James 4:17



- is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” and drawing a conclusion from what has preceded.  With this we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular perfect active participle of the verb OIDA, meaning here, “to know how.”


The dative masculine singular refers to the arrogant, boastful, pretentious believers James has been addressing in this context.


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizing the present state of what these believers know how to do based upon what they have learned and understood in the past.


The active voice indicates that these degenerate, evil believers produce the action of knowing how to do what is honorable and right, but refuse to do so.


The participle is circumstantial and is translated “to him who knows how” or “to the one who knows how.”

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular adjective KALOS, meaning “right, good, noble, honorable, praiseworthy, and pleasing to God.”  Then we have the present active infinitive from the verb POIEW, which means “to do.”


The present tense is a tendential present for what James proposes should now being happening, but it is not yet occurring.


The active voice indicates that these degenerate believers are producing the action of knowing how to do what is right.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which is used to complete the action of the main verb OIDA and is used as the direct object of that verb.

“Therefore, to him who knows how to do good [what is pleasing to God]”

- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the negative MĒ, meaning “not” and the dative masculine singular present active participle from the verb POIEW, which means “to do.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates these believers are not producing the action of doing what is right, good, honorable, or pleasing to God.


The participle is circumstantial.

The word “[it]” is supplied to complete the English thought.

“and does not do [it],”

- is the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun HAMARTIA, which means “sin.”  Then we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun “to him.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “it is.”


The present tense is a gnomic or static present for a state or condition that is a principle, an axiom that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that not doing the known will of God produces the action of being a sin.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“to him it is a sin.”

James 4:17 corrected translation
“Therefore, to him who knows how to do good [what is pleasing to God] and does not do [it], to him it is a sin.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, to him who knows how to do good [what is pleasing to God]”


a.  James comes to his final conclusion on this subject based upon everything he has previously said.  The person who knows how to do good is the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Doing good is doing the right thing; that is, doing what is right.  Every believer knows what doing the right thing is, because every believer has done it at least once in his life.


b.  Doing the right thing is doing what is pleasing to God.  Doing what is pleasing to God is doing what God wants.  God wants every person to believe in Christ.  Every believer has done what God wants at least one time in his life.  Therefore, every believer understood at some time in the past that doing the right thing was doing what God wanted; that is, doing what pleases God.


c.  After salvation, the believers to whom James writes have come to understand from James’ previous teaching how to please God and how to do what God wants.  They are without excuse.  James has been their pastor for many years and has taught them in the past with the result that they have come to know how to do what is good and what is right in God’s eyes.


d.  These believers have heard the teaching of the word of God and have rejected it.  They know better.  They know how to do good.  They know how to do what is right.  They know how to do what is pleasing to God, but they would rather do what they want.


e.  They are not ignorant, even though ignorance is no excuse.  They couldn’t fall back on ignorance of what God wants as an excuse, because they are completely cognizant of what God wants.  They just don’t want to do it.

2.  “and does not do [it],”

a.  This is James’ final assessment of these stubborn believers with locked-in negative volition and hardness of heart.  They just flat do not want to do what God wants.


b.  This is the final evaluation of negative volition.  They knew what God wanted and would not do it.  We cannot get any more negative to God than that.


c.  This was the failure of Satan.  He knew exactly what God expected, wanted, and what was pleasing to God, better than any creature who has ever lived.  Yet he just did not and does not want to do it.


d.  What does a parent do with a child who just will not do what the parent wants, no matter what?  The parent disciplines the child.  So God with us.  (Notice the English ellipsis?)


e.  Our negative volition to God is our not wanting to do what He wants, and it is not a matter of ignorance, but a matter of stubborn impertinence and presumptive arrogance.

