James 2:2
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- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” with the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if and it may or may not happen.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to come into, to enter.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which places stress on the fact of the occurrence of the action, not the nature or kind of action occurring.


The active voice indicates that the subject, a rich believer, produces the action of entering the church.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive and is used with EAN to indicate the likelihood of this occurring in the future.  This is called in Greek grammar the more probable future.  The word “should” is used in the translation to bring out this aspect of the mood.


This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular noun SUNAGWGĒ, which is transliterated “synagogue” but means “a place of assembly, a synagogal meeting, a meeting, gathering for worship.”
  With this we have the possessive genitive of the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”  The prepositional phrase is translated “into your assembly.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun ANĒR, meaning “a man” and referring to a believer of some prominence and stature.  With this we have the nominative masculine singular adjective CHRUSODAKTULIOS, which means “a gold fingered.”  This refers to a man with gold rings on his fingers; that is, a wealthy person.  This is followed by the preposition EN, used as “a marker of a state or condition, of being clothed and metaphors associated with such condition, translated: in, with”
 plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun ESTHĒS, meaning “clothing” and the adjective LAMPROS, meaning “shining, radiant, bright, and is used of stars, the sun, the moon, the morning star (Rev 22:16), portions of metal, water, stones, clothes (the coat of Odysseus), but also the garment of a popular rich man (in the sense of “resplendent”).”

“For if a man covered with gold rings in resplendent clothing should enter into your assembly,”
- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but, however.”  With this we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to come into, to enter.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which places stress on the fact of the occurrence of the action, not the nature or kind of action occurring.


The active voice indicates that the subject, a poor believer, produces the action of entering the church.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive and used with EAN to indicate the likelihood of this occurring in the future.
Then we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PTWCHOS, meaning “a poor person.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the dative of state or condition from the feminine singular adjective HRURPAROS, meaning “dirty, filthy, soiled” and the noun ESTHĒS, meaning “clothing.”
“but a poor person in filthy clothing also enters,”
James 2:2 corrected translation
“For if a man covered with gold rings in resplendent clothing should enter into your assembly, but a poor person in filthy clothing also enters,”
Explanation:
1.  “For if a man covered with gold rings in resplendent clothing should enter into your assembly,”

a.  James continues with an explanation of why we are to stop having partialities and showing favoritism to certain people in the church.  James illustrates with a conditional sentence of something that had certainly happened in the past and would more than likely occur again in the future.

b.  There are two men presented in this illustration: the rich man and the poor man.  The rich man is described in two ways



(1)  He has his fingers covered in gold rings.



(2)  He has the finest, most beautiful and radiant clothing.


c.  The emphasis here is on outward appearance.  The rich man looks like he has everything a person could want in life.  He looks on the outside like he has the best possible life.


d.  The rich man is analogous to the hearer-only believer previously mentioned, who enters into the assembly of the local church as if to worship, but will forget everything he hears about himself as soon as he leaves.


e.  The rich man comes to church to be seen by others.  He desires the approbation and fawning of others.  The rich man is occupied with himself instead of being occupied with Christ.


f.  Like most rich men, this man also has regular work clothes for when he wants to engage in some activity and not destroy his finest suit of clothes.  But this rich man deliberately makes a decision not to wear his average clothes.  He comes to church to make a show of his great wealth.


g.  The rich man enters church to get something he wants from others—their attention.  He is not there to give back to God his appreciation and thankfulness for all his blessings.


h.  There is also an implied principle, which is not stated here: anyone is free to enter into the assembly of the local church regardless of race, color, culture, economic status, gender, or any other human factor.

2.  “but a poor person in filthy clothing also enters,”

a.  In contrast to the rich man, we have the poor man.  This person is a beggar, someone completely destitute and helpless.  He is totally dependent on the help of others.  This man is so poor, he only has one set of clothes and does not even have the ability to clean his own clothes.

b.  However, this man does have something the rich man apparently does not have—positive volition to the word of God.


c.  The poor man is not there to be seen by others or to receive the attention of others.  He is there to hear the word of God and appreciate all that God has done for him by providing eternal salvation.


d.  The poor man is not bitter about his circumstances of life.  He is not angry with God or demanding that God do anything for him.  The poor man accepts the situation in which God has placed him, knowing that this is God’s will for his life, and the manner in which God wishes to be glorified by him.


e.  The great testimony of this man before the Supreme Court of Heaven is that economic status does not hinder a person from believing in Christ and being grateful to God for His love and eternal salvation.


f.  This believer has capacity for life; something which all the wealth on the rich man’s fingers cannot buy.


g.  This believer is not antagonistic toward or jealous of the rich man.  He recognizes that God has made the rich believer wealthy, so that he too may testify to his thankfulness for the love of God in spite of his economic condition.


h.  For both men the issue is not economic status, but attitude toward the word of God and appreciation of God.


i.  For the rest of the believers in the congregation the issue is a spiritual life without partiality toward either one of these believers based upon their economic status.
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