James 2:14



- is the predicate nominative from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “What.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun OPHELOS, which means “an advantage derived from something: benefit, good; ‘what good does it do?’ Jam 2:16; Mt 16:26; ‘what good is it to me?’ 1 Cor 15:32.”
  We have the ellipsis of the verb EIMI here, meaning “is.”  Then we have the vocative masculine plural from the noun ADELPHOS with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my brothers.”
“What [is] the advantage, my brothers,”
- is the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if and it may or may not be true.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the passive meaning of the feminine singular noun PISTIS, meaning “what is believed” or “body of faith” or “doctrine.”

1.  The word PISTIS throughout this context refers to a person who has heard the promises, principles, and teaching of the word of God, has believed them, and is now living his life based upon them.


2.  Faith here means much more than just the faith we have at salvation.


3.  It includes the faith we have at salvation, but it also includes the living faith of what we believe about God, His Word, His plan, and His will for our life throughout our spiritual life after salvation as well.


4.  PISTIS here is what we do with what we really believe on the basis of what we know God has said.


5.  This is “faith as fidelity to Christian teaching: Jam 2:14ab, 17, 18abc, 20, 22ab, 24, 26.”

This is followed by the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb LEGW, which means “to say,” but in the context of this hypothetical example it could also be translated “to allege” or “to claim.”

The present tense is a pictorial present, in which James presents a picture to his reader’s mind of what is going on.

The active voice indicates that the hypothetical believer in this example produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive and used with EAN to introduce a third class conditional clause of something that will probably occur in the future.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone, someone.”  This is followed by indirect discourse, which is introduced by the present active infinitive from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a state or condition that currently exists without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result; it is simply true right now.


The active voice indicates that this hypothetical believer produces the action of having doctrine or the word of God in his soul.  He has heard the promises of God; he has believed them, and he is now living his life based upon them.

The infinitive is an infinitive of indirect discourse, which is used after verbs of communication to introduce in indirect discourse what was said in direct discourse (“I have faith but I do not have works.”)  See Daniel B.Wallace’s Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics, page 604.
“if anyone claims to have faith [fidelity to Christian teaching],”
- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” with the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun ERGON, meaning “actions, practical proofs, deeds, or accomplishments.”  Then we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” with the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The present tense is a pictorial present, in which James presents a picture to his reader’s mind of what is going on.


The active voice indicates that the hypothetical believer in this example produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive and used with EAN to introduce a third class conditional clause of something that will probably occur in the future.

“but keeps on not having actions, [accomplishments, production]?”

- is the negative MĒ, meaning “not” with the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”


The present tense is a static present for a state of condition that perpetually exists.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, the doctrine of this hypothetical believer does not produce the action of being able to do something.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that expect a negative answer of agreement. “No, it will not.”

This is followed by the nominative from the anaphoric use of the feminine singular article and the noun PISTIS, used in its passive sense meaning “what is believed” or “doctrine.”  “The anaphoric article is the article denoting previous reference.  The first mention of the substantive is usually anarthrous because it is merely being introduced.  But subsequent mentions of it use the article, for the article is now pointing back to the substantive previously mentioned.  The anaphoric article has, by nature, then, a pointing force to it, reminding the reader of who or what was mentioned previously.”
  The anaphoric article can be translated as a demonstrative pronoun “this” or “that” faith to bring out this sense of pointing back to the previous noun.  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb SWIZW, which means “to save, deliver, rescue, keep from harm; keep, preserve in good condition.”

The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist, which presents the action as a generally accepted fact or universal truth.


The active voice indicates that the believer with non-operational doctrine produces the action of not having any doctrine available to use to deliver himself in testing or protect his own soul from harm, or keep and preserve his own spiritual life in good condition.

