James 5:3



- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun CHRUSOS with the possessive genitive second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your gold.”  With this we have the connective conjunction KAI plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun ARGUROS, which means “and silver.  Then we have the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb KATIOW, which means “to become rusty, tarnished, corroded.”  ‘Rust’ is not a good translation here because gold and silver do not rust.  However, they do tarnish and have to be polished to look their best.  “Pure gold is not affected significantly by oxidation, but much of the gold of the ancient world was not pure, and therefore oxidation and resulting tarnish did take place. However, in most languages it is inappropriate to speak of ‘rust’ as occurring with gold and silver.”
 


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed process of becoming tarnished in your spiritual life.


The passive voice indicates that the gold and silver of the reversionistic believer receive the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Your gold and silver have become tarnished.”

- is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun IOS, which means “(1) poison or venom of a snake; (2) corrosion, rust.”  With this we have the possessive genitive of the third person masculine plural personal pronoun AUTOS, which means “their” and refers to the gold and silver just mentioned.  Some pastors/exegetes interpret this as “their poison” referring to the verbal sinning of the apostate believers.  However, that interpretation has no logical connection with the rest of the context.  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of the goal or purpose (meaning as or for) from the neuter singular noun MARTURION, which means “testimony, proof, witness, or evidence.”  Then we have the dative of disadvantage from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “against you.”  This is followed by the third person singular future deponent indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “it will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will definitely occur.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the corrosion of the gold and silver of the reversionist will produce the action of testifying or being evidence against them.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“In fact their corrosion will be for evidence against you,”

- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular future deponent indicative from the verb ESTHIW, which means “to eat.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will definitely occur.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the corrosion of the gold and silver of the reversionist will produce the action of eating their flesh.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun SARX with the possessive genitive second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your flesh.”  This is followed by the relative adverb HWS from the relative pronoun HOS used as “a comparative particle, marking the manner in which something proceeds, meaning: as, like.”
  With this we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun PUR, meaning “fire.”
“and it will eat your flesh like fire.”

- is the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb THĒSAURIZW, which means “to keep some material thing safe by storing it: lay up, store up, gather, save something.”
  A good translation is “to accumulate something.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the action of storing up or accumulating treasure in its entirety, but emphasizes the existing results.


The active voice indicates that these believers in monetary reversionism have produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time (The word in the locative indicates a particular point in time.  Something is located within a succession of events.) from the feminine plural adjective ESCHATOS, meaning “the last” and the noun HĒMERA, meaning “days.”
“You have accumulated treasure in the last days.”

James 5:3 corrected translation
“Your gold and silver have become tarnished.  In fact their corrosion will be for evidence against you, and it will eat your flesh like fire.  You have accumulated treasure in the last days.”
Explanation:
1.  “Your gold and silver have become tarnished.”

a.  The gold and silver are word pictures of the invisible assets of the spiritual life.  At the moment of salvation God gives us many things, which are the invisible spiritual assets for our spiritual life.  These assets are the gold and silver, the riches, the wealth of our eternal relationship with Christ.


b.  When we fail to use these assets to live the spiritual life, they become tarnished, corrupted, corroded by the function of personal sin, human good, and evil in our life.  The believer in monetary reversionism began with the greatest wealth in the world—the genuine wealth that God provides in spiritual wealth.  This believer is not satisfied with spiritual wealth, forgets about it, and makes material wealth his priority in life.


c.  The gold and silver of the spiritual life starts out pure, but becomes corrupted over time with the inclusion of impurities from the lust pattern of the sin nature and the influence of the demonic standards of Satan’s cosmic system.  The longer the believer remains in monetary reversionism the more corrupted the gold and silver of his spiritual assets become until they are finally unrecognizable.  On the surface the spiritual assets are ugly, tarnished, and appear altogether worthless, even though underneath the tarnish the purity of the imputed righteousness of God still exists.


d.  Even though the imputed righteousness of God has been tarnished with the impurities of the sin nature and the world, it is still purely what it is, which guarantees our eternal life with God.


