Heb 8:13



- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the neuter singular articular present active infinitive of the verb LEGW, meaning “to say.”

The preposition EN plus the articular infinitive indicates the infinitive of means.  “The infinitive of means describes the way in which the action of the controlling verb is accomplished. This usage is almost always expressed by  + the infinitive. In this respect, its structure is identical to that of the contemporaneous infinitive.”
  It is translated “By saying.”  Because this is an identical structure to the infinitive of contemporaneous time many translations treat it as an infinitive of time, indicating the relative time at which the action of the main verb takes place and translated “While or When he says.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that our Lord through Jeremiah produces the action of speaking.


The infinitive is an infinitive of time.

Then we have the accusative feminine singular adjective KAINOS, meaning “new,” quoted from verse 8, and retaining the accusative case from that verse.  This might be loosely considered a pendent accusative (an accusative which is grammatically independent of the rest of the sentence).
“By saying ‘new’,”
- is the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb PALAIOW, which means “to make old, declare/treat as obsolete Heb 8:13a.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has.”

The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action.

The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and adjective PRWTOS, meaning “the first” and referring to the first covenant to Israel in Ex 24:1-8.
“He has made the first [covenant] obsolete;”
 - is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “now.”  It is used to transition from a specific to a more general statement.  Then we have the nominative neuter singular articular present passive participle from the verb PALAIOW, meaning “to become old (often with the connotation of becoming useless) purses that do not wear out Lk 12:33; they all will wear out like clothing Heb 1:11; leaven that has become old 1 Cor 5:7, what has become obsolete Heb 8:13b.”


The article substantivizes the participle, making it into a noun phrase and subject of this clause.  It is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative, “that which” = “what.”

The present tense refers to what was occurring at the moment Hebrews was being written, just before the destruction of Jerusalem and the end of the Levitical priesthood.


The passive voice indicates that the Levitical priesthood and old covenant to Israel received the action.


The participle is substantival, and translated “that which is obsolete.”
This is followed by the connective KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative neuter singular present active participle from the verb GĒRASKW, meaning “to grow old Jn 21:18; Heb 8:13.”


The descriptive present describes what was going on as the writer was writing this.


The active voice indicates that the old covenant to Israel along with the Levitical priesthood was producing the action.


The participle is substantival.

Then we have the adverb (of time and place) EGGUS, which functions as a preposition and means “near, close to, ready to” plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular noun APHANISMOS, which means “the condition of being no longer visible, frequently in the transferred sense ‘destruction’ (from the verb APHANIZW, which means ‘to cause something to disappear’ or ‘to become invisible’) Heb 8:13.”
  There is nothing in the context to suggest a violent destruction of the Levitical priesthood, but rather the companion verb here ‘growing old’ suggests the idea of disappearance more than the idea of destruction.  There is an ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”
“now that which is obsolete and growing old [is] near disappearance.”
Heb 8:13 corrected translation
“By saying ‘new’, He has made the first [covenant] obsolete; now that which is obsolete and growing old [is] near disappearance.”
Explanation:
1.  “By saying ‘new’, He has made the first [covenant] obsolete;”

a.  The writer now concludes with the point he wants to make from the previous quotation of Jeremiah.  The point is that the Lord said in 600 B.C. that there would be a new covenant, which implies that there is no longer any need for the old covenant.

b.  Obviously something new replaces something old.  The old covenant has worn out its usefulness.  It has become obsolete because of the better promises related to the new covenant or new promise of God.

c.  New promises have replaced the old promises.  A new covenant has replaced the old covenant.


d.  The old covenant to Israel has not yet been replaced by the new covenant to Israel.  That will not happen until the second advent of Christ.  But the old covenant to Israel has been replaced by the new covenant to the Church.


e.  Since the old covenant to Israel along with its priesthood is no longer applicable in the Church Age, it has been replaced with a new covenant and a new priesthood of the Lord Jesus Christ.

2.  “now that which is obsolete and growing old [is] near disappearance.”

a.  That which is obsolete, growing old, and near disappearance was the Levitical priesthood, when this letter was written.

b.  The writer was a student of history and historical trends.  He could see the coming of the fifth cycle of discipline to Israel because of the rejection of their Messiah.  It is very possible that this letter was written as the Roman armies were about to begin the siege of Jerusalem at the time of Nero’s death in 68 A.D. (which would coincide with the statement in Heb 13:23 of the release of Timothy by the Praetorian Guard).   The Roman armies entered northern Israel in the spring of 66 A.D and began their siege of Jerusalem in 68 A.D.  The writer sees that the function of the Levitical priesthood is about to disappear and that through a violent destruction.

c.  This is probably a prediction of the destruction of the Temple of Jerusalem, just as our Lord predicted, Mk 13:2, “And Jesus said to him, ‘Do you see these great buildings?  Not one stone will be left upon another which will not be torn down.’”

d.  The Mosaic Law with its priesthood and the old promise of the people of Israel that “All that the Lord has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient!” had grown old.  God was tired of waiting for the Jews to fulfill their part of the agreement.  It was painfully obvious they were never going to do so.

e.  Therefore, the historian-writer of this epistle could read the historical trends that were about to engulf Israel and put an end to the first covenant with its priesthood.  His statement here came true within a couple of years.

