James 2:24



- is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb HORAW, which means “to be mentally or spiritually perceptive: notice, perceive, understand Acts 8:23; we do not yet see everything subjected to him Heb 2:8.”


The present tense is a progressive present for something that should begin now and continue throughout your life.

The active voice indicates that believers are expected to produce this action.


The imperative mood is a command.

This is followed by the conjunction HOTI, used after verbs of perception to indicate the content of that perception.  It is translated “that.”
“Notice that”
- is the preposition EK plus the ablative of means from the neuter plural noun EGRON, which means “by means of actions, accomplishments.”  Then we have the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb DIKAIOW, which means “is vindicated Lk 7:35; Mt 11:19; be acquitted, be pronounced and treated as righteous.”


The present tense is a customary and gnomic present for what normally, customarily, and always occurs throughout human history.


The passive voice indicates that a believer who executes the will of God receives the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, which means “a man” and refers to any person who executes the will of God.
“by means of actions a man receives vindication [is pronounced and treated as righteous]”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not,” followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of means from the passive meaning of the feminine singular noun PISTIS, “what is believed” or “doctrine” and the adverb of manner MONOS, meaning “alone.”
“and not by means of doctrine alone.”

James 2:24 corrected translation
“Notice that by means of actions a man receives vindication [is pronounced and treated as righteous] and not by means of doctrine alone.”
Explanation:
1.  “Notice that”

a.  James continues with a simple command to his readers to wake up and pay attention to the principle he has just illustrated.  He taught the principle, illustrated the principle, restated the principle, and now wants them to pay attention once again to the principle.  This is called repetition in teaching.

b.  James was not about to allow his congregation to ignore him, especially those who were antagonistic to his teaching.  He was making his point and making it in such a way that he could not and would not be ignored.  In effect he was saying to his critics, ‘If you didn’t get it before, here is another chance for you to understand the principle.’

c.  When the word of God tells us to pay attention and notice something, then it is time to forget about the rest of the things we erroneously believe and concentrate on what the word of God has to say.


d.  At some point in our spiritual life, we have to set aside our preconceived notions, our false values, and our wishful thinking, and focus on the reality of truth of the word of God.


e.  James is telling his congregation, “Now hear this,” “Pay attention,” “Listen!”
2.  “by means of actions a man receives vindication [is pronounced and treated as righteous]”

a.  This is the principle for the execution of the spiritual life—a believer is vindicated as a mature believer by means of the execution of the will of God.

b.  A man is pronounced righteous at the moment he believes in Christ by taking the action of believing.  A man is pronounced righteous at the moment of spiritual maturity by the actions of obeying the will of God.


c.  A believer has to perform many actions over a long period of time to be vindicated or proven righteous as a mature believer.  A man has to perform one action in a moment of time to be vindicated or proven righteous as a person who believed in Christ.


d.  James is not teaching the principle of vindication at salvation, but the principle of vindication at spiritual maturity.


e.  We cannot vindicate ourselves by anything we do.  Only God can vindicate us.  Only God can pronounce us righteous.  God will only declare a believer to be righteous in his actions as a believer, if that man has done what God has required of him.


f.  We cannot execute the will of other men and be justified as mature believers.  That is the system of legalism and works, against which James is teaching.  The actions God requires are not a system of works or deeds, but learning and obeying the teachings found in His Word.


g.  Mature believers are vindicated by:



(1)  Faithfully and consistently using the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9.



(2)  Being filled with and having fellowship with the Holy Spirit.



(3)  Believing and claiming the promises of God (the faith-rest drill).



(4)  Being grace oriented.



(5)  Making Bible doctrine the number one priority in life.



(6)  Having a personal sense of destiny, which includes complete confidence in God.


(7)  Having personal love for God the Father.



(8)  Having unconditional love for all other people.



(9)  Being content, relaxed, and happy under all circumstances.



(10)  Being occupied with the person of our Lord Jesus Christ.


h.  These are the actions that prove that a believer is a mature believer.  These are the actions that cause God to vindicate that believer as a mature believer.  These are the things that cause a believer to be filled with all the fullness of God (the pleroma status of Eph 3:19).
3.  “and not by means of doctrine alone.”

a.  This does not mean that learning doctrine is not necessary.  It is most necessary.  The point James is making is that if all we do is learn doctrine and never apply it, then it is useless.  This is the same point he has been making throughout this context.

b.  We are not vindicated as righteous because we have learned a lot of academic things about the word of God.  We are vindicated as righteous because we have believed what we have learned and those beliefs have made a difference in the things we do mentally, verbally, and overtly.


c.  Spiritual maturity equals what we believe plus what we do with those beliefs.  Doctrine minus application produces legalism.  Application without doctrine produces emotionalism.


d.  Doctrine and application must work together to produce spiritual maturity and vindication of the believer who has spiritual capacity righteousness.  Many believers know lots of doctrine, but never apply what they know.  They have not learned that doctrine and made it a new standard in their conscience.  Doctrine must be believed to be a new standard in the soul for action in the life.


e.  Doctrine we believe and accept changes our thinking, values, priorities, and actions in life.  We act on the things we really believe to be true.  When we truly believe the word of God, we act upon it and our life is changed forever by the vindication we receive from God.


f.  Blessings for time and eternity are God’s vindication or proof that He considers our application of the word of God as spiritual capacity righteousness (the capacity to do what is right).  Spiritual capacity righteousness requires both accepted doctrine in our soul and the application of that doctrine in our spiritual life.  These two things (doctrine and its application) combine to prove to Satan and the fallen angels that the word of God is alive and powerful in our spiritual life.  This proof to Satan vindicates the plan of God in human history, which then permits the love of God to vindicate the mature believer.
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