e.  At the judgment seat of Christ all these impurities will be burned away, so that we will be presented to Christ as a pure virgin, untarnished and unblemished.  Paul taught this principle and a similar concept to what James is teaching here in 1 Cor 3:13-22, “the spiritual accomplishment of each person will become visible, for the day [the evaluation throne of Christ] reveals [it], because it will be made fully known by means of fire; that is, the fire will test what sort of accomplishment is the accomplishment of each person.  If the work of anyone survives [the mature believer], which he has built, he will receive a reward.  If the work of any person is completely burned up [the reversionist], he will suffer loss [of eternal rewards], but he himself will be saved, but [he will be saved] in this manner as through fire.  Do you not understand that you are the temple of God, and the Spirit of God lives in you?  [the gold and silver analogy of James]  If anyone corrupts the temple of God, God will destroy that one [the sin unto death].  For the temple of God is sacred, who by your very nature you are.  A person must stop continuing to deceive himself.  If anyone thinks that he is wise among you in this age, and he does, he must begin to become foolish [believing that he has no spiritual understanding], in order that he might begin to become wise.  [James dealt with monetary reversionism; Paul is dealing with intellectual reversionism.]  For the wisdom of this world is nonsense in the judgment of God.  For it stands written, ‘He is the One who catches the wise in their cunning.’  And furthermore, ‘The Lord knows the designs [thoughts, reasonings] of the wise, that they are useless [pointless].  Therefore, no one must boast in people.  For the all things [of the unique plan and spiritual life of the Church Age] are yours; whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas; whether the world or the life or the death; whether present things or future things; all things [are] yours.”  “All things” equals the gold and silver invisible assets of the spiritual life.

2.  “In fact their corrosion will be for evidence against you,”

a.  The invisible gold and silver assets of the spiritual life corrode when they are not used.  This corrosion of the invisible assets is due to negative volition to doctrine and rejection of the teaching of the word of God by these believers in monetary reversionism.


b.  Therefore, these believers have entered into a state of monetary reversionism and their love of money has tarnished and corroded the gold and silver God gave them to live the spiritual life.


c.  The tarnish or corrosion of the metal is analogous to the function of the lust pattern of the sin nature producing personal sins, the function of human good in the life of the believer, and the function of evil as a system of thinking.  Evil is doing the will of Satan and calling it the will of God.  For example, this is why the tongues crowd is evil.  They are doing the will of Satan and calling it the will of God.  They have tarnished their spiritual assets and spiritual life by doing the will of Satan.


d.  The corrosion of the spiritual life testifies as a witness against the believer in monetary reversionism.  His own accumulation of wealth testifies against him that he rejected the wealth provided by God and traded it for a cheap substitute—the material wealth of this world.  The very wealth that a negative believer who has rejected the plan of God for his life has accumulated will testify against him at the judgment seat of Christ that he failed to use the spiritual wealth God provided.


e.  Every Church Age believer begins the spiritual life with the same spiritual wealth that God provides as invisible assets.



(1)  Some believers use that spiritual wealth to execute the will of God and live the spiritual life He has designed for them.  In the process of executing God’s will He sometimes makes these believers wealthy.  Then they have the privilege of using that wealth to care for the needs of destitute believers and further glorifying God.



(2)  Other believers neglect that spiritual wealth given at salvation and seek to accumulate their own material wealth.  As they do so their spiritual wealth tarnishes.


f.  We all have the wealth of God given to us to glorify God.  Some of us decide to do so; others decide not to do so.  God is fair in both cases.  The believer who uses God’s wealth to glorify God will have God’s wealth testify on his behalf.  The believer who does not use God’s wealth to glorify God will have his own accumulated wealth testify against him.

3.  “and it will eat your flesh like fire.”

a.  The corrosion of monetary reversionism consumes the lust pattern of the sin nature in the same manner as fire consumes whatever it touches.  The lust for money is an all consuming passion.  It is relentless in its pursuit of more.  It is insatiable like fire and continues to burn for more wealth.  This passion for money eats away at the human body.  The sin nature is self-destruction, desiring like a fire that cannot be extinguished.  It never stops burning until the believer burns out in his soul.


b.  Monetary reversionism is a self-destructive passion for money that drives us to work so hard to get that money that in the end it destroys our physical body.  We are destroyed by our own greed, worry, anxiety, fear, inordinate competition and ambition, and the many other sins that make up monetary reversionism.  If ulcers don’t kill you, then a heart attack or a frantic search for happiness will.


c.  Only one thing extinguishes this fire—the recovery procedure of acknowledging our sins to God, and the reversion recovery procedure of positive volition on a daily basis to the will and word of God. 

4.  “You have accumulated treasure in the last days.”

a.  James’ final indictment against these believers is that they have stored up or accumulated material wealth for themselves during the period of the Church Age.


b.  The meaning of the phrase ‘the last days’ in Scripture.