DOCTRINE OF HISTORICAL TRENDS
A.  Even though history is the record of man’s thoughts, decisions, actions and motivations, it is Jesus Christ who controls history.

1.  This is the first dispensation [a divine period of human history as defined by God] in which Jesus Christ controls history from His hypostatic union (being the God-Man).


2.  There are two sources of judgment in history: the sovereign decisions of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the erroneous decisions of mankind.

B.  As goes the believer, so goes the historical trends at any point in any generation of the Church Age.  Residence, function and momentum in our spiritual life means historical uptrend, while involvement in Satan’s cosmic system of thinking means historical downtrend.

C.  People individually and collectively are the products of their own decisions.

1.  Decisions create environment, not environment decisions.


2.  There are no tragedies in history, just historical disasters.  So-called historical disasters are not tragedies, since individuals, nations, and empires are the products of their own self-determination.


3.  The pattern of historical disaster begins with economic depression, moves to moral and immoral degeneracy, and ends in military disaster.


4.  God selects the most evil nation to administer the fifth cycle of discipline to a degenerate client nation.  Evil one destroys evil two.  Evil is always attracted to evil to destroy evil.

D.  Individual subjectivity destroys national objectivity.

1.  Arrogant people result in arrogant nations.  Arrogant people or arrogant nations never see their own inconsistencies, only the inconsistencies of others.  Jealous people and envious nations never see their own sins and production of evil, only the sins and evil of others.


2.  This is why Christ taught the doctrine of perpetual warfare until He returns.  The only way to prevent war is to be so well prepared that no one will attack.


3.  When maximum subjectivity is in a nation, God will destroy that nation, not directly, but through the principles of historical trends.

E.  The demand for power always exceeds the need for power.

1.  There are more people with old sin natures than there are slots for power to be exercised.  There are millions of people without power who want power to go with their arrogance.


2.  The need for power is determined by the laws of divine establishment which define legitimate authority and power in the civil realm.


3.  The demand for power is determined by the motivating evil of cosmic system number one (arrogance) and the functional evil of cosmic system number two (antagonism toward God).

4.  Legitimate power always functions within the context of legitimate authority delegated by God through the laws of divine establishment, so that authority is defined for personal, social, economic, professional, national and spiritual life.


5.  Evil (and its destructive power) exists to the extent that cosmic arrogance exceeds the restraints of legitimate power and authority.  This principle is true in a sport where the referee loses control; or in a nation where bad decisions from a position of weakness on the part of the government fail to protect the freedom, privacy, property and life of its citizens; or in a local church where the congregation is to be protected by the teaching of Bible doctrine and privacy enforced; or in a home where parents have no control over their children.


6.  Since we are the products of our own volition rather than environment, motivational and functional evil of the cosmic system can only be restrained through enforced and genuine humility, which characterizes the mature person in life.

F.  Historical trends are related to the conflict between objective reality (the spiritual life) and subjective reality (life in Satan’s cosmic system).

1.  Believers are not only the products of their own decisions (not their environment), but the nation in which they reside is effected by their good or bad decisions.


2.  Good decisions result in living the spiritual life; bad decisions result in life in the cosmic system.  The balance between these two at any given time in history determines historical trends.


3.  Arrogant individuals, groups, or nations never see the consequences of their own bad decisions related to the cosmic system.


4.  For example, decisions made from arrogance, jealousy, hatred, anger, vindictiveness, implacability, self-pity, or guilt produce a national historical downtrend.


5.  Preoccupation with self to the exclusion of objective reality is the greatest blindness problem in life and the major reason for criminality.

G.  Too often history is the story of how the weak control the strong.

1.  Weak, insecure, thoughtless, arrogant people often control policy, procedures and people in social life, culture, business, professional life, marriage, government, and churches.


2.  Through arrogance, self‑centeredness, and preoccupation with self, the weak in society control and manipulate the strong.


3.  This is why a nagging wife makes a scene and dominates a thoughtful, courteous, and kind husband.  This is why peons and scum are possessive and often control nice people.  This is why irrational self‑righteous crusaders often dominate in politics and government administration.  This is how a power mad and irresponsible press can dominate and destroy great leaders or potentially great leaders.  This is how a few terrorists can make a bad decision and start lawlessness internationally.

