Heb 9:27



- is the additive or continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Furthermore.”  Then we have the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of similarity or homogeneity (used as a periphrasis to express equality, similarity, or example, meaning: in accordance with, just as, similar(ly) to Mt 23:3; Gal 4:28; Eph 4:24; Col 3:10; Heb 5:6; 8:5, 9; Jam 3:9; Lk 6:23, 26; 17:30; Acts 15:11; 27:25; (just) as…, so Heb 9:27”
) plus the neuter singular correlative comparative adjective HOSOS, meaning “as much as, just as.”  This is followed by the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb APOKEIMAI, which means “unavoidable in view of inevitable circumstance: it is certain, one is destined Heb 9:27.”


The present tense is a gnomic present, which expresses a universal truth, a maxim, or a commonly accepted fact.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning—the state or condition of mankind being destined to die producing the action of existing or being what it is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “for men or mankind.”  This is followed by the adverb of degree HAPAX, meaning “once.”  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb APOTHNĒISKW, which means “to die.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that mankind produces the action of dying.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the main verb APOKEIMAI: it is certain.
“Furthermore, just as it is certain for men to die once,”

 - is the mild adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “and,” which is used to introduce a slight digression in thought—almost a parenthetical thought.  Then we have the preposition META plus the adverbial accusative of measure (of extent of time) from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “after this” and referring to the death of a person.  Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun KRISIS, which means “judgment.”  The predicate nominative suggests the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[there is].”

“and after this [there is] judgment,”

Heb 9:27 corrected translation
“Furthermore, just as it is certain for men to die once, and after this [there is] judgment,”
Explanation:
1.  “Furthermore, just as it is certain for men to die once”

a.  The writer continues with a comparison between the fact that men are appointed to die once and the fact that Christ died only once for the sins of the world.  The first half of the comparison is found in this verse with the second half of the comparison in the next verse.


b.  Mankind was appointed by God to die spiritually once and once only—at the fall of Adam, Gen 2:17 “but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you will not eat, because on the day of your eating from it you will certainly die.”


c.  The result of this single spiritual death is that spiritual death spread to all mankind, Rom 5:12, “For this reason, just as through one man [Adam] sin entered into the world and [spiritual] death by means of [personal] sin, consequently [spiritual] death spread to all men, because all sinned [when Adam sinned].”


d.  As a result of this spiritual death, God has sentenced men to die physically, Rom 6:23, “Certainly, the compensation paid by the sin nature is death, but God’s gracious gift is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”


e.  There is a second death, but it is neither a spiritual or physical death; it is being sentenced to the eternal lake of fire, Rev 20:14, “Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.”


f.  Spiritual death is absolutely certain for every person ever born.  Physical death is not; for Paul says there is an exception to physical death for one generation in the Church Age.



(1)  1 Cor 15:51, “Pay attention, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, however we will all be changed.”



(2)  1 Thes 4:15-17, “For we declare this to you by means of the word of the Lord that we who remain alive at the coming of the Lord will never precede those who have fallen asleep, because the Lord Himself, by means of a command, by means of the sound of an archangel; that is, by means of the trumpet blast of God, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first, then we who are alive, the ones who are left behind, at the same time we shall be snatched together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the atmosphere and so we shall always be with the Lord.”


g.  There is also an exception for the Tribulational believer who survives until the Second Advent of Christ, for he or she goes into the millennial reign of Christ, where there is no physical death from old age or disease.


h.  Therefore, since there are many exceptions to the certainty of physical death, it is far more likely that this statement (it is certain for men to die once) refers to spiritual death.  This makes sense, because the comparison is then between the spiritual death of mankind once for their personal sins and the spiritual death of our Lord once on the Cross for our personal sins.
2.  “and after this [there is] judgment,”

a.  The writer continues with a short description of what happens after death—there is judgment.


b.  There is judgment for both believers and unbelievers.



(1)  The judgment of believers takes place in several phases.




(a)  For the Church Age believer, judgment occurs at the Judgment Seat or Evaluation Throne of Christ:





i.  2 Cor 5:10, “For it is necessary that we all must appear before the judicial bench of Christ, in order that each person might be rewarded for the things by means of the body in accordance with what he has done, whether good of intrinsic value or worthless [trivial, thoughtless, indifferent].”





ii.  1 Pet 4:5, “who will give an account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.”





iii.  2 Tim 4:1, “I solemnly charge you in the presence of the God [the Father] and Christ Jesus, Who is destined to judge the living and the dead, both with reference to His appearance [the Rapture] and with reference to His kingdom [the Last Judgment].”




(b)  For the Old Testament believers and Tribulational martyrs (Rev 20:4) judgment occurs at the Second Advent.





i.  Ps 96:13, “Before the Lord, for He is coming, for He is coming to judge the earth.  He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples in His faithfulness.”





ii.  Joel 3:12, “Let the nations be aroused and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat, for there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations.”





iii.  Mt 25:31-32, “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne.  All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.”




(c)  For believers of the millennial reign of Christ judgment occurs at the Last Judgment, Rev 20:12, “And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.”


c.  There are two phases to the judgment of unbelievers.



(1)  Phase one judgment is their sentence to Sheol or Hades.  This judgment is described in:




(a)  Eccl 9:10, “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might; for there is no activity or planning or knowledge or wisdom in Sheol where you are going.”




(b)  Lk 16:23, “In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his bosom.




(c)  Job 17:13, “If I look for Sheol as my home, I make my bed in the darkness.”  Compare also 2 Pet 2:17, “These [false teachers] are waterless fountains and mists being driven by a hurricane for whom the gloom of darkness has been reserved” and Jude 6, “and the angels who did not stay in their own sphere of authority, but abandoned their own dwelling place, He [the Lord Jesus Christ] has guarded in eternal chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day” and Jude 13, “fierce waves of the sea, causing their own disgraceful deeds to form white caps, wandering stars for whom the gloom of darkness has been reserved forever” and Mt 25:30, “Throw out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”




(d)  Job 24:19, “Drought and heat consume the snow waters, so does Sheol those who have sinned.”




(e)  Ps 31:17, “Let me not be put to shame, O Lord, for I call upon You; Let the wicked be put to shame, let them be silent in Sheol.”




(f)  Ps 116:3, “The cords of death encompassed me and the terrors of Sheol came upon me; I found distress and sorrow.”



(2)  Phase two judgment for the unbeliever is the last judgment and second death, described in:




(a)  Rev 19:20, “And the beast [the dictator of the revived Roman Empire] was seized, and with him the false prophet [the apostate dictator of Israel] who performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone.”




(b)  Rev 20:10-15, “And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.  Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth [unbelievers alive on the earth] and heaven [fallen angels] fled away, and no place was found for them.  And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.  And the sea gave up the dead, who were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead [unbelievers] which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds.  Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.  This is the second death, the lake of fire.  And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”




(c)  2 Pet 2:9, “The Lord knows how to deliver the spiritual believer from testing, but to reserve the unrighteous, who will be punished, for the day of judgment.”




(d)  Mt 25:41, “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels.’”




(e)  Mt 25:46, “These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
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