3.  “to him it is a sin.”


a.  Violation of the known will of God is a sin.  The believer who knows what God wants, what pleases God and does not do it is in a state of personal sin against God.


b.  There are sins of ignorance, but that is not the case here.  Here we have a sin of full cognizance.  The believer knows exactly what God wants and will not do it.  He is out of fellowship with God.


c.  God didn’t punish Judea with the fifth cycle of discipline because unbelievers refused to believe in Christ, but because the believers there were negative to the known will of God.  They rebelled against God and were no different than the Jews of the Exodus generation, who were also believers in Christ, but rejected the will of God.


d.  Personal sin is anything that violates the will of God, whether the person recognizes it as a violation of God’s will (a known sin, which is what James is discussing here) or an unknown sin.

A few principles regarding personal sin.

1.  There are two stages to personal sin.



a.  The sin nature, which is the source of temptation only.  It produces the desire to sin.


b.  Human volition, which is the source of all personal sins.


2.  There are two categories of personal sins.



a.  Sins of cognizance.  We are aware that doing something is a sin, we want to do it, and we do it.  The longer we have been a believer, the more we are held responsible for understanding the doctrine of sin (hamartiology).  In the doctrine of hamartiology, there are over 150 personal sins mentioned.



b.  Sins of ignorance.  We are not aware that the temptation is soliciting to sin.  We do it even though we are not aware that it is a sin.  We are liable for both categories because in each case our volition is involved.


3.  The believer is responsible for both categories of sin: cognizance and ignorance.  Ignorance is no excuse.  We may not have known it was a sin, but we wanted to do it and we did it.


4.  Definition of the two categories of sins.



a.  Sins of cognizance – the volition recognizes a temptation as a sin and goes ahead and commits the sin.



b.  Sins of ignorance – the volition is not aware that the temptation is a sin, but it desires to do it, decides to do it, and is responsible for doing it.


5.  This is why the believer must take full responsibility for all personal sins – sins of cognizance and sins of ignorance.


6.  The sin nature is the source of temptation until the actual sin is committed, when the sin nature comes into control of the soul.  It is better to know when we are sinning than not to know, because we may be out of fellowship for quite a while.



a.  The sin nature exists in the cell structure of the body (SARX (=flesh) in the Greek).  The sin nature was created by Adam when he chose to sin.  The sin nature is passed down from the man to the woman genetically in procreation or copulation.  Every cell in the human body contains the sin nature.  Therefore, when God the Father created soul life and imputed it to biological life, the justice of God simultaneously imputed Adam’s original sin to the genetically formed sin nature.  This is why we are born physically alive and spiritually dead.



b.  The sin nature is not in the soul; it gains control/influence over the soul.  But the sin nature does not have control/influence over our soul until we sin.


7.  The sin nature has temptation categories.



a.  Temptation to sin.  This comes from the area of weakness of the sin nature.  There is also an area of strength in the sin nature.  Once the sin nature is in control of the soul it produces human good and dead works.



b.  Temptation to evil.  Temptation to evil is a series of sins following the pattern of the arrogance skills or the trends of the sin nature (legalism or antinomianism), the various stages of reversionism, and degeneracy: a frantic search for happiness, locked in negative volition, blackout of the soul, and scar tissue of the soul.

8.  The sin nature has an area of strength and an area of weakness.  It also has two trends: legalism and antinomianism.  It also has a lust pattern.

  

a.  The lust pattern reinforces the trends of the sin nature (legalism or antinomianism).  The categories of lust include: power lust, approbation lust, sexual lust, pleasure lust, chemical lust, monetary lust, criminal lust, crusader lust, inordinate ambition, inordinate competition.



b.  Under the doctrine of culpability, temptation to live by the arrogance skills (self-gratification, self-deception, self-absorption, and self-justification) results in the performance of human good as a part of Christian activism.  When our sin nature takes over, then our area of strength produces dead works.



c.  Our area of strength produces human good or dead works.  Our area of weakness produces personal sins.  Personal sins go in clusters which produce evil.  Evil results from the lust pattern reinforcing legalism on the one hand, or antinomianism on the other hand.  The final result is either Christian moral degeneracy or Christian immoral degeneracy.



d.  Legalism always results in entering into all of the arrogance complex of sins.  The arrogance complex of sins includes arrogance skills.  The arrogance skills are:



(1)  Self-justification.  We have to justify our position when we are out of fellowship.




