Heb 6:2



- is the objective genitive from the masculine plural noun BAPTISMOS, which means “identifications” plus the genitive of material (indicating the doctrinal material out of which the spiritual foundation is made) from the feminine singular noun DIDACHĒ, which means “consisting of the teaching about identifications.”  The identifications refer here to the identifications which we have with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection as a part of retroactive and current positional truth.
“of the teaching about identifications”
- is the genitive of content from the feminine singular noun EPITHESIS, which means “the superimposing of something on something: laying on; the laying on of hands Acts 8:18; 1 Tim 4:14; 2 Tim 1:6; Heb 6:2.”
  This is followed by the connective conjunction TE, meaning “and” plus the subjective genitive from the feminine plural noun CHEIR, meaning “of hands.”
“and of the laying on of hands,”
 - is the coordinating use of the conjunctions TE…KAI, meaning “not only…but also.”  With this we have the genitive of content from the feminine singular noun ANASTASIS, which means “of resurrection” plus the objective genitive from the masculine plural adjective NEKROS, used as a substantive, and meaning “of the dead.”  Finally, we have the genitive of content from the neuter singular noun KRIMA, which means “of the judgment” with the adjective AIWNIOS, meaning “eternal.”
“and of the resurrection of the dead and of the eternal judgment.”
Heb 6:2 corrected translation
“of the teaching about identifications and of the laying on of hands, and of the resurrection of the dead and of the eternal judgment.”
Explanation:
1.  “of the teaching about identifications”

a.  The entire sentence reads, “Therefore, leaving behind the elementary instruction about Christ, let us be driven on to maturity, not laying again a foundation which consists of turning away from dead works and faith toward God, of the teaching about identifications and of the laying on of hands, and of the resurrection of the dead and of the eternal judgment.”

b.  There are three pairs of statements in this sentence that make up the elementary doctrines from which we must move ahead in our advance to spiritual maturity.


(1)  The elementary doctrines about the past:




(a)  Rejecting human good as the means of salvation.




(b)  Faith in Christ as the means of salvation.



(2)  The elementary doctrines about the present:




(a)  The teaching about identifications.




(b)  The teaching about the laying on of hands.



(3)  The elementary doctrines about the future:




(a)  The resurrection of the dead.




(b)  Eternal judgment.


c.  The teaching about real and ritual identifications is the study of the seven baptisms mentioned in the New Testament.



(1)  1 Cor 10:1-2 presents the baptism of Moses, “For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud and all passed through the sea; and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea.”  This was a real identification in which Moses was identified with the open path through the Red Sea and the Jews were identified with Moses.  Water was not involved here.  Only Egyptian unbelievers were immersed in the water as a means of death.  Identification with the mandates of true leadership is the concept here.  Moses was identified with the cloud or Jesus Christ, and the people were identified with Moses.



(2)  The baptism of the Cross is found in Mt 20:22; Mk 10:38‑39; Lk 12:50.  This baptism is our Lord Jesus Christ being identified with our sins.  This refers to the judicial imputation of personal sins to Jesus Christ on the cross.  Jesus Christ was identified with our personal sins and judged for them, so that Christ became our Savior.  As sinners, none of those to whom Christ spoke were qualified to be baptized with or identified with sin on the cross.



(3)  The baptism of the Holy Spirit occurs at salvation for Church Age believers only. This baptism is God the Holy Spirit identifying us with the Lord Jesus Christ forever.  It is the means of forming the royal family and of breaking the back of the old sin nature as the ruler of human life.  We are positionally changed.  No water is involved in this baptism.  We are identified with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection, Eph 4:5; Acts 1:5.  The Holy Spirit enters us into union with Christ at the right hand of the Father, making us positionally higher than angels.




(a)  1 Cor 12:13, “For by means of one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.”



(b)  Rom 6:3-5, “Or are you ignorant that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus into His [spiritual] death have been baptized?  Therefore, we have been buried together with Him through baptism into His death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so also we might walk in newness of life.  For if we have become united [with Him] in the likeness of His death [and we have], certainly we shall also be [united with Him in the likeness] of His resurrection.”



(c)  Gal 3:26-28, ““For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  For you see, as many of you as have been identified with Christ, have clothed yourselves in Christ.  There does not exist either Jew or Greek; there does not exist either slave or free person; there is not male and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”


(4)  The baptism of fire is the real identification of unbelieving Jews and Gentiles at the end of the Tribulation with fire in Hades, taught in Mt 3:11, “As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”  Lk 3:16; Rev 19:11.  The unbeliever is identified with fire forever.  The Tribulational unbeliever is identified with the defeat of Satan.  All unbelievers are removed from the earth for the start of the Millennium.



(5)  The baptism of John is found in Mt 3:1‑10; Jn 1:25‑33.  The water represented the kingdom of God.  There had to be a ceremony never used before to identify a person with the kingdom of God because the King was present.  The water represented the kingdom of God as John was preaching it.  Putting a person in the water showed that he was identified with Messiah and that kingdom.  It was an encouragement and means of relating doctrine to the fact the kingdom was being offered during the First Advent.  The kingdom was postponed, but this did not change the significance of John’s baptism.  This baptism was never practiced after John’s death.  John and his ministry and his baptism were unique.  By entering the water the person testified to his belief that the Messiah would go to the cross to die for his sins, recognizing that because he accepted Christ as Savior before He died and accepted Him as King, he was saved and identified in the Jewish kingdom forever.



