James 1:7



is the causal use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” or “Because.”  With this we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb OIOMAI, which means “to consider something to be true but with a component of tentativeness: think, suppose, expect Jn 21:25; Phil 1:17; Jam 1:7.”
  It means “to regard something as presumably true, but without particular certainty—‘to suppose, to presume, to assume, to imagine, to believe, or to think.’”


The present tense is a static or gnomic present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, the negative believer who doubts the integrity and love of God must produce the action of never expecting that he will receive anything from the Lord.


The imperative mood is a command.  The present imperative with MĒ is a command to stop an action already in progress.
Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS with the demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “that man.”
“For that man must stop presuming”
- is the conjunction HOTI, which indicates the content of the mental activity of the verb OIOMAI (thinking, assuming, presuming, expecting).  It is translated “that.”  Then we have the third person singular future deponent indicative from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive: he will receive.”

The future tense is a predicative future for an action that is expected to take place.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning. The negative believer who doubts God produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anything.”  Finally, we have the preposition PARA plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “from the Lord” and referring to God the Father.

“that he will receive anything from the Lord,”
James 1:7 corrected translation
“For that man must stop presuming that he will receive anything from the Lord,”
Explanation:
1.  “For that man must stop presuming”

a.  James continues with an explanation of what is going to happen to this believer who has no trust in God.  This man is going to live a life of divorcement from reality.  He presumes many things in life that are not true and are never going to be true.



(1)  He presumes he is in fellowship with God, when he is not.



(2)  He presumes he is living the spiritual life, when he is not.



(3)  He presumes he is glorifying God, when he is not.



(4)  He presumes he is doing what God wants, when he is not.



(5)  He presumes God is listening to his prayers, when He is not.



(6)  He presumes God is going to answer all his prayers, when He is not.


b.  Therefore, God commands negative believers to stop making presumptions about what He is going to do for them.

c.  The believer who rejects God receives no answers to prayer.


d.  Prayer is one of our most valuable assets in the spiritual life, because the believer who is in fellowship with God and executing the spiritual life receives all for which he asks in prayer.  But the believer out of fellowship with God and not living the spiritual life receives only logistical grace support and divine discipline, which are both given in love from God.


e.  The negative believer must stop presuming, assuming, thinking, or supposing that he will receive anything from the Lord.  He has to wake up to the reality that the Lord is not going to give him anything for which he asks.


f.  The reversionist or believer in perpetual carnality and Christian degeneracy lives a life of thinking and supposing that he is right with God and that God will treat him like the believers who are positive to doctrine.  Nothing could be further from the truth.

2.  “that he will receive anything from the Lord,”

a.  This statement has nothing to do with our eternal salvation.  This statement is the dogmatic fact that the believer who does not trust God, who has no confidence in God will not receive anything from the Lord by way of answer to prayer.

b.  God still provides logistical grace support.  He still keeps the reversionist alive to testify in Satan’s appeal trial.  He still provides food, shelter, and clothing, so that the basic needs of the believer are always available.  God even provides spectacular blessings in time for the reversionist, so that these blessings can be used as a source of punishment to him.


c.  But this believer, who will not trust or believe God, will never receive an answer to prayer.  The Lord cannot and will not compromise His love and integrity.  Therefore, He cannot answer the requests of a person who does not trust Him.

d.  God cannot give greater grace to those who do not believe Him.



(1)  He cannot give eternal salvation to anyone who does not believe that salvation is through trusting in the work of Christ on the Cross.



(2)  He cannot answer the prayers of believers who doubt Him.


e.  Therefore, the doubting believer must stop thinking that God will answer his prayers.  That man must recognize the reality that God cannot answer his prayers until he begins to trust and believe in the word of God, the integrity of God, and the love of God.
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