H.  Too often history is the narrative of man’s weakness and not his strength.

1.  Inside the spiritual life the battle is the Lord’s and you win; inside the cosmic system the battle is yours and you lose.


2.  There are no winners in the cosmic system, just different categories of losers.


3.  There are no losers in the spiritual life, just different categories of winners.


4.  There would be no human history without man’s wrong decisions, and wrong decisions are made every day in the cosmic system.


5.  This is a part of the great conflict between the arrogance of the cosmic system and the enforced and genuine humility in the spiritual life.


6.  Weakness becomes strength by choosing for the God’s plan rather than your own plan, while strength becomes weakness by choosing for the cosmic system.


7.  Once Adam ate from the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, history became a matter of self‑determination.  Now the human race is plagued with wrong decisions.


8.  The use of human volition is now the issue in human life.


9.  By making good decisions you open options for greater decisions and blessing.


10.  By making bad decisions, you destroy those options.


11.  The historical trends of the Church Age are related to the believer’s choice of options.  Believers choosing for the spiritual life and producing a large pivot of mature believers means blessing, but believers choosing for the cosmic system means great disaster.


12.  While man is free, he is also weak.  Therefore, he must use his volition to identify with a power system greater than he is which can turn weakness into strength, i.e., the divine sphere of power, which is the filling of God the Holy Spirit.  The cosmic system turns strength into weakness.


13.  Under the filling of the Spirit men’s lives are changed by doctrine.  Inside the cosmic system men’s lives are changed by arrogance and evil.


14.  Under the principle of liberty, man must be free to succeed or fail.  Therefore, true freedom is the source of both failure and success.

I.  No nation has permanently survived the prosperity of manifest destiny.

1.  There are three components of manifest destiny: landed aristocracy, industrial complex, and the undeveloped frontier.


2.  For prosperity to exist, all three components must be combined under the leadership of the middle class industrial complex.  This is what occurred during the American Civil War.  The industrial middle class had to win or the United States would not have become a client nation.


3.  During the combining process there is a struggle for freedom, the attainment of freedom, the establishment of freedom, and the capacity for freedom necessary for the function of the client nation.


4.  When all components are combined, there is great prosperity and prosperity testing.


5.  Once the prosperity is established through the consolidation of the three categories, it cannot be perpetuated apart from a maximum number of mature believers in the pivot.  The prosperity is perpetuated spiritually, not materially.


6.  The pivot of mature believers which perpetuates the prosperity of manifest destiny is formed by residence, function, and momentum in the spiritual life, resulting in the execution of the protocol plan of God.


7.  When believers become so wrapped up with their life of prosperity that they neglect doctrine and transfer their lives to the cosmic system to exploit and enjoy their prosperity as they see it, then they use their own volition to destroy themselves.  But no believer ever makes bad decisions from a position of weakness without weakening the client nation and eventually destroying it.


8.  In other words, it is the prosperity of any client nation which brings ruin and destruction to that nation.  No nation goes down under adversity.  It goes down under prosperity.

 
9.  Prosperity creates the climate for destruction.  People lose track of traditional values.  Prosperity leads to economic, social, and military decline.

    
10.  The cosmic system becomes the detractor and the basis for failure to pass the prosperity test.

    
11.  The cosmic system offers pseudo‑prosperity by eliminating capacity and perspective and by putting up such things as promotion, success, money, pleasure, approbation, social and sexual prosperity as substitutes.

    
12.  All capacity for prosperity comes from Bible doctrine or truth and is related to humility.

    
13.  Bible doctrine plus freedom become secondary priorities, and so freedom is distorted into a system of pleasure leading to social degeneracy, and into a system of welfare state economics leading to economic disaster.

    
14.  Therefore, self‑gratification rather than the enjoyment of prosperity is always the ruin of a nation.

    
15.  Prosperity cannot be maintained apart from truth, and residence and function in the spiritual life.  Prosperity cannot be perpetuated apart from the positive volition of believers.

    
16.  No nation has ever permanently survived the prosperity of manifest destiny.  In these times of the Gentiles, S.P.Q.R. holds the record for client nation prosperity due to its prolonged pivot, resulting in almost 500 years of prosperity.

