James 4:7



- is the postpositive inferential conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” and drawing a conclusion from what has previously been said.  Then we have the second person plural aorist passive imperative from the verb HUPOTASSW, which means “to subject oneself, be subjected or subordinated, obey with the dative of the entity to whom/which appropriate respect is shown. To God 1 Cor 15:28b; Heb 12:9; Jam 4:7; to Christ Eph 5:24; to the will of God, the law, etc. Rom 8:7; 10:3.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action into a single whole; that is, something which is expected throughout our spiritual life.


The passive voice is a “causative/permissive passive, which implies consent, permission, or cause of the action of the verb on the part of the subject. This usage is rare, usually shut up to imperatives (as would be expected, since imperatives intrinsically involve volition).”


The imperative mood is a command.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “to God.”
“Therefore, submit yourselves to God,”

- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” and setting up a contrast between submitting to God and not submitting to the devil.  This is followed by the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb ANTHISTĒMI, which means “to oppose, resist with the dative of the persons or thing opposed as in the last verse ‘make war against,’ but it also has a second meaning “to be resistant to power, resist, that you might be able to stand your ground Eph 6:13; those who resist Rom 13:2b.”
  Since the believer is not to take offensive action against the devil, just as our Lord did not during His incarnation, this use of the verb is the defensive meaning.  Therefore, in the previous verse we had the offensive meaning of the verb “make war against: take the offensive against.”  Here we have the defensive meaning: “stand or hold your ground against.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action into a single whole; that is, something which is expected throughout our spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that the believer is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is the conditional imperative.  “The imperative may at times be used to state a condition (protasis) on which the fulfillment (apodosis) of another verb depends. There are at least twenty such imperatives in the NT.  This use of the imperative is always or almost always found in the construction imperative + kai + future indicative.  The idea is “If X, then Y will happen.”
  “In Jam 4:7 the conditional imperative has not lost its injunctive flavor: ‘If you resist the devil-and you should!-he will flee from you.’ Technically, then, it is not best to call this the mood of command because it may be used for other than a command. But that volitional force is nevertheless still lurking beneath the surface, even when the speaker is not barking orders.”

Then we have the dative indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun DIABOLOS, which we transliterate as a proper name, “the devil.”

“but stand your ground against the devil”

- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, used “to introduce a result that comes from what precedes: and then, and so Mt 5:15; 23:32; Mk 8:34; 2 Cor 11:9; Heb 3:19; 1 Jn 3:19; 2 Pet 1:19. Especially after the imperative mood or an expression of an imperatival nature Mt 4:19; μου speak the word, and then my servant will be cured Mt 8:8; Lk 7:7; Mt 7:7; Mk 6:22; Lk 10:28; Jn 14:16; Jam 4:7, 10.”
  This is followed by the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb PHEUGW, which means “to flee: he will flee.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the devil producing the action of fleeing from the believer.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic promise of the word of God.

Finally, we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “from you” and referring to the believer.

“and then he will flee from you.”

James 4:7 corrected translation
“Therefore, submit yourselves to God, but stand your ground against the devil, and then he will flee from you.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, submit yourselves to God,”

a.  James comes to another conclusion based upon the fact God makes war against the arrogant, but He gives grace to the humble.


b.  Since God does make war against arrogant believers and gives grace to humble believers, therefore we must submit ourselves to God; that is, obey God if we expect God to be gracious to us.


c.  This command means that we are personally responsible for causing ourselves to obey God.  The imperative mood is the mood of volition.  It places personal responsibility on someone’s volition to do something.  That means that no one can do this for us.  We are responsible for doing it ourselves.


d.  The big question is “how do we submit ourselves to God?”



(1)  The answer is found in the meaning of the verb HUPOTASSW itself.  The verb means to obey someone.  We submit to another person by obeying them, when they ask us to do something.



(2)  Submitting to God by obeying Him is consistent with other statements in Scripture.




(a)  Ex 19:5, “Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine;”




(b)  Dt 27:10, “You shall therefore obey the Lord your God, and do His commandments and His statutes which I command you today.”




(c)  Dt 28:1-2, “Now it shall be, if you diligently obey the Lord your God, being careful to do all His commandments which I command you today, the Lord your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth.  All these blessings will come upon you and overtake you if you obey the Lord your God:”




(d)  Dt 30:10, “if you obey the Lord your God to keep His commandments and His statutes which are written in this book of the law, if you turn to the Lord your God with all your heart and soul.”




(e)  Josh 24:24, “The people said to Joshua, ‘We will serve the Lord our God and we will obey His voice.’”




(f)  Judg 3:4, “They were for testing Israel, to find out if they would obey the commandments of the Lord, which He had commanded their fathers through Moses.”




(g)  1 Sam 15:22, “Samuel said, ‘Has the Lord as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams.’”




(h)  Isa 1:19, “If you consent and obey, you will eat the best of the land.”




(i)  Jer 7:23-24, “But this is what I commanded them, saying, ‘Obey My voice, and I will be your God, and you will be My people; and you will walk in all the way which I command you, that it may be well with you.’ Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but walked in their own counsels and in the stubbornness of their evil heart, and went backward and not forward.”




(j)  Acts 5:29, 32, “But Peter and the apostles answered, ‘We must obey God rather than men.’”  “And we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey Him.”




(k)  Heb 5:9, “And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation,”




(l)  1 Pet 1:1-2, “Peter, the apostle of Jesus Christ, …according to the predestination of God the Father because of the sanctification from the Spirit resulting in obedience, and the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ.”



(3)  What do we obey?  The will of God.



