James 5:18



- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the adverb of time PALIN, meaning “again.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist deponent indicative from the verb PROSEUCHOMAI, which means “to pray.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which presents the action as a past, historical fact in its entirety.


The deponent middle is middle in form, but active in meaning—Elijah was personally responsible for his own prayer and produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“And he prayed again,”

- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun OURANOS, which means “the heaven.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun HUETOS, which means “rain as in: Acts 14:17; 28:2; Heb 6:7; Rev 11:6.”
  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which presents the action as a past, historical fact in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the first heaven produced the action of giving rain.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“and the heaven gave rain”

- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, which means “the earth.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb BLASTANW, which means “to grow, produce” as in Mk 4:27.


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which presents the action as a past, historical fact in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the earth produced the action of producing its fruit, plants, etc.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun KARPOS, which means “produce, production, crops, or fruit.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the third person feminine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “her” and referring to the earth (which is also in the feminine singular).

“and the earth produced her production.”

James 5:18 corrected translation
“And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth produced her production.”
Explanation:
1.  “And he prayed again,”

a.  James continues with the story of Elijah.


b.  The second prayer was three and a half years after the first prayer (prior to the statement in 1 Kg 17:1.


c.  The second prayer is described in 1 Kg 18:41-46, “Now Elijah said to Ahab, ‘Go up, eat and drink; for there is the sound of the roar of a heavy shower.’  So Ahab went up to eat and drink.  But Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he crouched down on the earth and put his face between his knees.  He said to his servant, ‘Go up now, look toward the sea.’ So he went up and looked and said, ‘There is nothing.’  And he said, ‘Go back’ seven times.  It came about at the seventh time, that he said, ‘Behold, a cloud as small as a man’s hand is coming up from the sea.’ And he said, ‘Go up, say to Ahab, “Prepare your chariot and go down, so that the heavy shower does not stop you.”’  In a little while the sky grew black with clouds and wind, and there was a heavy shower.  And Ahab rode and went to Jezreel.  Then the hand of the Lord was on Elijah, and he girded up his loins and outran Ahab to Jezreel.”


d.  The prayer of Elijah is analogous to the prayers of the leaders of the church over the repentant reversionist.

2.  “and the heaven gave rain”

a.  God honored the prayer of Elijah, because he was a believer in Christ and learned and executed the will of God.


b.  It didn’t rain just one time, but the Lord caused the weather to return to its normal pattern of rain on a periodic basis.


c.  The heaven giving its rain is analogous to God giving health back to the dying believer.

3.  “and the earth produced her production.”

a.  The earth is analogous to the physical body of the reversionistic believer.


b.  The earth receiving water from heaven is analogous to the restored believer being again positive to the teaching of the word of God and receiving the water of the Word on a daily basis.


c.  The result of the believer receiving the water of the Word is the renewal of the believer’s spiritual production.


d.  The restored production of the earth is analogous to the restored spiritual production of the believer recovering from reversionism.


e.  James has illustrated his point perfectly.



(1)  The prayers of the righteous leaders of the church will be heard by the Lord and answered.



(2)  The reversionistic believer who wants to recover can do so, but it will take the request of a mature believer to make it happen.



(3)  God will honor His promise and keep His Word.  The repentant believer can and will recover and once again be able produce for the Lord.



(4)  However, everything is dependent upon God the Holy Spirit providing the water from heaven of the word of God, so that the recovering believer can learn, believe, and execute the will of God once again.
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