James 2:17



 is the adverb of manner HOUTW, which means “So, or In this manner.”  With this we have the adjunctive or adverbial used of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the nominative feminine singular from the passive sense of the article and noun PISTIS, meaning “what is believed” or “doctrine.”
“So also what is believed,”
- is the third class conditional particle EAN, which means “if and it may or may not be true.”  Then we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” with the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now hypothetically going on.


The active voice indicates that the believer in this hypothetical case is not producing the action of having any production of divine good; that is, taking an action based upon the doctrine he has learned.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive with EAN to indicate that this protasis is a contingency based upon the volition and decisions of the believer.
This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun ERGON, which means “deeds, actions, manifestations, practical proofs, accomplishments.”  In English instead of saying “to have action” we would say “to take action.”

“if it does not take actions,”
- is the predicate nominative from the feminine singular adjective NEKROS, which means “dead.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be, it is.”

The present tense is an aoristic or gnomic present for a universal truth that is presented as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the subject—the Bible doctrine in the soul of the believer; that is, what is believed, produces the action of being dead.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Finally, we have the preposition KATA plus the accusative of isolation or separateness from the third person feminine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “by oneself Acts 28:16; live by oneself of the private dwelling of Paul in Rome Acts 28:16; faith by itself is dead Jam 2:17.”

“is dead by itself.”

James 2:17 corrected translation
“So also what is believed, if it does not take actions, is dead by itself.”
Explanation:
1.  “So also what is believed,”


a.  James continues with the principle that comes from his previous hypothetical illustration.  If we do not provide the things necessary for the body to those of us in need, saying that we should do it, does no good.  So also if we do not take action based upon what we believe, what we believe is dead.


b.  What we believe is only valuable to us, if it produces a change in our decisions and actions.  Believing something is meaningless unless it produces a change in our thinking, our decisions, and our actions.  For example, Satan firmly believes that God exists.  But he has no intention of acting upon the basis of the fact that God is who and what He is.  Instead Satan openly opposes God and all for which God stands.

c.  People say they believe in freedom, but are completely unwilling to risk their own life or the lives of their children by joining the military and going in harm’s way to protect that freedom.  People say they love God, but when God says, “Flee fornication,” they have no intention of doing so.  Instead they will fornicate any chance they get.  People say they love the word of God and are willing to do anything God asks, but when God asks them to pray for others, they just can’t seem to find the time to do so.


d.  Our actions betray our true beliefs.  We do those things that we truly believe.  We say we believe in eternal life, yet we do not live our life in the light of eternity.  We live as if the here and now is all that there is.

e.  What we believe is more important than anything in life, if we truly believe.  Our real confidence and trust is in those things which we believe.  If we believe in money, wealth, and material possessions, then our trust and confidence will be in those things.


f.  God has provided the greatest system of belief that has ever existed and it is based on the person of His Son, Jesus Christ, and the teachings of His apostles.  However, this system of belief is meaningless and dead, if it does not produce a change of values and realities in our soul, so that our actions are a reflection of that system of values.


g.  We do what we value.  If we value the word of God, we will do what God asks and demands of us.

2.  “if it does not take actions,”

a.  There are believers who do not take actions with regard to the system of belief found in the New Testament canon of Scripture.  These believers do not take action because they have a different system of belief.  They say they know doctrine, but they are hearers only.  They say they love God, but they have no intention of really executing His will.


b.  Bible doctrine in the soul takes action.  It takes the right kind of action to do the right thing in the right way at the right time.  The system of action that God requires is called protocol.  God expects us to do the right thing (what He wants) in the right way (the way He wants it done).


c.  Some believers are not on God’s agenda.  They are on their own agenda.  They will take actions only in compatibility with something they want, when they want it, and to benefit themselves in some way.  Even when they do help others, it is often done so that others will see and praise them for what they have done.


d.  These believers know that God expects unconditional love from us toward each other.  They know that the function of this unconditional love means helping others in need.  However, they do not do what they know God wants, and have all kinds of justification for why they don’t do anything.  They are negative to doctrine, negative to the will of God, negative to what they say they believe.  Therefore they are hypocrites saying that they believe something, yet failing to act upon what they say they believe.


e.  For example, they believe God gives eternal life to those who believe in Christ, yet they believe they can lose their salvation.  Their faith in God is dead.  They really have no faith in God.  They may have had faith at some previous point in their life, which guaranteed their eternal life forever, but right now their faith or confidence in what they believe is dead.
3.  “is dead by itself.”

a.  What we believe is dead if what we believe is by itself or alone and never acts on what it believes.  For example, the unbeliever who understands the gospel completely, yet never declares his faith or confidence in Jesus Christ as his savior is still spiritually dead.  Likewise, the believer with all kinds of Bible doctrine in the soul, who never uses the spiritual problem-solving devices is experientially dead in his execution of the spiritual life.

b.  James will repeat this principle in Jam 2:26, “For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also doctrine without actions is dead.”

c.  Paul understood the same principle and used it in a different illustration in 1 Tim 5:6, “But the one who lives luxuriously has died, while she is living.”

d.  What we believe cannot be divorced from what we do.  When it is, it is by itself and therefore is dead or non-operational.  God wants us to have Bible doctrine in our souls that is operational, not dead and useless.


e.  Doctrine that does not motivate us to a new change of values and actions is as useless as a dead body, for it is the same as having a dead soul.


f.  What we believe is dead, if it does not produce the action of application of that doctrine.  What good does it do to believe something, if that belief does not change us and what we do?  Understanding that stealing is a sin and believing it to be wrong does no good, if we continue to steal.  Our belief is dead, since it has not changed our action.


g.  God expects us to learn His Word and believe His Word with the result that we act differently in life.  Doctrine produces a change of mind.  That change of mind produces a change of standards.  That change of standards produces a change of values.  That change of values is supposed to produce a change in thought, attitude, behavior, and actions.  If this does not happen, then what’s the point in learning doctrine.  That doctrine is dead.


h.  Doctrine is alive and powerful only to the believer that lives his spiritual life based upon that doctrine.  The believer who does not is experientially dead in the spiritual life even while he lives as a believer with eternal life.
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