(2)  Self-deception.  We begin to deceive ourselves with regard to our status.




(3)  Self-absorption.  This is complete preoccupation with self.




(4)  Self-gratification.  This is the motivation to do what we want, ignoring the consequences.



e.  The arrogance skills lead to the stages of reversionism and result in Christian moral degeneracy.  Antinomianism has trends toward sexual sins, chemical sins, and criminal sins, which result in Christian immoral degeneracy.


9.  The believer’s soul comes under the control of the sin nature only through personal sin.  Personal sins result in:



a.  Loss of the filling of the Spirit, which is replaced by grieving and quenching the Spirit.



b.  No fellowship with God.



c.  Sin nature control/influence of the soul.


10.  When the sin nature controls the soul, the believer enters into production from the sin nature.  This is where human good, dead works (wood, hay, and stubble), and evil occur.


11.  Principles.



a.  Personal sin is what happens when the believer uses his volition to succumb to temptation from his or her area of weakness.



b.  Human good, dead works, and evil are the result of the sin nature controlling the soul.



c.  What is the difference between sin, and human good and evil?




(1)  Sin is a precise statement of biblical hamartiology (the Greek word for sin).




(2)  Human good, dead works, and evil result from sin nature control of the soul as the actions of man, which oppose the will of God, but are not necessarily considered to be sinful.


d.  Evil is the accumulation of personal sins from the area of weakness, while human good and dead works are the direct result of personal sin and neglect of or failure to acknowledge our sins to God, 1 Jn 1:9.  If a person uses the recovery procedure instantly and keeps up on it, he will not get into evil.  But, neglect of recovery or rejection of recovery results eventually in the production of evil.



e.  The longer the believer is out of fellowship the greater his or her production of human good, dead works, and evil.  Evil is the result of perpetuating carnality in your life.



f.  The area of weakness in the sin nature is the source of all temptation to sin.  The area of strength only becomes operational when the believer is out of fellowship and the soul is under the control of the sin nature.  So it is sin, not human good or dead works, that puts the believer out of fellowship and in the status of grieving or quenching the Spirit.  When the sin nature controls the soul through personal sin, human good and dead works become activated from the area of strength.



g.  When biological life emerges from the womb, God the Father creates soul life and imputes it to biological life.  This is when human life begins.  Since the old sin nature is in the cell structure of biological life, God the Father also imputes Adam’s original sin to the genetically formed sin nature.  The imputation of Adam’s original sin activates the sin nature at birth.  When the sin nature becomes activated it enters into the production of temptation.



(1)  When the believer is in fellowship; i.e, filled with the Spirit, the sin nature is the source of temptation from the area of weakness.  The source of temptation is the sin nature.  The source of sin is human volition.  The sin nature, controlling the soul, continues to be the source of temptation to which the believer is vulnerable in his area of weakness.  From the sin nature’s weakness, personal sin continues when the believer uses his volition to succumb to temptation.




(2)  Human volition continues to be the source of all personal sins, but other things are now produced: human good, dead works, and evil.  Once the person decides to sin, the sin nature takes control of the soul and produces human good and dead works.  When the believer uses his volition to sin, the sin nature takes control of the soul and that results in the production of sins and evil from the area of weakness and human good and dead works from the area of strength.  Evil in the life is the believer accumulating personal sins, forming them into the emotional complex of sins, the arrogance complex of sins, and the function of the arrogance skills.  Evil is the result of unrestrained sin extended into other sins.



j.  The recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9 is the only way to break the control of the sin nature.  Neglect of 1 Jn 1:9 and subsequent sin nature control results in the believer becoming a monster.  Neglect of the recovery procedure is the greatest distraction to the spiritual life, because it deprives the believer of the divine initiative of antecedent grace and his response to it.  Neglect of the recovery procedure deprives the believer of the divine power provided in grace to execute the plan of God for the Church.  We cannot serve the living God with dead works and human good.