(1)  Isa 2:2, “Now it will come about that in the last days the mountain of the house of the Lord [the millennial rule of Christ] will be established as the chief of the mountains, and will be raised above the hills; and all the nations will stream to it.”  This use of the phrase ‘the last days’ refers to the millennial rule of Christ.  Compare Jer 49:39 and Hos 3:5, “Afterward the sons of Israel will return and seek the Lord their God and David their king; and they will come trembling to the Lord and to His goodness in the last days.



(2)  Jer 23:20, “The anger of the Lord will not turn back until He has performed and carried out the purposes of His heart; in the last days you will clearly understand it.”  This use of the phrase ‘the last days’ refers to the Second Advent of Christ.  Compare Ezek 38:16.



(3)  Acts 2:17, “‘And it shall be in the last days,’ God says, ‘That I will pour forth of My Spirit on all mankind; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.’” The ‘last days’ in this passage refers to the Millennium.



(4)  2 Tim 3:1, “Now then, comprehend this, namely, that in the last days hard times will be imminent.”




(a)  The “last day” must be distinguished from “the last days” mentioned in Acts 2:17, which is quoted from Joel 2:28, and is a reference to the millennial reign of Christ.  Joel 2:1 speaks of “the day of the Lord” as coming, which is a reference to the Second Advent of Christ.  Then in Joel 2:28 it says, “And it will come to pass after this,” that is, after the Second Advent of Christ that God will pour forth His Spirit on all mankind; that is, on all believers who go into the millennial kingdom of our Lord.




(b)  In 1 Pet 1:5, “the last time” refers to the time of the Lord’s Second Advent; “who are guarded by the power of God through faith resulting in a deliverance [which is] ready to be revealed in the last time.”




(c)  In Jam 5:3, the phrase “in the last days” refers to the present period of human history or dispensation of God’s administration of human history.  Therefore, in contrast to the events of the last day of the Jewish Age in the Tribulation we have “the last days” referring to the Church Age.  For what was written then (prior to A.D. 70) “It is the last days” is also true now “It is the last days.”  The coming of the Lord mentioned in Jam 5:7 is a reference to the Rapture of the Church.  Therefore, the “last days” here is a reference to the entire period of the Church Age, however long that may be.



(5)  The phrase “in these last days” used in Heb 1:2 also refers to the Church Age. Heb 1:1-2, “God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.”



(6)  The plural phrase “in the last times” in 1 Pet 1:20 also refers to the present dispensation of the Church Age, “on the one hand having been known before the creation of the world, but on the other hand having been revealed in the last times though all of you.”



(7)  In 1 Jn 2:18, “the last hour” and, in Jude 18, “the last time” signify the present Church Age previous to the Second Advent.  1 Jn 2:18, “Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour.”  Jude 1:18, “that they were saying to you, ‘In the last time there will be mockers, following after their own ungodly lusts.’”



(8)  2 Pet 3:3-4a, “understanding this most importantly that mockers will come in the last days with ridicule, conducting themselves [living] on the basis of their own lusts and will say, ‘Where is the promise of His coming [Second Advent]?’”  This is a reference to the Church Age.

c.  Therefore, it appears that the single “last day” is used for the Second Advent of Christ, while the plural “last days” is used for a period of time, whether the Church Age, the Tribulation, or the millennium.  The use of the phrase ‘the last days’ in our verse refers to the present dispensation of the Church Age.


d.  So we might ask, “What is wrong with accumulating wealth during the Church Age?”  

(1)  Nothing is wrong with being wealthy, as long as that wealth is provided by the Lord.  God believes in free enterprise and allowing people to work hard, save their money, invest their money, make a profit, and enjoy the fruits of their labor.  This principle is taught time and again throughout Scripture.



(2)  However, to neglect God, the word of God, the plan of God, and the will of God in the process of earning a living is evil.  God makes many believers wealthy through His logistical grace blessings, so obviously He is not against believers being wealthy.  However, when a believer enters into monetary reversionism, his or her whole life revolves around the accumulation of wealth to the exclusion of God.  This is what James condemns.


e.  So what does the last days have to do with all this?



(1)  The Church Age is the final great testimony of believers against Satan and the fallen angels.  The Church Age is unique and special in the plan of God.  Church Age believers have a special privilege of advancing to spiritual maturity and testifying against Satan.



(2)  This testimony is far more important than the accumulation of any amount of wealth.



(3)  So instead of the believer testifying against Satan, that believer’s own accumulation of wealth will testify against him that he did not fulfill God’s will for his spiritual life in the Church Age.
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