James 2:7



- is the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not,” followed by the nominative subject from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS.  “When AUTOS is in the predicate position to an articular noun (or to an anarthrous proper name), it has the force of himself, herself, itself, etc.  It can also bear this force when it stands alone or as the subject of the verb.  In general, the intensive use is intended ‘to emphasize identity. It is the demonstrative force intensified.’”
  It refers to the rich Jews who are now seeking to join the assemblies of Christians.  Then we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb BLASPHĒMEW, which means “to slander, malign, or blaspheme (when used of a verbal action against God).”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the rich Jews trying to enter the Christian assemblies are producing the action of slandering and maligning the honorable name of “Christ.”


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that expect an affirmative answer.

This is followed by the direct object from the neuter singular article, the adjective KALOS, meaning “good, noble, honorable, excellent,” and the noun ONOMA, meaning “name, person, title.”

“Do not they themselves malign the honorable name”
- is the appositional accusative of the neuter singular articular aorist passive participle from the verb EPIKALEW, which means “to address or characterize someone by a special term: call, give a surname.  The passive is used with ONOMA, as in the OT to designate the latter as the property of the former Acts 15:17 (Am 9:12, also 2 Chr 7:14); Jam 2:7.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “which.” “Sometimes the article is equivalent to a relative pronoun in force.  To say that the article is functioning like a relative pronoun is only an English way of looking at the matter. Thus it is not truly the semantic force of the article. The article is still dependent on a noun or other substantive. It typically bears an anaphoric force, pointing back to the substantive with which it has concord.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the past action in its entirety as a completed action with emphasis on the existing results.


The passive voice indicates that the subject—the Jewish believers in the scattered and destitute churches of Judea and other places—receives the action of being called or surnamed.


The participle is an instrumental participle, which indicates that means by which the action of maligning is carried out.  The maligning is carried out by calling these believers “Christians” as though this title were a title of derision, scorn, disdain, mockery, ridicule, contempt, and disrespect.
Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning literally “over or upon you.”  However, this phrase is an idiom meaning: to claim someone for one’s own.
“by which you have been surnamed [claimed for God’s own]?”
James 2:7 corrected translation
“Do not they themselves malign the honorable name [Christian] by which you have been surnamed [claimed for God’s own]?”
Explanation:
1.  “Do not they themselves malign the honorable name [Christian]”

a.  Generally as a group the rich and powerful Jews of Jerusalem and Judea rejected the Messiahship of Jesus Christ.  Their antagonism toward Christians continued long after His resurrection and ascension.  The primary example of this was the mission of Saul of Tarsus to destroy Christians wherever he found them.  He was empowered by the rich and powerful men of Israel to do away with Christianity.

b.  Not much had changed in the fifteen years since the resurrection of Christ.  The rich and powerful still hated the sect called “Christians.”  They despised those Jews who believed in Christ, calling them “Christians” as a title of slander and maligning.

c.  The rich and powerful Jews maligned, slandered, and blasphemed the person of Jesus Christ long after He had died and risen from the dead.  His resurrection had no impact on these men.  He was only seen as a threat to their wealth, power, and authority.


d.  Our Lord gave a description of these rich and powerful men and the prophecy of what the future held for them in Mt 23:29-38, “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous, and say, ‘If we had been living in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partners with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’  So you testify against yourselves, that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets.  Fill up, then, the measure of the guilt of your fathers.  You serpents, you brood of vipers, how will you escape the sentence of hell?  Therefore, behold, I am sending you prophets and wise men and scribes; some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues, and persecute from city to city, so that upon you may fall the guilt of all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar.  Truly I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation.  Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling.  Behold, your house is being left to you desolate!”

e.  Lk 19:47 describes the attitude of these men toward Christ, “And He was teaching daily in the temple; but the chief priests and the scribes and the leading men among the people were trying to destroy Him.”


f.  The early persecution by these rich and powerful leaders of the Jews is first mentioned in Acts 4:26-29, “‘The kings of the earth took their stand, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord and against His Christ.’  For truly in this city there were gathered together against Your holy servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose predestined to occur.  And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Your bond-servants may speak Your word with all confidence.”

g.  Their continued maligning of Christ is described in Acts 5:27-28, “When they [the Temple Guard] had brought them [the Apostles], they stood them before the Council. The high priest questioned them, saying, ‘We gave you strict orders not to continue teaching in this name, and yet, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and intend to bring this man's blood upon us.’”  Acts 5:40, “They took his advice; and after calling the apostles in, they flogged them and ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and then released them.”


h.  The honorable name is mentioned in Acts 11:26, “and when he [Barnabas] had found him [Paul], he brought him to Antioch. And for an entire year they met with the church and taught considerable numbers; and the disciples were first called ‘Christians’ in Antioch.”
2.  “by which you have been surnamed [claimed for God’s own]?”

a.  The name “Christian” was given to those who believe in Christ and trust Him for eternal salvation.

b.  It is a title that indicates that those who believe in Christ belong to Him.  God has claimed for Himself those who believe in His Son.

c.  Therefore, those who believe in Christ have been given a title that is above every title and a name that is above every name.



(1)  Eph 1:20-21, “which [superior power] He put into operation by means of Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His own right hand in heavenly places,   superior to every authority, both human power and authority as well as angelic power and authority, and superior to every title that can be named, not only in this age [Church Age] but also in the one destined to come [Millennium].”


(2)  Phil 2:9, “Therefore, also the God [Father] has exalted Him [Jesus Christ] to the maximum and has bestowed on Him [Jesus Christ] the rank/title/name which is above every rank/title/name.”

d.  This concept is also mentioned by Paul in Eph 3:14-15, “For this reason I kneel before the Father, from Whom the entire family in heaven and on earth derives its title.”


e.  This concept is mentioned by Peter in 1 Pet 4:14, 16, “If you are criticized because of the name/person/title of Christ, you are happy, because the Spirit of glory; that is, the Spirit of God rests upon you.”  “But if [you suffer] as Christians and you do, stop being ashamed, but glorify God because of this title.”

f.  The spiritual winner received a new title for eternity, Rev 3:12, “The winner, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God [Father], furthermore, he will never vanish from history, also I will emblazon [inscribe a heraldry] on him the title of My God, also the new Jerusalem which shall descend from heaven from My God, also emblazoned with My new name [third royal patent of Jesus Christ].”


g.  The rich and powerful will malign the name and the person of Christ by slandering Christians throughout the Church Age.  This will continue in the Tribulation for all who believe in Christ and will not end until the Second Advent of Christ.  It will probably occur again during the Gog revolution at the end of the millennial reign of our Lord.
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