James 1:23



- is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “For or Because.”  Then we have the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if” with the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone, someone.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun AKROATĒS, meaning “a hearer.”  With this we have the objective genitive from the masculine singular noun LOGOS, meaning “of the Word.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the loser believer produces the action of being a hearer of the Word but not a doer.


The indicative mood is declarative and indicates that there are definitely believers who are like this.

This is followed by the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the strong negative OU, meaning “absolutely not” and the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun POIĒTĒS, meaning “a doer.”

“For if anyone is a hearer of the Word and not a doer [and they are],”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this one” or “this person.”  Then we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb EOIKA, which means “to be like, resemble” as in Jam 1:6.

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state as a result of a past action.  The loser believer is now in the present state of being who and what he is because of all the decisions and actions he has made in the past that have brought him to this point.

The active voice indicates that the loser believer produces the action of being like someone else.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative direct object from the masculine singular noun ANĒR, which means “a man” and refers to the believer as a member of the royal family of God.

“this person is like the man”
- is the appositional dative masculine singular present active participle from the verb KATANOEW, which means “(1) to notice, observe carefully something Mt 7:3; Lk 6:41; Acts 27:39; (2) to look at in a reflective manner, consider, contemplate something Lk 12:24, 27; Rom 4:19; Acts 7:31f; 11:6; also simply look at, stare at Jam 1:23-24.”


The present tense is a pictorial present, in which James describes to his readers what is currently going on as if they were there witnessing it for themselves.


The active voice indicates that this loser believer produces the action of taking careful notice of himself in a mirror.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun PROSWPON, which means a person’s “face.”  With this we have the genitive of direct object from the feminine singular article and noun GENESIS, meaning “state of being; existence; his natural face (that is, the way he has turned out to be, the way he really looks).”
  With this we have the possessive genitive from the third masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “his.”  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter singular noun ESOPTRON, which means “in a mirror” as in 1 Cor 13:12.
“contemplating his natural face in a mirror;”

James 1:23 corrected translation
“For if anyone is a hearer of the Word and not a doer [and they are], this person is like the man, contemplating his natural face in a mirror;”
Explanation:
1.  “For if anyone is a hearer of the Word and not a doer [and they are],”

a.  James continues with a further explanation of what the hearer only of the word of God is like by using an illustration that compares him with the normal everyday activity of the unbeliever.

b.  James puts his illustration in the form of a conditional sentence, which indicates that there is some contingency as to whether or not this applies in the particular case of an individual believer, but when it does, then it is always true.  In other words, this is truly the way things are with the loser believer, but it doesn’t have to be this way.

c.  The loser believer is a hearer only and not a doer of the word of God.  He or she shows up in church to hear the word of God taught.  This is definitely what happens.  But he/she does not come to Bible class to listen and then do what is made real to him by God the Holy Spirit.

d.  James is telling us that there really are believers who only come to church to hear the word of God taught, but never have any intention of doing what it says.  It was like this in the Jerusalem church from the time of its inception and continued throughout the beginning of the Church Age until that church was destroyed by the destruction of Jerusalem.


f.  The same problem has existed throughout church history, especially in the Catholic church, when things got so bad that people were coming to church just to listen to a dead language that no one understood.  It became impossible for the members of the church to be doers of the word of God, when the word of God was not even presented to them in their own language.  That status continued for about 500 years.  The Middle Ages, which are also called the Dark Ages, got this name (“Dark Ages”) precisely because the members of the Catholic Church were completely darkened in their understanding of what the word of God said.

g.  However, the problem described here by James is not so acute.  The hearer-believer does hear the word of God taught and explained in his own native language, and completely understands exactly what the Word means.  And yet, he or she still refuses to do what God wants.


h.  This problem persists today in many Protestant churches, where most of the congregation comes for the social life, the so-called ‘Christian fellowship,’ which is not the fellowship described in the Scriptures, which is engaged in by people who may or may not have believed in Christ.


i.  Therefore, we can conclude that in every generation of the Church Age there have always been those who were hearers and not doers of the word of God.

2.  “this person is like the man”


a.  James begins his illustration.  “This person” is the hearer of the Word only.

b.  The hearer is compared to a normal, honorable, moral person.  The word for ‘man’ here is the word ANĒR, which refers to a normal person that is law-abiding, politically correct, moral, generally legalistic and self-righteous, rarely doing anything that other people would consider ‘wrong.’


c.  This ‘man’ is well thought of by others and in the main stream of society.  He is everyone’s pal, buddy, friend, etc.

3.  “contemplating his natural face in a mirror;”

a.  Then James illustrates what kind of person this believer is by having him engage in a normal, everyday activity that would be common to all of us.  This man takes a look at himself in a mirror.  However, there are three important aspects of this act.


(1)  He does not just look in the mirror, but he stares at himself intently in the mirror.



(2)  He does not look at what he wants to see, but at what he really is.



(3)  The mirror is not a polished metal or calm pool of water, but the mirror of the word of God.


b.  The participle here indicates that the hearer takes a long, hard look at himself.  This means he truly sees exactly what he is like.  He not only sees his reflection but studies it, so that he understands all the flaws and blemishes that exist in his life.


c.  His natural face represents his real life – the life he is actually living rather than the life he deludes himself into thinking or wishing he wants to live.


d.  As the word of God is taught, it shows him a perfect reflection of exactly who and what he is, so that he can never say, “I didn’t know.”  The hearer only contemplates how the word of God applies directly to him.  He understands completely that what is being taught describes him perfectly.


e.  He sees himself for what he really is and studies exactly what he is like.  There is no question in his mind as to what he looks like as far as God is concerned.  He comes to class, hears the word of God taught correctly, sees himself perfectly described by that teaching, and knows exactly what he is like.  There is no self-deception or deception by others at this point.

f.  This believer is face-to-face with the reality of who and what he is, what he believes, and what he is like.  He sees himself exactly as God sees him.
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