James 1:19



 - is either the second person plural perfect active indicative or imperative of the verb OIDA, meaning “to know, understand; recognize, recall, remember.”  Since James gives sixty commands in this letter, it is far more likely that this is an imperative rather than the indicative mood.

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state of what these believers must remember and recognize as a result of the past action of being taught by their pastor James.

The active voice indicates that the believers to whom James writes are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the vocative masculine plural noun ADELPHOS and the adjective AGAPĒTOS with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning, “my beloved brethren.”  The same phrase is used by Paul in 1 Cor 15:58 for the Corinthians and in Phil 4:1 for the Philippians.  James used this phrase in 1:16 and will again in 2:5.
“Recognize, my beloved brethren:”
- is the emphatic use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Indeed, Really, In fact.”  With this we have the third person singular present active imperative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: must keep on being.”

The present tense is a progressive present for what should continue throughout a believer’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that every believer is to produce the action.

The imperative mood is a command, brought out in the word “must.”
Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all, every” (with emphasis on each individual person) and the noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “man, person.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective TACHUS, which means “quick, swift.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the neuter singular articular aorist active infinitive from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”


The construction EIS with the neuter article and infinitive is one of the primary means of introducing purpose in Greek grammar.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist which gathers the action described here into a single whole and regards it as a fact which is expected throughout the entire whole of one’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that believers are expected to produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, but also an “epexegetical infinitive, which clarifies, explains, or qualifies a noun or adjective.”
  Here the infinitive modifies the adjective TACHUS.
“indeed, every person must keep on being swift for the purpose of hearing,”
- is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective BRADUS, which means “slow,” followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the neuter singular articular aorist active infinitive from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak.”  The preposition EIS plus the neuter articular infinitive introduces the idea of purpose.  It can be translated “for the purpose of.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist which gathers the action described here into a single whole and regards it as a fact which is expected throughout the entire whole of one’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that believers are expected to produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, but also an epexegetical infinitive, clarifying explaining, or qualifying the adjective BRADUS.
“slow for the purpose of speaking,”

- is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective BRADUS, which means “slow,” followed by the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the feminine singular noun ORGĒ, which means “with reference to anger or wrath.”
“slow with reference to anger;”

James 1:19 corrected translation
“Recognize, my beloved brethren: indeed, every person must keep on being swift for the purpose of hearing, slow for the purpose of speaking, slow with reference to anger;”
Explanation:
1.  “Recognize, my beloved brethren:”

a.  James continues with another important command to the dispersed members of his congregation.  They have learned and understood many things in the past.  Now he wants them to remember and give special recognition to a series of principles that are critical for the execution of their spiritual life.

b.  Many believers learn a lot of doctrinal principles but they do not always recognize in their own soul how very important some of those principles are.  Therefore, James makes a point to believers that there are certain principles in the word of God that are critical to understand and focus on in our thinking.

2.  “indeed, every person must keep on being swift for the purpose of hearing,”

a.  These certain principles in God’s Word are important for every believer.  This means that there are certain things for which all believers will be held accountable by God, and they will be without excuse.

b.  The first and most important principle we must recognize in the spiritual life is that we are responsible to listen to God.  Every believer must keep on being swift for the purpose of hearing.



(1)  This applies to every believer.  There are not certain believers with special spiritual gifts related to feeling that are not required to listen to the teaching of doctrine.



(2)  Every believer is responsible to keep on being ready, willing, and eager to learn doctrine.  We don’t get time off for other things in life that are “just as important.”  There is nothing in life that is “just as important” as being swift for the purpose of hearing the teaching of doctrine.  Hearing the teaching of doctrine is the most important thing in God’s plan and our spiritual life.


