Heb 6:8



- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” with the nominative feminine singular present active participle from the verb EKPHERW, which means “to cause to grow; to produce.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on in this illustration.


The active voice indicates that the ground produces the action.


The participle is a conditional participle, functioning as the protasis of a conditional sentence and translated with the word “if.”

Then we have the accusative feminine plural direct object from the noun AKANTHA, meaning “a plant with thorns” or simply “thorns” and the accusative masculine plural noun TRIBOLOS, meaning “thistles” (which is a prickly weed), the two nouns being connected by the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”
“but if it produces thorns and thistles,”

- is the predicate nominative feminine singular from the adjective ADOKIMOS, meaning “worthless, unfit, barren,” followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the genitive feminine singular of place from the noun KATARA, meaning “curse.”  This is followed by the preposition EGGUS, meaning “close, near: to being cursed=under a curse.”  Literally this says “it is near a curse,” which is idiomatic for being under a curse.  The predicate nominative indicates the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[it is].”

“[it is] worthless and near a curse,”

- is the possessive genitive from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whose” and referring back to feminine singular noun GĒ = the ground.  Then we have the nominative neuter singular subject from the article and noun TELOS, meaning “the end, goal, outcome, or destiny.”  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the predicate accusative from the feminine singular noun KAUSIS, which means “burning.”  The predicate accusative with the preposition EIS is used after the verb “to be” whether the verb is expressed or not expressed (here it is not expressed, but is deliberately omitted as part of the idiom).  Literally, this says, “the end of which [is] into burning.”  In Modern English we would translate it thus:
“whose end [is] burning.”

Heb 6:8 corrected translation
“but if it produces thorns and thistles, [it is] worthless and near a curse, whose end [is] burning.”
Explanation:
1.  “but if it produces thorns and thistles,”

a.  The entire sentence now reads, “For the ground which drinks the rain which often comes on it and brings forth suitable vegetation for those for whose sake it is also tilled, receives a share of blessing from God; but if it produces thorns and thistles, [it is] worthless and near a curse, whose end [is] burning.”


b.  In contrast to the positive volition of the believer (ground) mentioned in the previous verse, who drinks up the water of the word of God and brings forth suitable vegetation; that is, the spiritual production of divine good, we have in this verse the believer (or ground) who produces only thorns and thistles.


c.  The thorns represent human good and the thistles represent evil.  Some believers have no spiritual production in the spiritual life, but only produce human good and evil.



(1)  Human good is produced by the believer attempting to do the will of God or what they think is right apart from the filling of the Holy Spirit and knowledge of the word of God.



(2)  Evil is produced by the believer attempting to contradict the will of God by what they do.


d.  The believer in reversionism or perpetual carnality will constantly produce thorns and thistles in their spiritual life.  The production of their spiritual life does nothing but harm others.


e.  The conditional nature of this participle indicates that no believer ever has to produce thorns and thistles.  It is an option.  We all have free will.  It does not have to be this way.  We can make good decisions from a position of power (the two power options of the spiritual life: the filling of the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine in our soul) to not produce thorns and thistles.


f.  Believers produce thorns and thistles [human good and evil] because they want to.  They want to do what they want to do, whether it is them trying to do the will of God apart from the power of God or whether it is them deliberately trying not to do the will of God.

2.  “[it is] worthless and near a curse,”

a.  The ground producing thorns and thistles is worthless.  The believer producing human good and evil is worthless.


b.  The ground producing thorns and thistles is near a curse.  The believer producing human good and evil is near a curse.  The curse is the eternal lake of fire.  The reversionistic believer is near the eternal lake of fire but not in it.  His human good and evil is burned up at the evaluation throne of Christ.


c.  This is also taught by Paul in:



(1)  1 Cor 16:22, “If anyone [any member of the human race] does not love the Lord [=believe in Christ], he must be put under a divine curse [the judgment of the lake of fire].  The Lord is coming.”



(2)  Gal 1:8-9, “But even if we or an angel from heaven should proclaim a message contrary to the message which we proclaimed to you, let him be under a divine curse.  As we have said previously, so now again I repeat, if anyone proclaims a message to you contrary to that which you have accepted, let him be under a divine curse.”



(3)  Gal 3:10, “For you see, as many as are [trying to be saved] by the works of the Law, they are under a curse [they are going to the lake of fire for their lack of faith in Christ].  For it stands written, ‘Cursed is everyone who does not abide by everything which has been written in the book of the Law to do them.’”  The book of the Law demands faith in Christ for eternal salvation.



(4)  And by Peter in 2 Pet 2:12-14, “But these [false prophets], like unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct having been born for the purpose of capture and destruction, slandering in things which they are ignorant, will also be destroyed [lake of fire] because of their depravity [failure to believe in Christ].  They cheat themselves out of [eternal] reward because of unrighteousness.  They regard parties in the daytime as a pleasure.  They are stains and defects, engaging in loud, drunken parties associated with their pleasures as they feast together with you, having eyes full of an adulteress and unceasing from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children.”


d.  Being cursed by God for the unbeliever means being condemned to the lake of fire because of the imputation of Adam’s original sin.  The believer is saved from this curse by faith in Christ.


e.  The believer who reverts to thinking and acting like an unbeliever cannot be put under a divine curse, but can only be near that curse.


f.  The curse for the unbeliever is burning in the eternal lake of fire.  Being near that curse is having the human good and evil of the believer burned at the Evaluation Throne of Christ.  The believer can no longer be under the divine curse of the lake of fire.  However, 1 Cor 3:15 says, “If the work [human good and evil] of any person is completely burned up, he will suffer loss [loss of eternal reward], but he himself will be saved, but [he will be saved] in this manner as through fire.”

3.  “whose end [is] burning.”

a.  The outcome or result of the production of thorns and thistles in the spiritual life of a believer is having that production burned up.  “Thistles and thorns quickly take over uncultivated land, and thus they represent uselessness.  Thistles burn easily, and fire is the most common and effective form of clearing.”


b.  The burning of thorns and thistles in reference to the production of the unbeliever is mentioned in Mt 7:15-20, “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.  You will know them by their fruits.  Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they?  So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit.  A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit.  Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  So then, you will know them by their fruits.”

c.  The principle of burning the bad production of the believer is taught by Paul in 1 Cor 3:12-15, “If anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver, valuable gems, various kinds of woods, grass, straw, the spiritual accomplishment of each person will become visible, for the day reveals [it], because it will be made fully known by means of fire; that is, the fire will test what sort of accomplishment is the accomplishment of each person.  If the work of anyone survives, which he has built, he will receive a reward.  If the work of any person is completely burned up, he will suffer loss, but he himself will be saved, but [he will be saved] in this manner as through fire.”


d.  The believer who produces nothing but thorns and thistles (human good and evil) in his or her spiritual life will have that worthless production completely burned up at the evaluation throne of Christ.  But they will still be saved.  They have nothing to show for their spiritual life, but they are still saved and have a resurrection body and eternal life.
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