12.  There are two New Testament passages on the subject of dead works.



a.  Heb 6:1-2, “Therefore, leaving behind the elementary teachings about Christ, let us advance to maturity, not laying again the foundation of basic doctrines; that is, a change of mind about dead works, ...and eternal judgment.”




(1)  Dead works belong to the spiritually dead.




(2)  Dead works are the basis for the judgment against all unbelievers at the last judgment.  The indictment in found in John 16.  The Holy Spirit convinces the unbeliever of only one sin – the sin of unbelief, the sin of rejection of Christ.  This is the only sin for which Christ could not die.  The judgment is found in Jn 3:18, “He who believes in Me is not judged, but he who does not believe in Me is judged already, because he has not believed in the uniquely-born Son of God.”  Every unbeliever stands before the Great White Throne at the second resurrection.  The indictment occurs when anyone dies without believing in Christ.  The basis for judgment is the unbeliever’s dead works.  Rev 20:12b-13b, “...and the [spiritually] dead were judged out of the things [dead works] which had been written in the books on the basis of their deeds.  ...and each one was judged on the basis of his works.”




(3)  The believer has to change his mind about dead works and he has to understand good from the standpoint of the last judgment.



b.  Heb 9:12-14, “And not through the blood of goats and calves, but by means of His own blood, He entered the holy of holies [heaven itself] once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.  For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a red heifer [the rebound sacrifice] sprinkling those who have been defiled, sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the agency of the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God?”




(1)  There is a false doctrine that fulfilling, doing, or executing the Mosaic Law was the way of salvation in the Old Testament.  No one has ever been saved by good deeds from the energy of the flesh.  They are rejected by God as wood, hay, and stubble.




(2)  No sin is ever mentioned at the last judgment.  The unbeliever is indicted for dying without ever believing in Christ.  He or she is judged for their good works, which are not good enough for salvation.  The issue is possessing the righteousness of God, not the good works done by the unbeliever.  The righteousness of God is only obtained through faith alone in Christ alone.




(3)  Jesus Christ used the spiritual problem-solving devices to offer Himself without sin to God as a willing sacrifice.  He was a voluntary sin offering in contrast to the involuntary shadow of animal sacrifices.




(4)  Our conscience tells us the difference between right and wrong.  It recognizes that certain things are wrong and begins to work on the soul.  The conscience has to be purified from the idea that we must try to be saved by performing certain dead works or human good.  We cannot function under dead works or human good and serve the living God.  Evil is human good parlayed into sinfulness, such as taking away the freedom of someone in the name of “good.”  The power to execute the plan of God and to serve God as a believer comes from the filling of the Holy Spirit and doctrine in the soul.  The conscience distinguishes between good and evil, human good and divine works, dead works and legitimate works.


13.  When Jesus Christ was on the Cross, He received the imputation of all the personal sins of history under the doctrine of unlimited atonement.  This means that Jesus Christ was judged for all sins in human history.  Unlimited atonement means that eternal salvation through faith in Jesus Christ is available to every member of the human race.  Therefore, every member of the human race has equal opportunity for salvation.  Christ died spiritually for the personal sins of every member of the human race.



a.  Heb 2:9, “But while He was made inferior to angels for a brief time, we see Jesus who now has been crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God He might taste death as a substitute for everyone without exception.”



b.  2 Cor 5:14, “For the love of Christ keeps on motivating us; in fact, we have received this conclusion, that One died as a substitute for everyone without exception.”



c.  1 Tim 2:6, “Who gave Himself a ransom, a substitute for everyone without exception.”



d.  1 Jn 2:2, “And He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for our sins only, but also for the entire world.”
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