Heb 7:13



- is the preposition EPI plus the adverbial accusative of general reference from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “concerning who” or “about who.”  Then we have the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “For” and adding a further explanation to what has already been stated.  This is followed by the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to be said; to be spoken.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a timeless fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The passive voice indicates that “these things” received the action of being spoken or said.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things.”  This is followed by the genitive direct object from the feminine singular noun PHULĒ, meaning “tribe” and the adjective HETEROS, meaning “another.”  Then we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb METAECHW, which means “to have a part or share in something: share, have a share, participate with the genitive of thing in or of something; belong to another tribe Heb 7:13.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes a present state resulting from a past action.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action of belonging to another tribe—Judah rather than Levi.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

“For these things are spoken about One who belongs to another tribe,”

 - is the preposition APO plus the ablative of source from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “from which” and referring back to the tribe of Judah.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun OUDEIS, which means “no one.”  This is followed by the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb PROSECHW, which means “to continue in close attention to something: occupy oneself with, devote or apply oneself to with the dative/locative case following: officiate at the altar Heb 7:13; be addicted to much wine 1 Tim 3:8; 4:3.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state of being, the continuing result of a past action, and the fact that a thing is.


The active voice indicates that no one from the tribe of Judah has ever produced the action of officiating at the altar of the tabernacle or temple.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the locative of place from the neuter singular article and noun THUSIASTĒRION, which means “at the altar—of the altar of burnt offering in the inner forecourt of the temple at Jerusalem Mt 5:23f; 23:18–20, 35; Lk 11:51; Heb 7:13; Rev 11:1.”

“from which [tribe] no one has officiated at the altar.”

Heb 7:13 corrected translation
“For these things are spoken about One who belongs to another tribe, from which [tribe] no one has officiated at the altar.”
Explanation:
1.  “For these things are spoken about One who belongs to another tribe,”

a.  The writer continues by explaining that a new kind of priesthood has been established, because it involved someone from a Jewish tribe other than the tribe of Levi.  The subject ‘these things’ refers to the statements: what further need [was there] for another priest to arise according to the manner of Melchizedek and when the priesthood is changed.


b.  The person being referred to is our Lord, who is from the tribe of Judah.  This is proven by the following passages:



(1)  Mt 1:1 states that our Lord was descended from David.  David was from the tribe of Judah according to 1 Sam 17:12, “Now David was the son of the Ephrathite of Bethlehem in Judah, whose name was Jesse, and he had eight sons.”



(2)  Joseph and Mary were from the tribe of Judah according to Lk 2:4, “Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David.”



(3)  One of the titles of our Lord is the Lion of the Tribe of Judah in Rev 5:5, “and one of the elders said to me, ‘Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals.’”



(4)  Rom 1:3, “concerning His Son, the One who was born from the seed of David in relation to the flesh,”



(5)  2 Tim 2:8, “Remember Jesus Christ, resurrected out from the dead, from the seed of David, according to my gospel,”



(6)  Rev 22:16, “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches.  I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”


c.  The tribe of Levi was chosen by the Lord as the only one of the Jewish tribes that would officiate as His representatives in a tabernacle or temple on earth.  Our Lord officiates as a high priest in the heavenly temple and never in an earthly one.

2.  “from which [tribe] no one has officiated at the altar.”

a.  No one from the tribe of Judah has ever officiated at the altar of the tabernacle or temple and no one ever will.


b.  This was an express violation of our Lord’s command.



(1)  Num 1:50-51, “But you shall appoint the Levites over the tabernacle of the testimony, and over all its furnishings and over all that belongs to it.  They shall carry the tabernacle and all its furnishings, and they shall take care of it; they shall also camp around the tabernacle.  So when the tabernacle is to set out, the Levites shall take it down; and when the tabernacle encamps, the Levites shall set it up.  But the layman who comes near shall be put to death.”



(2)  Num 3:5-10, “Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, ‘Bring the tribe of Levi near and set them before Aaron the priest, that they may serve him.  They shall perform the duties for him and for the whole congregation before the tent of meeting, to do the service of the tabernacle.  They shall also keep all the furnishings of the tent of meeting, along with the duties of the sons of Israel, to do the service of the tabernacle.  You shall thus give the Levites to Aaron and to his sons; they are wholly given to him from among the sons of Israel.  So you shall appoint Aaron and his sons that they may keep their priesthood, but the layman who comes near shall be put to death.”



(3)  Num 18:1-7, “So the Lord said to Aaron, ‘You and your sons and your father’s household with you shall bear the guilt in connection with the sanctuary, and you and your sons with you shall bear the guilt in connection with your priesthood.  But bring with you also your brothers, the tribe of Levi, the tribe of your father, that they may be joined with you and serve you, while you and your sons with you are before the tent of the testimony.  And they shall thus attend to your obligation and the obligation of all the tent, but they shall not come near to the furnishings of the sanctuary and the altar, or both they and you will die.  They shall be joined with you and attend to the obligations of the tent of meeting, for all the service of the tent; but an outsider may not come near you.  So you shall attend to the obligations of the sanctuary and the obligations of the altar, so that there will no longer be wrath on the sons of Israel.  Behold, I Myself have taken your fellow Levites from among the sons of Israel; they are a gift to you, dedicated to the Lord, to perform the service for the tent of meeting.  But you and your sons with you shall attend to your priesthood for everything concerning the altar and inside the veil, and you are to perform service. I am giving you the priesthood as a bestowed service, but the outsider who comes near shall be put to death.’”


c.  Being from the tribe of Judah rather than the tribe of Levi, our Lord’s priesthood may only officiate at the heavenly altar in the holy of holies:



(1)  Ps 11:4, “The Lord is in His holy temple; the Lord’s throne is in heaven; His eyes behold, His eyelids test the sons of men.”



(2)  Heb 8:1-2, “Now the main point in what has been said is this we have such a high priest, who has taken His seat at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a minister in the sanctuary and in the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, not man.”



(3)  Heb 9:11, “But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands; that is to say, not of this creation.”


d.  This is why there is no temple in the New Jerusalem, Rev 21:22, “I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.”


e.  There is an earthly temple during the millennial reign of Christ, which is probably the temple of the great tribulation in which the abomination of desolation is set up.  This temple apparently survives the tribulation and continues into the millennial reign of Christ.  Such a temple is mentioned in Rev 7:14-15, “I said to him, ‘My lord, you know.’ And he said to me, ‘These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  For this reason, they are before the throne of God; and they serve Him day and night in His temple; and He who sits on the throne will spread His tabernacle over them.”  No passage indicates that our Lord officiates as a high priest in this temple.
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