(4)  How do we know what the will of God is?  It is contained in the teaching of the word of God by the qualified messengers He sends to the royal family of the Church Age.



(5)  What are we specifically to obey?




(a)  As unbelievers, there is only one way to obey God and that is to believe in Christ. Jn 3:36, “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”




(b)  As believers, there are many ways to obey God.





i.  We have to accept the authority of the pastor-teacher God has appointed over us, Heb13:17, “Obey your leaders and submit to them for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.”





ii.  We have to listen to, learn, and believe the teaching of the word of God.





iii.  We are commanded to be filled with the Spirit, grieve not the Spirit, and stop squelching the Spirit.





iv.  We are commanded to love one another.





v.  We are commanded to obey those in authority over us.





vi.  We are commanded to be imitators of Christ.





vii.  We are commanded to execute the spiritual life in a manner worthy of our God, our Lord, and our calling.

Eph 4:1-2, “I, therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, exhort you to walk in a manner worthy of your station in life [royalty], for which [station in life] you have been called [elected], with all humility and true sensitivity, with perseverance tolerate one another by means of virtue-love.”

Phil 1:27, “Conduct your life only in a manner worthy of the good news of Christ, in order that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I may hear about your situation, that you are standing firm with the help of one and the same Spirit, in the sphere of one and the same soul, since you have fought at my side by means of faith in the gospel.”

Col 1:9-11, “For this reason we also, from the day we heard, do not cease praying and asking on your behalf that you might be filled with the full knowledge of His will [purpose, plan] by means of all wisdom and spiritual understanding, that you may walk worthy of the Lord for the purpose of pleasing [Him] in all things, bearing fruit in the sphere of every good production, and growing by means of the epignosis knowledge of God, because we have been endowed with all power according to the standard of the omnipotence from His glory [divine essence] resulting in all endurance and patience associated with happiness.”

1 Thes 2:12, “in order that you might continue to walk worthy of God [the Lord Jesus Christ], who called you into His own kingdom and glory.”

2.  “but stand your ground against the devil”

a.  In contrast to submitting ourselves to God, God also expects us to take a defensive stand against the devil.


b.  The question is: ‘how do we stand our ground defensively against the devil?’  The answer is twofold:



(1)  We stand our ground by obeying the previous command to obey God.



(2)  We stand our ground by following the example of our Lord and doing exactly what He did during His incarnation.


c.  We stand our ground by obeying God.


(1)  God has provided two ways of using His power in defense against the devil.



(2)  The first power option is to remain filled with the Spirit.




(a)  Satan cannot and never will defeat God.




(b)  God has given us the filling of the Spirit to say ‘no’ to every temptation that Satan has to offer.




(c)  We have the same power available to us to say ‘no’ to Satan as our Lord Jesus Christ had during His incarnation.




(d)  We choose whether to remain controlled by the Spirit or to do what the devil offers by way of substitute or distraction.




(e)  We have the power from God to stand up to the tempting offers of the devil and reject them.



(3)  The second power that God has given us is the power of the word of God circulating in our soul.



(4)  These are the two powers that were used by the humanity of our Lord to defeat the devil in Mt 4:1-11:

4:1 “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.

4:2 “And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became hungry.

4:3 “And the tempter came and said to Him, ‘If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.’

4:4 “But He answered and said, ‘It is written, “Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.”’

4:5 “Then the devil took Him into the holy city and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple,

4:6 “and said to Him, ‘If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, “He will command His angels concerning You”; and “On their hands they will bear You up, so that You will not strike Your foot against a stone.”’

4:7 “Jesus said to him, ‘On the other hand, it is written, “You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.”’

4:8 “Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory;

4:9 “and he said to Him, ‘All these things I will give You, if You fall down and worship me.’

4:10 “Then Jesus said to him, ‘Go, Satan! For it is written, “You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.”’

4:11 “Then the devil departed from Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him.”

3.  “and then he will flee from you.”

a.  This is the apodosis of the conditional imperative.  If we obey God, then the devil will flee from us.


b.  This is an absolute, dogmatic promise of the word of God.


c.  All three members of the Trinity indwell us and will guarantee the fulfillment of this command.


d.  All that is required of us is the use of the two power options: the filling of the Spirit and Bible doctrine in the soul.


e.  The devil has never desired to obey God.  He has rebelled against God.  But he is still forced to obey God, when God gives him a command, just as he had to obey the deity of our Lord, when our Lord ordered him “Go Satan!  …Then the devil departed from Him.”


f.  When we obey the Lord under the filling of the Spirit and the power of the word of God in our soul, then the Lord, who indwells us, orders the devil, “Go, Satan” and the devil will flee from us.  Not because of who and what we are, but because of the One with whom we are in union.


g.  Satan cannot defeat the power of the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine in the soul, and he knows it.  In addition, our Lord Jesus Christ puts a wall of fire around those believers who obey His will and execute the spiritual life.  That wall of fire includes our Lord ordering the devil to flee from us, whenever we obey the will of God.
� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 1042). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Wallace, D. B. (1999, c1996). Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics: An exegetical syntax of the Greek New Testament (electronic ed.). Garland, TX: Galaxie Software.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 80). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Wallace, D. B. (1999, c1996). Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics: An exegetical syntax of the Greek New Testament (electronic ed.). Garland, TX: Galaxie Software. Page 489f.


� Wallace, D. B. (1999, c1996). Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics: An exegetical syntax of the Greek New Testament (electronic ed.). Garland, TX: Galaxie Software. Page 485.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 495). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.





PAGE  
6

