James 1:8



is the appositional nominative from the masculine singular noun ANĒR, which means “an adult human male: man, husband.”  The word ANĒR is used here for a believer in contrast to the more generic noun ANTHRWPOS, which also means “man” in the sense of “mankind.”  With this we have the nominative masculine singular adjective DIPSUCHOS, which means “being uncertain about the truth of something: doubting, hesitating, literally double-minded Jam 4:8; a doubter 1:8.”
  DI is the word for “two” and PSUCHĒ is the word for “soul.”  This man is “two-souled” or “double-souled.”
“a double-souled man,”
- is the appositional nominative from the masculine singular adjective AKATASTATOS, which means “unstable.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine plural adjective PAS, meaning “all” with the article and noun HODOS, meaning “ways” and the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “his.”
“unstable in all his ways.”
James 1:8 corrected translation
“a double-souled man, unstable in all his ways.”
Explanation:
1.  “a double-souled man,”

a.  The entire thought (sentence) is contained in verses 6-8, “But keep on asking with faith doubting nothing; for he who doubts is like rough surf of the sea, constantly being moved by the wind and constantly being tossed about.  For that man must stop presuming that he will receive anything from the Lord, a double-souled man, unstable in all his ways.”

b.  The believer who doubts God after salvation becomes “double-souled” or a “split personality.”  In modern psychiatry this is called “dissociation.”

c.  Emotional Christianity is related to the Greek word DIPSUCHOS, meaning “double-minded or split-soul.”


(1)  The person with this split personality is often regarded as great spiritually because of their sincerity and emotion.  Emotional Christians are in grave danger of falling into this dualism.



(2)  The spiritual life is not designed to be emotional, but to have power far greater than emotion through the ministry of the Holy Spirit given to us at salvation.  There is no emotion in the filling of the Spirit.



(3)  All the emotion that carnal believers call the spiritual life comes from the split-soul or double-soul.



(4)  Bad emotion seeks to destroy the importance of Bible doctrine in the soul.  Bad emotion seeks the domination of the human body over the soul.



(5)  There is also a double personality with the believer in perpetual carnality—the personality of the believer when he is not in sin and the personality of the believer when he is committing sins.  As long as the soul is guarded by doctrine, this double personality does not occur.



(6)  DIPSUCHOS is defined as the existence in a believer of two or more distinct personalities, each with its own pattern of perceiving related to the environment of self.  The combination of sin control and stress in the soul produces a number of psychotic or neurotic reactions in which the believer cannot be distinguished from the unbeliever.


d.  The believer out of fellowship with God is called “carnal.”  The word “carnal” is not the best translation.  The Greek word SARKIKOS refers to “fleshly lusts” or anthropological dualism, a state consisting of two parts, which is consistent with Rom 9:21.  In anthropological dualism you cannot distinguish a carnal believer from an unbeliever.  You have two personalities: one is the personality in spirituality and the other is the personality following the lusts of the sin nature.



(1)  Carnality hinders the execution of the spiritual life.



(2)  Carnality stops the advance of full knowledge of God and reciprocal love for God.



(3)  Carnality distracts from advancing to the high ground of glorification of God.



(4)  Carnality destroys Christian service and produces only wood, hay, and stubble.



(5)  Carnality hinders production and that vital knowledge of doctrine so necessary for both spiritual growth and Christian service.



(6)  Carnal believers cannot be distinguished from unbelievers.



(7)  The carnal Christian is a contradiction to the spiritual life of the Church Age.


e.  Perpetual carnality is related to the Hebrew word SHAGAON, meaning “madness.”  The description of arrogance is found in the Greek word DIPSUCHOS, which means a split personality. 


(1)  There is a split personality for believers who fail to execute the spiritual life.  Believers who have a sin nature trend toward emotionalism get involved in becoming a psycho Christian or split personality.  Unchecked, this develops into neurosis and psychosis.



(2)  The normal or primary personality splits or goes to multiple personalities.




(a)  Depersonalization disorder is when the believer loses touch with reality.  When the believer loses touch with reality, this personality operates.  There are two or more personality states.




(b)  The transfer from one personality to the other is often sudden, triggered by stress in the soul, combined with the sin nature control of the soul.




(c)  They are very preoccupied with self and are offended if they do not have lots of attention.




(d)  Only Bible doctrine holding the stream of consciousness together through its spiritual force of cohesion produces an integrated personality.




(e)  The psycho Christian is a contradiction to the spiritual life and operation of the royal family of God.




(f)  The arrogance or emotional complex of sins plus stress in the soul plus sin nature domination of the soul equals dissociation, in which certain elements of the consciousness take on an independent and separate existence, which manifests itself in alternating personalities.




(g)  As a result of dissociation through arrogance and emotion certain mental processes go into the subconscious independently, dissociated from the main stream of conscious thoughts.




(h)  The subconsciousness includes certain aspects of the life, which are not immediately part of the individual's conscious mind.  This is because the arrogance and emotional complex of sins will not permit the garbage of the subconscious to surface and be removed.  But when the obstructing repressions are lifted, the garbage emerges into awareness.  The result is that the primary personality of the believer, acted upon by stress in the soul and sin nature domination, is disregarded or eliminated by dissociation.




(i)  Dissociation is from the cohesive personality, from the integrated personality, from the unified personality, and from reality and normality.  Dissociation is loss or absence of doctrine circulating in the soul.  The mechanics of this dissociation are found in the stages of reversionism.




(j)  In dissociation certain aspects or activity of personality escape the control of the individual believer because they are separated from the stream of consciousness and they function in opposition to the cohesion of the soul.




(k)  Genes cannot transmit acquired characteristics, which means mental disorders are not hereditary.




(l)  Mature believers have a certain orderliness, harmony, integration, unity, and cohesion of the soul, which is free from stress and a split personality.  Instead they have happiness, tranquility and contentment in the soul.




(m)  Stress and happiness, occupation with Christ, and/or the filling of the Spirit cannot coexist in the soul.




(n)  Either a split personality or a disorganized person from the deficiency of doctrine in the soul guarantees a halt to the execution of the spiritual life and impairs unity of personality.  The first step is withdrawal from reality.  We leave Bible doctrine in our thinking and go into a withdrawal from the conscious, perceptive aspects of the spiritual life.




(o)  The command against this state of arrogance is found in Rom 12:3, “For through the grace given to me I say to every person among you stop thinking of self in terms of arrogance beyond what you ought to think; but think in terms of sanity, for the purpose of being rational without illusion, as God has assigned to each one a standard of thinking from doctrine.”  Humility is always rational.  It is never emotional.  Humility is capacity to love Bible doctrine.
2.  “unstable in all his ways.”

a.  The believer who doubts God becomes a split personality, and then he becomes like the rough surf of sea—completely unstable.

b.  He is not just unstable in his spiritual life, but is unstable in every facet of his life.  He is unstable at work, around friends, with his spouse, with his children, in church; that is, in every activity in life.

c.  This person has become dissociated from reality or divorced from reality.  Therefore, the need to understand him or her from the biblical viewpoint of what psychiatry calls dissociation.
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