James 1:9



is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, used to transition to a different topic.  It is translated “Now.”  With this we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb KAUCHAOMAI, which means “to take pride in something” (here in a good sense).

The present tense is a tendential present for what James proposes should be taking place right now, but is not yet taking place.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, the insignificant, poor, undistinguished, unimportant, humble believer is to produce the action.

The imperative mood is a command.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun ADELPHOS, which means “brother” and refers to a believer.  With this we have the nominative masculine singular article and adjective TAPEINOS, which means “being of low social status or relative inability to cope: lowly, undistinguished, of no account Jam 1:9; Lk 1:52; who encourages the downcast 2 Cor 7:6; Rom 12:16.”
   It also means “humble” as in Jam 4:6 and 1 Pet 5:5, “but He gives grace to the humble.”  Since the context contrasts this believer with the “rich man” or “rich believer,” this word refers to someone who is low on the economic scale of life and undistinguished because of his poverty.
“Now the poor brother must keep on taking pride”
- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular article and noun HUPSOS, which means “a position of high status, high position.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun and translated “his.”
“in his high position,”
James 1:9 corrected translation
“Now the poor brother must keep on taking pride in his high position,”
Explanation:
1.  “Now the poor brother must keep on taking pride”


a.  James now transitions to a new subject—the attitude of the believer.  First he deals with the attitude of the poor or destitute believer.  This believer is lowly, undistinguished, and seemingly unimportant, more so than being humble.


b.  Any type of believer can be humble whether rich or poor, just as any believer can be arrogant whether rich or poor.  The issue here is that many of the believers of James’ church were forced by persecution to leave Jerusalem losing their homes, lands, and savings.  They were now in a state of poverty because of their faith in Christ.


c.  These poor believers were not anything special, not seemingly important, just your average, everyday believer.  However, these poor believers must continue to take pride in their position in Christ.  Poverty is nothing of which to be ashamed.


d.  Being poor does not make a person bad, just as being rich does not make a person noble or honorable.

2.  “in his high position,”

a.  The highest position any person will ever hold in this life is the position of being in union with Christ.  We are the Bride of Christ, the royal family of God, and a kingdom of priests.  We have the highest position ever assigned by God to any creature.  This high position in Christ was given to us as a grace gift at the moment of salvation.


b.  Therefore, since this position in Christ was a grace gift, we have nothing to boast about and nothing to feel self-pity over.  We are to take pride in our high position in Christ without becoming arrogant and without being filled with self-pity.


c.  Our pride in our relationship with Christ is not something we have done, and is no reason for arrogance or bragging.  It is our motivation for gratitude and thanksgiving for who and what God is and all He has done for us.

d.  The poor believer is not to become discouraged in life because of his poverty; for he has the riches of God’s glory in Christ Jesus.  The undistinguished believer is not to become disgruntled with life, but keep on taking pride in the fact that he can be an invisible hero and keep on glorifying God.


e.  The seemingly unimportant believer is not to become despondent, downcast, or disheartened in life, but remember that God has already done the greatest things for him at salvation and no one can take them away from him.


f.  Monetary wealth does not give one a high position in the spiritual life, only God’s wisdom can do that.  Monetary wealth does not do anything for one’s position before God.  But position in Christ does everything for one’s position before God the Father.


g.  Don’t take pride in the amount of money you have or make, but take pride in the fact that you are spiritual royalty and have the privilege of glorifying God the Father’s plan and the person of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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