James 1:25



- is the mild adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” and setting up a contrast between the loser believer who is a hearer of the Word only and the positive, advancing believer, who is both a hearer and doer of the word of God.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular aorist active participle from the verb PARAKUPTW, which means “(1) to bend over for the purpose of looking, with focus on satisfying one’s curiosity, take a look; she stooped to look into the tomb Jn 20:11; Lk 24:12; Jn 20:5; (2) to try to find out something intellectually, look (in, into) Jam 1:25 (here the expression is suggested by the image of one who looks at oneself in a mirror, verses 23-24).  It is used of angels, who strive to look into the gospel of the suffering and glorified Christ, 1 Pet 1:12.”
  The idea of this verb is that the person must bend over or stoop down to get a closer look at something that they intently want to know everything about.  It suggests an intense curiosity and desire to know more.

The article is used as a relative pronoun, the one who.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers the past action of the positive believer into a whole and emphasizes the existing results.


The active voice indicates that the positive believer produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial and precedes the action of the main verb—you must look intently into the mirror of the perfect law of freedom; that is, the word of God, before you can be an effectual doer of God’s Word and be happy.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular noun NOMOS, meaning “into the law.”  With this we have the accusative masculine singular adjective TELEIOS, meaning “perfect.”  Then we have the appositional accusative from the masculine singular article, which is used to substantivize the following noun and to make it an attributive adjective, modifying the noun NOMOS.  This creates the second attributive adjective position: article, noun, article, noun (which functions as the adjective of the previous noun).  With this substantivizing article we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun ELEUTHERIA, which means “freedom.”  Literally this says: “into the perfect law, the one of freedom.”  In English this would smooth out to: “into the perfect law of freedom.”
“But the one having looked intently into the perfect law of freedom [the word of God]”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb PARAMENW, which means “to stay, remain, continue; persevere.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers the past action of the positive believer into a whole and emphasizes the existing results.


The active voice indicates that the positive believer produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial and precedes the action of the main verb—you must persist, persevere, and continue to look intently into the word of God before you can be an effectual doer of God’s Word and be happy.

“and having continued,”
- is the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” with the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun AKROATĒS, which means “the hearer.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun EPILĒSMONĒ, which means “of forgetfulness.”  Then we have the nominative masculine singular aorist deponent middle participle from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers the past action of the positive believer into a whole and emphasizes the existing results.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, indicating that the positive believer produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial and precedes the action of the main verb.

This is followed by the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun POIĒTĒS, meaning “the doer.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the neuter singular noun ERGON, which means “action; in word and deed Col 3:17; Rom 15:18; 2 Cor 10:11; 2 Thes 2:17; Tit 1:16a; 1 Jn 3:18; a similar contrast between the doer who acts and the forgetful hearer, Jam 1:25.”

“having become not a hearer of forgetfulness but the doer of action,”

- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which means “this one.”  “Occasionally a demonstrative is used when no ambiguity would result if it had been deleted. This especially occurs in the nominative case: The demonstrative repeats a subject just mentioned (usually a substantival participle), even though the verb is not introduced until after the pronoun.  In effect, the pronoun resumes the subject that is now separated from the verb by the participial construction.  The pronoun is called pleonastic, redundant, or resumptive.  It has great rhetorical power and the English should reflect this.”
  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective MAKARIOS, which means “happy, privileged.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun POIĒSIS, which means “in the process of activity: doing, working.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “his” and referring to the action of the positive believer in executing the will of God, which he has learned by looking intently into the word of God.  Finally, we have the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “he will be.”

The future tense is a gnomic future, which states what will always happen under the given conditions described herein.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the positive believer who executes the will of God produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
“this one shall be happy in his action of doing.”

James 1:25 corrected translation
“But the one having looked intently into the perfect law of freedom [the word of God] and having continued, having become not a hearer of forgetfulness but the doer of action, this one shall be happy in his action of doing.”
Explanation:
1.  “But the one having looked intently into the perfect law of freedom [the word of God]”

a.  James continues his explanation by contrasting the loser believer, who is only a hearer of the word of God, with the positive believer, who is not only a hearer but also a doer of the word of God.

b.  The positive believer is described here as the kind of believer who bends over and looks carefully or intently at the word of God.


(1)  This means that the positive believer is never bored by what the word of God has to say.  The positive believer pays careful attention to what is taught.  He is interested in all the details.  Positive volition is detail oriented, because positive volition understands the importance of a right thing being done in a right way to be right.


(2)  Looking intently means intense concentration without distraction by self or others.  Positive volition really wants to know exactly what God wants, how God wants it, when God wants it, where God wants it, and why God wants it.


c.  The object of the positive believer’s intense study and concentration is the perfect law of freedom.


(1)  The “perfect law of freedom” is a synonym for the word of God.



(2)  James, a Jewish believer, writing to Jewish believers who had a tendency toward legalism, describes God’s message for the Church Age believer in contrast to God’s message to the Jewish believer of the previous dispensation.  The “perfect law” is in contrast to the “Mosaic Law.”



(3)  The “law” is the message from God, whether it is the Torah or the gospel message of our Lord Jesus Christ.   The “perfect law” is the message given by Christ, and now by His apostles, in contrast to the Mosaic Law, which made nothing perfect (Heb 7:19; 10:1).

d.  The perfect law is also described by the concept of “freedom.”