    
17.  Authority is a matter of human volition.  All authority in life is dependent upon human volition.  We are free to accept or reject authority in life.  All legitimate authority is delegated by God through the laws of divine establishment and through the principles of freedom.  All illegitimate authority is based on the function of the cosmic system.  While God has delegated authority in the human race, like government, marriage, home, this authority is no good unless human volition accepts it.  Authority becomes useless and meaningless unless recognized and accepted.  This is why we have revolution, crime and other functions of evil.  This explains the rise of evil dictators.  God does not tamper with human volition.  When the believer rejects the authority of God’s Word and its divine mandates, he has, in essence, destroyed the authority of God in his life, so that he reverts to the cosmic system and the authority of Satan.

J.  No nation ever learns from the mistakes of other nations when involved in cosmic arrogance.

1.  This refers to non-client nations where there is neither a pivot of mature believers nor freedom for perception of truth in the three categories:  establishment, evangelism, and doctrine.


2.  The non-client nation serves Satan and its own selfish motivation.  Furthermore, the non-client nation is the product of its own self-determination.


3.  When a nation is involved in cosmic arrogance, its people are blind to the fact they are making exactly the same mistakes that destroyed other great nations before them.


4.  Hegel stated this principle as follows, “We learn from history that we learn nothing from history.”

5.  This is another way of saying that arrogant individuals or nations are unteachable and become blind to their own failures resulting in their own self‑destruction long before they are invaded and overrun.


6.  Three things destroy a nation.



a.  Economic depression.  It can result from government destruction of industry through legislation, or from destruction by the greed of labor or management.



b.  Social degeneration.  Individual bad decisions destroy the structure of society.  The sacredness of freedom, property, and life are ignored or rejected.  Integrity disappears from society and is replaced by every form of crime or immorality.



c.  Military defeat.  No nation can win a war when the manpower suffers from social degeneration and the industrial complex cannot provide logistical support.

K.  No nation can survive functioning on principle without a core of mature believers.

1.  Survival takes evangelism, positive volition toward doctrine, the function of the protocol plan of God, and cognizance of the portfolio of invisible assets provided for each believer.


2.  For principle to function in foreign or domestic policy there must be a pivot of mature believers in a client nation.  Out of that principle come traditional values for unbelievers as well.


3.  Principle is always based on truth.  Therefore, truth must be backed by truth:  the principle of Bible doctrine.


4.  If truth is used in foreign policy, you must have a pivot of mature believers thinking truth to concur with that policy.


5.  For principle to be the surviving factor in any national entity there must be a client nation status.


6.  The Roman Empire not only survived but had fantastic prosperity during the period of the Antoine Caesars immediately after the New Testament Canon was completed and circulated, from A.D. 96 - 192.  This was due to the first great pivot of believers found in the Roman province of Asia with its headquarters in Ephesus.


7.  A nation without positive volition or a pivot is a nation on its way to destruction, or is a nation which perpetuates itself through evil and is used as a divine instrument of judgment during the Church Age.


8.  The function of principle and integrity and traditional values in a nation’s foreign and domestic policy is reserved by God under the historical trend for client nations only.  Only client nations are to have foreign policy based on the function of principle and integrity.


9.  When a nation such as ours is not functioning on the basis of integrity and principle, this means fantastic disaster.

    
10.  Deut 32:8, “When the Most High God gave nations their inheritance, when He separated the children of Adam, He established the boundaries of peoples according to the number of citizens in Israel.”  Client nation Israel was the determining factor in nationalism for many centuries.

    
11.  The same principle applies during the Church Age, Acts 17:26, “He made from one blood the human race, every nation of mankind to live on the surface of planet earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation.”
    
12.  Every nation must function on the basis of self‑determination. No nation has the right to tell other nations how to run their business.  But as a client nation we do have the right to send out missionaries and establish churches.  We have no right to superimpose our false standards, acquired through cosmic living, on other nations.

L.  The Church Age is the only dispensation in which historical trends are determined by the volition of the individual believer in Christ.

1.  The Church Age is the dispensation of historical trends without prophecy.  As goes your volition, so goes the Church Age.


2.  Only during the Church Age are historical trends related exclusively to decisions made by believers in any given generation.


3.  In all other dispensations historical trends are determined by prophecy.  Prophecy determines the historical trends in every dispensation but the Church Age.  But you cannot use prophecy to determine historical trends during the Church Age.  This is the age of no prophecy.


4.  Decisions of believers and unbelievers of other dispensations were programmed into the divine decrees and the print out is prophecy.


5.  This is the only dispensation where eschatology does not determine historical trends.  The believer’s decisions are the only things that determine historical trends.


6.  This means that your decisions and applications based on doctrine determine the historical trends of your nation.


7.  You have personal impact in blessing by association.  You have historical impact in being a part of the pivot of mature believers.  But you also have international impact through the function of indigenous missionary activity.  All of these things depend on your individual spiritual life.  If enough believers combine to do this, then manifest destiny is perpetuated for another generation.
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