James 3:16



 - is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For.”  With this we have the Homeric particle HOPOU, which is used to indicate place, and translated “where.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun ZĒLOS, meaning “jealousy, envy” with the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun ERITHEIA, meaning “selfishness, selfish ambition.”  There is no verb here, which suggests the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[there is]” to support the predicate nominatives.
“For where [there is] jealousy and selfish ambition,”
- is the adverb of place EKEI, which means “there.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun AKATASTASIA, which means “opposition to established authority, disorder, unruliness.”
  Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective PAS, meaning “every,” the adjective PHAULOS, meaning “bad as in: Tit 2:8; Rom 9:11; 2 Cor 5:10.”
  With this we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun PRAGMA, which means “deed, thing, event, occurrence, matter, undertaking, occupation, task, affair; ‘every evil thing, everything that is evil’ Jam 3:16.”
  There is no verb again, suggesting the ellipsis or deliberate omission of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”
“there [is] rejection of authority and every bad thing.”
James 3:16 corrected translation
“For where [there is] jealousy and selfish ambition, there [is] rejection of authority and every bad thing.”
Explanation:
1.  “For where [there is] jealousy and selfish ambition,”

a.  James continues with an explanation of why the wisdom of the world is demonic in origin.

b.  Where is there jealousy and selfish ambition?  Certainly not in heaven, but only here on earth, in the kingdom which Satan rules.

c.  The history of mankind is the history of jealousy and envy of what others have.


d.  Human history is the story of human selfish ambition on the one hand by those who are under the control of Satan, and grace and truth on the other hand by those who are under the influence of Jesus Christ.


e.  No member of the Trinity has ever been jealous of another member of the Trinity.


f.  No member of the Trinity has ever had selfish ambition.


g.  No elect angel has jealousy or selfish ambition but always characterize themselves as the servants of God and the fellow-servants of the royal family of God.



(1)  Rev 19:10, “Then I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, ‘Do not do that; I am a fellow servant of yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus; worship God. For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.’”


(2)  Rev 22:8-9, “I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed me these things.  But he said to me, ‘Do not do that. I am a fellow servant of yours and of your brethren the prophets and of those who heed the words of this book. Worship God.’”


h.  In contrast to the elect angels, Satan is the author of jealousy and envy among the creatures of God as he is quoted in Isa 14:13-14. “But you said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, and I will sit on the mount of assembly in the recesses of the north.  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’”

i.  Satan had the original selfish ambition (‘I will ascend above the heights of the clouds [all the other angels]; I will make myself like the Most High.’).

j.  Satan has sanctioned selfish ambition as a legitimate method of operation in his kingdom.


k.  Therefore, jealousy, envy, selfishness, and selfish ambition have ruled on the earth throughout the history of mankind.



(1)  Gal 5:19-21, “Now the deeds of the flesh [sin nature] are evident, which are: normal sexual sins, abnormal sexual sins, mental sexual sins, idolatry, drug abuse, hostilities, argumentation, jealousy, outbursts of anger, inordinate ambitions, dissensions, factions, envies, drinking bouts, wild parties, and similar things to these, which things I am saying in advance for your benefit, just as I have said before, that those who continue practicing such things as these will never inherit the kingdom of God.”



(2)  Gal 5:26, “Let us not become conceited braggarts, permitting ourselves to provoke one another, bearing a grudge [envy, jealousy, malice] toward one another.”


(3)  1 Tim 6:3-5, “If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not occupy himself with [devote himself to] sound doctrines, those of our Lord Jesus Christ; that is, the teaching pertaining to respect for God, he has received blind arrogance, understanding nothing, but continues to have morbid obsessions about controversial questions [controversial discussions and debates] and disputes about words, from which develop jealousy, contention, slanders, evil conjectures [or degenerate speculations], incessant quarrellings between men having received corrupt thinking and having been robbed of the truth, constantly thinking that the spiritual life is a means of gaining wealth.”


(4)  Tit 3:3, “For formerly we kept on being unthinking, disobedient, misled, slaves to desires and various pleasures, spending our lives in the sphere of evil and jealousy, hated ones, hating one another.”



(5)  2 Cor 12:20, “Indeed I am afraid that perhaps, after I come, I might find you not the sort of people I wish and I might be found by you not the sort of person you wish.  That perhaps [there might be] strife, envy, angers, selfish ambitions, slanders, whispering-gossipers, conceits, insurrections.”



(6)  1 Pet 2:1, “Therefore rid yourselves of all depravity and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slanders.”



(7)  Rom 1:28-32, “Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to have God in full knowledge, God delivered them over to a degenerate pattern of thinking to do what is not proper, being filled with all wrongdoing, wickedness, greed, depravity, full of envy, murder, strife [enjoy causing trouble], deceit, malice, gossipers, slanderers, haters of God, insolent [rude and disrespectful], arrogant, braggarts, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, without understanding, not keeping their promises, without natural affection, unmerciful; who certainly, although knowing exactly the requirement of God that those who practice such things are worthy of death, not only continue to do these very things, but also approve of those who continue practicing [these things].”


(8)  Rom 2:8-9, “But to those on the other hand who from selfish ambition indeed refuse to believe the truth but keep on obeying unrighteousness – Anger and Wrath!  There is pressure and distress against every soul of man who keeps on producing this evil, especially with reference to the Jew but also to the Gentile.”

l.  But jealousy, envy, selfishness, and selfish ambition are not a part of God’s kingdom.  1 Cor 13:4, “Virtue-love is patient; virtue-love is kind; is not filled with jealousy or envy, does not behave as a braggart, is not inflated with arrogance.”
2.  “there [is] rejection of authority and every bad thing.”

a.  The result of the mental attitude sins of jealousy, envy, selfishness, and selfish ambition is rejection of authority and every bad, evil, immoral and corrupt deed, thing, event, occurrence, matter, undertaking, occupation, task, and human affair.

b.  One of the greatest projects of Satan and the fallen angels is to motivate mankind to reject divine authority.


c.  This means the rejection of the laws of divinely established authority, which include such authorities as: parents, teachers, coaches, police officers, judges, government officials, senior rank in the military, corporate authority, and authority in every other place it is found.

d.  Satan was the first creature to reject the authority of God.


e.  Satan talked one-third of the angels into also rejecting the authority of Jesus Christ, their creator.


f.  Now, Satan and the fallen angels are trying desperately to prove that there is nothing wrong with the rejection of authority by attempting to get a majority of mankind to reject the authority of God.


g.  The main proof that Satan offers for the rejection of the authority of God is the fact that so many men refuse to believe in Christ for eternal salvation.


h.  Rejection of salvation is rejection of the love of God.  God’s authority is a part of His love for all His creatures.  Therefore, rejection of God’s love is also rejection of God’s authority.


i.  Once authority has been rejected, it opens the flood gates of the sin nature to do whatever it wants.  The result is every bad thing we can imagine.  There is no bad or evil thing that occurs in any sphere of life that does not relate back to rejection of authority in some respect.


k.  Therefore, the doctrine of demons is this: it is alright to be motivated by jealousy, envy, and selfish ambition, and then it is equally acceptable to reject whatever authority is necessary to get what you want.


l.  The most important authority the person must reject is the volition of his own soul; for the volition of the soul is the only authority he has to say ‘no’ to the old sin nature.


m.  God has given us the authority to stop the lust pattern of the sin nature.  The doctrine of demons teaches us to relinquish that authority to the sin nature control of the soul.


n.  The result is every bad, evil, immoral and corrupt deed, thing, event, occurrence, matter, undertaking, occupation, task, and human affair in life.
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