(1)  The word of God gives the believer spiritual freedom, Jn 8:32, “and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”  This spiritual freedom is accomplished by the work of our Lord Jesus Christ, Jn 8:36, “So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”



(2)  It was the purpose of Christ to set believers free from spiritual death and the control of the sin nature. Rom 8:2, “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.”




(a)  Gal 5:1, “In the sphere of freedom Christ has set us free.  Therefore stand fast and do not again become entangled in the yoke of slavery.”




(b)  Gal 5:13, “For you were called into the sphere of freedom, brethren.  Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through virtue-love serve one another.”

e. The word of God is the perfect law of freedom; for it teaches the believer that he or she is completely free in the Church Age to love and serve God by executing the will of God apart from the works of the Law.

f.  Before the positive believer can do anything worthwhile in the spiritual life he must first look intently into the perfect law of freedom.  Failure to look intently into the word of God means the impossibility of becoming a doer of action and being happy in one’s action of doing.

g.  This is the concept of protocol.  Protocol means a right thing must be done in a right way to be right.  The right thing here is doing what God wants.  The right way is by first learning what God wants.  Therefore we have the principle: you cannot do what God wants until you first learn what God wants.  You must learn the word of God before you can execute the will of God.

2.  “and having continued,”

a.  In addition to looking intently into the word of God, the positive believer does this on a continual basis.  Persistence and perseverance is the key to success in the spiritual life.  We cannot continue to do the will of God, if we do not continue to learn the word of God.


b.  God expects us to keep on growing in grace (2 Pet 3:18), which requires us to continue looking intently into what the perfect law has to say.

c.  The positive believer continues in learning doctrine, because without doing so he cannot be a doer of action or be happy in his action of doing.  Therefore, positive volition requires diligently and intently learning doctrine, and continuing to do so.

3.  “having become not a hearer of forgetfulness but the doer of action,”

a.  Another characteristic of positive volition is not becoming a hearer of forgetfulness.


(1)  A hearer of forgetfulness describes the believer who goes to Bible class or church and learns what the word of God has to say, but forgets it almost the moment he walks out the door.  He does not look intently into the word of God, which means that he does not concentrate on what is being said.  Therefore, he cannot reverse his concentration and remember what was said.



(2)  We remember the things we want to remember; that is, the things we really care about.  The negative believer does not really care about what the word of God says, therefore he easily forgets it.



(3)  The negative believer has no intention of applying the doctrine to execute the will of God.  He will only use doctrine to get something he wants from life, such as, the approbation of others, who think he is a great believer.


b.  In contrast to the negative believer who forgets what God wants, the positive believer remembers and does exactly what God wants.  He is a doer of action, and the action is whatever is the will of God.  A doer of action can do many things, depending upon what it is that God wants.



(1)  He might pray for someone, give to someone in need, or simply use his spiritual gift as God intended.


(2)  He might keep his mouth shut, stay out of another believer’s way, or keep his nose out of another believer’s business.



(3)  He might think the right thing, pass thought testing, or not react with a mental attitude sin.


c.  All the actions of a doer of action are not necessarily seen or known by others.  For example, a doer action does exactly what God demands, such as “keep on growing in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.”  This requires the positive believer to go to church on a consistent basis and look intently into the perfect law of freedom continually.  This is one of the greatest actions a doer of action will ever do, and it is not necessarily known by others.

d.  A doer of action is not someone who gets talked into Christian activism.



(1)  Christian activism is the antithesis of being a doer of action.



(2)  A Christian activist uses human good and evil to accomplish his goals, believing that the end justifies the means.



(3)  Therefore, the Christian activist is not doing the will of God as taught in the perfect law of freedom (such as loving one’s fellow believer as himself), but is doing what he wants to do, or doing the desires of his own sin nature.

e.  A doer of action learns what God wants in Bible class and then walks out of Bible class and immediately begins executing what he has learned.  He may fail from time to time, but he recovers immediately and keeps executing.
4.  “this one shall be happy in his action of doing.”

a.  The result is that this positive believer, who continually looks intently into the word of God and does what God wants without ignoring it or being apathetic to it will definitely be happy in doing the will of God.

b.  Happiness comes from the action of doing what God wants.  Unhappiness comes from ignoring God and doing what we want.  Therefore, if we want to be happy, we must do what God wants.

c.  In order to be happy we have to do what God wants, and in order to do what God wants we have to know what God wants.  In order to know what God wants, we have to look intently into the perfect law of freedom.


d.  God promises that any believer who learns and does what He wants will be happy.  God must keep His promises.


e.  It is impossible for us to do what we want and be genuinely and permanently happy.  It is impossible for us to do what God wants and make ourselves miserable.


f.  Regardless of what it is that God wants us to do, if we do what He wants we are happy.



(1)  Ps 112:1, “Praise the Lord! How happy is the man who respects the Lord, who greatly delights in His commandments.”



(2)  Ps 128:1, “How happy is everyone who respects the Lord, who walks in His ways.”



(3)  Prov 8:34, “Happy is the man who listens to me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at my doorposts.”



(4)  Mt 24:46, “Happy is that slave whom his master finds so doing when he comes.”



(5)  Rev 1:3, “Happy is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near.”


(6)  Rev 22:7, “And behold, I am coming quickly.  Happy is he who heeds the words of the prophecy of this book.”
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