The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which is used to complete the meaning of the verb DUNAMAI = to be able.
Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “him.”
“This [non-operational] faith [fidelity to Christian teaching] is not able to deliver him, is it?  No, it isn’t.”
James 2:14 corrected translation
“What [is] the advantage, my brothers, if anyone claims to have faith [fidelity to Christian teaching], but keeps on not having actions, [accomplishments, production]?  This [non-operational] faith [fidelity to Christian teaching] is not able to deliver him, is it?  No, it isn’t.”
Explanation:
1.  “What [is] the advantage, my brothers,”

a.  James continues with two rhetorical questions that expect an affirmative answer or agreement with the person asking the question.

b.  The obvious answer is that there is no advantage to anyone who claims to know and be faithful to the word of God and yet does nothing with his beliefs.

c.  By using the phase ‘my brothers’ James again identifies himself with his scattered congregation of fellow-believers.

2.  “if anyone claims to have faith [fidelity to Christian teaching],”

a.  The first question indicates that this may or may not be true depending upon the volition and decisions of each individual believer.

b.  The indefinite subject indicates that this applies to every single member of the royal family of God at any given time in the Church Age.  We all have to face this same decision and value.

c.  There are people who claim to have faith or doctrine in their soul and are living according to that faith and doctrine.  There are believers in every generation of the Church Age who claim or say or allege that they believe in the word of God.


d.  The key to interpreting this phrase is the term “having faith.”



(1)  Having faith is having confidence in something you have learned, understood, and believed.



(2)  There is the faith which we have at salvation, which is having confidence in the fact that Jesus Christ went to the Cross to be judged as a substitute for us.  This is saving faith or confidence in the doctrines concerning eternal life through having confidence in Jesus Christ doing something and providing something for us.



(3)  But there is also the confidence that we have in all God’s teachings, Word, and promises that deal with everything in our spiritual life after salvation.


(4)  James is dealing here with our spiritual life after salvation, not what we believe at salvation.  The context which follows talks about our actions, accomplishments, or production, which have nothing to do with salvation, but with our spiritual life after salvation.



(5)  So what we have here is a believer who claims to have Bible doctrine in his soul and is living his spiritual life according to that doctrine.  In other words we have here a believer who claims to be faithful to the teachings of the word of God by doing what God wants.

3.  “but keeps on not having actions, [accomplishments, production]?”

a.  But instead of having fidelity to doctrinal teaching, this type of believer continues to not do anything regarding what he has learned.  This believer has learned, understood, and says he believes doctrine, but does not apply it, does not take any action, has no accomplishments, and has no divine good production.  This believer does not apply the doctrine he knows.  He knows and does nothing.


b.  The system of beliefs of this Christian is non-productive.  It is useless.

c.  This believer does not have unconditional love toward all.


d.  He has no personal love for God.


e.  He is not occupied with Christ.


f.  He has no personal sense of destiny.


g.  He has no grace or doctrinal orientation.


h.  He has no happiness.


i. This believer has academic knowledge (GNWSIS) of the word of God, but not the full-knowledge (EPIGNWSIS) of the word of God.

j.  This believer knows what God expects but does not do it; therefore, what is his advantage?  None.
4.  “This [non-operational] faith [fidelity to Christian teaching] is not able to deliver him, is it?  No, it isn’t.”

a.  The second rhetorical question deals with the ramifications or results of the first question.  Since this believer does not use the doctrine he says he has learned and believed, this believer has no spiritual problem-solving devices to deliver him under pressure, stress, testing, etc.


b.  This believer’s faith or confidence in God is non-operational or dead.


c.  This believer has no fidelity to Christian teaching.


d.  Because his doctrine is non-operational or unfaithful, it is not able to deliver him from the temptations of the sin nature, from stress in the soul, from thought testing, or from the disasters of life.

e.  The faith of this believer is non-operational.  He does not use the faith-rest drill.


f.  Dead doctrine cannot deliver the operationally dead believer.  For the word of God to deliver a believer, that doctrine must be learned, believed, and operational in his life.


g.  The believer who is not faithful to learning and using doctrine in his daily spiritual life will not be delivered from the problems and difficulties of life.

h.  James had taught this many times to his congregation before they encountered the difficulties of being scattered by persecution.  Now he is reminding them by asking them a question to which they already know the answer.  They have not been delivered from persecution or the difficulties of life, because so many of them have not had fidelity to James’ teaching of doctrine.
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