James 2:10



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” and introducing an illustration.  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular qualitative relative pronoun HOSTIS, which means “whoever.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular adjective HOLOS, meaning “whole, entire, or complete,” followed by the article and noun NOMOS, meaning “the law.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb TĒREW, which means “to persist in obedience: keep, observe, fulfill, pay attention to, especially of law and teaching Mt 23:3; Acts 15:5; Jam 2:10; Mt 28:20; 19:17; Jn 14:15, 21; 15:10; 1 Jn 2:3f; 3:22, 24; 5:3; Rev 12:17; 14:12.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action into a single whole and regards it as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite subject ‘whoever’ produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is used in a relative clause (normally with the indefinite particle AN and a relative pronoun, but sometimes—as we have here—without AN and just the indefinite pronoun) to indicate what may take place in the future or what would probably take place because it is objectively possible.
“For whoever would keep the entire law”
- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” plus the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb PTAIW, “to lose one’s footing, stumble, trip; ‘they did not stumble so as to fall into ruin, did they?’ Rom 11:11. The ‘stumbling’ means to make a mistake, go astray, sin.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action into a single whole and regards it as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite subject ‘whoever’ produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is used in a relative clause to indicate what will probably take place.
Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular numeral adjective HEIS, meaning “in one thing.”
“but stumble in one thing,”
- is the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite subject “whoever” produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective ENOCHOS, meaning “liable, answerable, guilty.”  With this we have the ablative of the whole (or partitive ablative) from the neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “of all” and referring to all the commandments of the law.
“he has become liable [guilty] of all.”
James 2:10 corrected translation
“For whoever would keep the entire law but stumble in one thing, he has become liable [guilty] of all.”
Explanation:
1.  “For whoever would keep the entire law”

a.  James continues with an explanation of why the person who shows partiality is a violator of the royal law of our Lord Jesus Christ.

b.  The subject “whoever” refers to any member of the human race, whether Jew or Gentile, who was attempting to keep the entire law of God for salvation or for the execution of the spiritual life.


c.  We know that “whoever” refers to any member of the human race from Paul’s statement in Gal 5:2-4, “Pay attention!  I, Paul, am telling you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will profit you in nothing.  Moreover I testify again to every man who receives circumcision that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law.  You have been estranged from Christ, whoever is attempting to be justified by the Law.  You have drifted off course from grace.”  Paul wrote this to Gentile believers in the Galatian church, not to Jews!  James is writing to Jews, who were now Christians and therefore no longer Jews.

d.  James is making a point to these former Jews (now Christians) using a principle with which they were all very familiar.  If you fail in one part of God’s law, you fail in every part of God’s law.  God’s law is a unified whole, because God is a unified whole.  The righteousness of God is a unity.  It cannot be divided into parts that man can comply with and other parts that man does not have to comply with.


e.  God expects man to comply with His entire righteousness, which means that man must comply with or be obedient to the entire law of God, whether it is the Mosaic Law given to Israel in a former dispensation or the royal law given to the Church Age believer.


f.  These former Jewish (now Christian) believers understood perfectly what it meant to keep or obey the entire law of God.  It meant that whatever God required of them they had to do.


g.  God requires of them that they not show partiality.  This is only one principle of the royal law of unconditional love toward all.  However, if they fail to observe this principle then they have failed to obey the entire royal law in all its principles.


h.  In the Church Age, God expects us to keep, observe, and obey the entire royal law of unconditional love toward all.
2.  “but stumble in one thing,”

a.  Stumbling is a word-picture for committing a personal sin.


(1)  James uses this same word-picture again in Jam 3:2, “For we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as well.”


(2)  Peter uses this word-picture in 2 Pet 1:10, “Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble.”


(3)  Jude 1:24, “Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy.”

b.  It only takes one sin for a man to fail to obey the law of God.  The righteousness of God demands perfection.  This is taught by Paul in detail in:


(1)  Rom 3:9-12, “What, then, are we to conclude?  Do we possess anything to shield us [from the justice of God]?  Not at all!  For we have already charged both the Jews and the Greeks that all are under the power of the sin nature. Just as it stands written, ‘There is not a righteous person, not even anyone.’  There is not one who comprehends; there is not one who diligently searches for the God.  All have turned aside [into unrighteousness].  At the same time they have become depraved.  There is not one who does what is right.  There is not as much as a single person.”


(2)  Rom 3:23, “Because all have sinned and have fallen short of the glory of God,”


(3)  Rom 5:12, “For this reason, just as through one man [Adam] sin entered into the world and [spiritual] death by means of [personal] sin, consequently [spiritual] death spread to all men, because all sinned [when Adam sinned].”


(4)  Rom 7:18-23, “Indeed, I know that there does not reside in me; that is, in my human body, intrinsic good; for the resolve is present in me, but the honorable accomplishment—No!  For the intrinsic good which I will [purpose, desire] I am not doing, but the evil which I do not desire, this I keep on practicing.  Now if what I do not desire this very thing I keep doing, I am no longer bringing it about, but the living in me sin nature.  Consequently, I discover this principle in my desiring to do the honorable thing, that evil is present and ready in me.  For I delight in the law from God [Bible doctrine] in relation to the inner man, but I see a different principle in my members [physical body], being at war against the principle of my mind, and so making me a prisoner to the rule of the sin nature, which is in my members [physical body].”

c.  One failure to treat one person with unconditional love is a violation of the entire royal law of love toward one another.  No Church Age believer has ever kept nor will ever keep the royal law of love, just as no Jew was ever able to keep the entire Mosaic Law.
3.  “he has become liable [guilty] of all.”

a.  Since we all have a sin nature, we are all going to stumble in one thing with regard to the royal law of God.  Therefore, every Christian will become liable and guilty to keep every principle of the royal law of unconditional love with impartiality toward all.

b.  James is clearly pointing out to these believers who were showing partiality to some rich people that their actions were sinful and a total failure to keep the royal law of love toward one another without partiality.  Their disrespect of the poor believers was a complete failure to treat them with unconditional love.  Their disrespect for the poor believer is a manifestation of their disregard for the royal law of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is disrespect for Him.
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