(3)  The word “swift” refers to our positive volition to doctrine.  Positive volition is eager to learn doctrine.  It has the right motivation of personal love for God.  Positive volition is willing to learn doctrine.  It desires doctrine daily.  Positive volition is quick to keep on listening and learning no matter how difficult the subject or how long it takes to comprehend it.

c.  God’ primary purpose for us in the spiritual life is to not just listen to the teaching of doctrine but hear what that teaching says and act upon it.  Hearing doctrine means so much more than just taking in doctrine.  We also must believe it and make it a part of our new norms and standards of the soul.  Then we must act in our spiritual life on the basis of those new doctrinal norms and standards.
3.  “slow for the purpose of speaking,”

a.  In contrast to the swift attitude of the believer to learn and live the spiritual life, James emphasizes the fact that we also have to be careful in certain areas of our spiritual life.  We must be slow and careful about what we say.  Believers often speak without thinking, which causes a multitude of problems in the spiritual life and also will turn the unbeliever off to listening to the gospel, when we have an opportunity to witness.


b.  God wants us to know exactly what we are talking about before we speak.  Therefore, He expects us to really learn and understand His Word before we start pontificating to others as to its meaning and declarations.


c.  Obviously then, new believers need to be especially careful about witnessing to others until they know what they should discuss and not discuss.  Many unbelievers are not interested in listening to a believer evangelize them, but love to embarrass and confound them with their “unanswerable questions.”

d.  Mature believers have to be careful about what they say, because they can often intimidate and repulse the unbeliever by the fantastic understanding of God which they do have.

e.  God wants us to think carefully before we speak, so that we:



(1)  do not sin in what we say,


(2)  do not give false or incorrect information to others,


(3)  and do not waste our time giving the gospel to those who really don’t care.

f.  Two great proverbs are related to this concept.


(1)  Prov 10:19, “When there are many words, transgression is unavoidable, but he who restrains his lips is wise.”



(2)  Prov 17:27, “He who restrains his words has knowledge, and he who has a cool spirit is a man of understanding.”

4.  “slow with reference to anger;”

a.  There are two great passages related to this concept.


(1)  Prov 16:32, “He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he who rules his spirit, than he who captures a city.”


(2)  Eccl 7:9, “Do not be eager in your heart to be angry, for anger resides in the bosom of fools.”

b.  Anger is a sin of reaction in which the emotion takes over control of the soul.

c.  Anger is the attempt to control others by intimidation or threatening them with your revenge.


d.  Anger as a sin is never condoned by God for any reason.


e.  Eph 4:26 is often translated “Be angry and do not sin,” which is contrary to the rest of Scripture and is a very bad translation.  The correct translation of the passage in its context is “Although you may have become angry, in spite of that, stop your sinning.  The sun must never go down on your anger [angry mood], and stop giving opportunity to the devil.”


f.  Anger and jealousy combined as the motivation for the original murder.

g.  Anger accomplishes nothing in the spiritual life.  It does not evangelize the unbeliever, does not advance the plan of God, and certainly does not cause any spiritual growth in the believer’s life.


h.  Anger is a waste of time for the believer.  It only sets him back in his execution of God’s will for his life.


i.  The quicker we are to hear and obey the teaching of the word of God, the slower we will be to react to life with anger.

j.  Other biblical references to the anger of man as a sin.


(1)  Ps 37:8, “Cease from anger and forsake wrath; do not fret; it leads only to evildoing.”



(2)  Ps 145:8, “The Lord is gracious and merciful; slow to anger and great in unfailing love.”



(3)  Prov 14:29, “He who is slow to anger has great understanding, but he who is quick-tempered exalts folly.”



(4)  Prov 15:18, “A hot-tempered man stirs up strife, but the slow to anger calms a dispute.



(5)  Prov 19:11, “A man's discretion makes him slow to anger, and it is his glory to overlook a transgression.”



(6)  Prov 19:19, “A man of great anger will bear the penalty, for if you rescue him, you will only have to do it again.”



(7)  Prov 22:24, “Do not associate with a man given to anger; or go with a hot-tempered man.”



(8)  Eccl 7:9, “Do not be eager in your heart to be angry, for anger resides in the bosom of fools.”



(9)  Eccl 11:10, “So, remove grief and anger from your heart and put away pain from your body, because childhood and the prime of life are fleeting.”



(10)  Gal 5:19-20, “Now the deeds of the flesh [sin nature] are evident, which are: normal sexual sins, abnormal sexual sins, mental sexual sins, idolatry, drug abuse, hostilities, argumentation, jealousy, outbursts of anger, inordinate ambitions, dissensions, factions.”


(11)  Eph 4:31, “All bitterness, both anger [emotional sin] and wrath [mental attitude sin], both clamor [verbal quarreling] and slander must be removed from you along with all malice.”


(12)  Col 3:8, “But now you yourselves also must put to death these things: anger, rage, malice, slander, abusive speech from your mouth.”
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