(6)  The baptism of Jesus Christ was unique.  John recognized Jesus Christ’s impeccability and refused to baptize Him.  Jesus told him the water represented something new; i.e., the Father’s plan and will for the dispensation of the hypostatic union—to begin His public ministry and to go to the cross and receive the personal sins of mankind and be judged.  So at the beginning of His earthly ministry, Christ identified Himself with the Father’s will.  By entering the water, Jesus was saying He would fulfill God’s plan and live a perfect life under the greatest testing and then go to the Cross as a perfect person and receive the imputation of all personal sins, Mt 3:13‑17.  As He came out of the water, Jesus recognized that when He completed the plan of the Father, He would be resurrected.  Coming up out of the water was a picture of His resurrection.



(7)  Christian water baptism is the ritual testimony of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  There had to be a testimony before the Canon was written to explain the baptism of the Spirit.  From the beginning of the Church Age until the completion of the Canon, this baptism was necessary to teach the principle of the baptism of the Holy Spirit at salvation.  But once the Canon was completed this ritual was no longer necessary, since the explanation for the baptism of the Spirit was now in writing.  Even before the completion of the canon of Scripture, water baptism was not always practiced.  Entering the water, the believer recognized that he was identified with Jesus Christ in His spiritual death, physical death, and burial, i.e., retroactive positional truth.  Identification with His spiritual death meant rejection of good and evil.  Identification with His physical death and burial meant separation from good and evil.  Coming out of the water was recognition of being identified with Christ as He is now seated at the right hand of the Father; i.e., current positional truth.  Paul tells the Corinthians he stopped using water baptism because it was a means of dividing believers, Acts 2:38, 8:36‑38, 16:15, 33; 1 Cor 1:11-17.  So before Romans 6:3-4 and 1 Cor 12 were written to explain the baptism of the Spirit and identification with Christ in His death and resurrection, water baptism was used to represent what had happened at salvation to those who did not yet have the statements in Scripture explaining it.

2.  “and of the laying on of hands,”

a.  The laying on of hands is also a ritual identification and act of recognition by those with the spiritual authority.

b.  The laying on of hands is mentioned in:


(1)  Acts 8:14-19, “Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent them Peter and John, who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit.  For He had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  Then they began laying their hands on them, and they were receiving the Holy Spirit.  Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was bestowed through the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money, saying, ‘Give this authority to me as well, so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.’”



(a)  Being baptized in the name of Jesus was the ritual identification of water baptism, which was done to portray the real baptism of the Holy Spirit, which had not yet happened, but was about to happen with the laying on of the apostle’s hands.




(b)  Peter and John laying their hands on the Samarian believers was a ritual act of identifying these believers with Christ through the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  The real baptism of the Holy Spirit occurred simultaneously with this ritual of identification.




(c)  The laying on of hands is also said here to be a part of the authority or the spiritual gift of apostleship.  The apostle’s had the authority to recognize those who were real believers and should be identified with Christ by the Holy Spirit.


(2)  1 Tim 4:14, “Stop neglecting the spiritual gift in you, which was given to you because of prophecy [the interpretation of the divine will and purpose] with the laying on of hands by the assembly of elders;” and 2 Tim 1:6, “For which reason I remind you to rekindle your gift from God, which is in you through the agency of the laying on of my hands.”  The assembly of elders is the gathering together of men with spiritual communication gifts, who are authorized to use their authority to recognize another man with a spiritual communication gift.  Their laying on of hands represents the conveyance of God’s authority to this individual to teach the word of God publicly.
3.  “and of the resurrection of the dead and of the eternal judgment.”

a.  These two basic doctrines deal with the future of the believer.

b.  The basic doctrine of resurrection is that we shall all be resurrected with Christ, as taught in:


(1)  1 Thes 4:13-17, “Now we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, about those who are asleep, in order that you might not grieve as in fact the rest who do not have hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died and has risen, so also God [the Father] will bring with Him [our Lord] those who have fallen asleep through their relationship with Jesus.  For we declare this to you by means of the word of the Lord that we who remain alive at the coming of the Lord will never precede those who have fallen asleep, because the Lord Himself, by means of a command, by means of the sound of an archangel; that is, by means of the trumpet blast of God, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first, then we who are alive, the ones who are left behind, at the same time we shall be snatched together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the atmosphere and so we shall always be with the Lord.”


(2)  1 Cor 15:4, “and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures;” 1 Cor 15:12-23, “Now if Christ is proclaimed that He has been raised from the dead, and He is, how dare some among you say that there is no resurrection from the dead?  And if there is no resurrection from the dead, neither has Christ been raised.  And if Christ has not been raised, then as a result our proclamation [is] without any basis of truth, and your faith [is] in vain [without result, for no purpose].  Furthermore, we are found also to be false-witnesses toward God, because we have testified against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if indeed on the other hand the dead are not being raised.  Therefore, if the dead are not raised, neither has Christ been raised.  And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is useless, you are still in the sphere of your sins.  Consequently also those who have fallen asleep [died] in Christ have perished.  If in this life we are having confidence alone in Christ (and we are), we are the most miserable of all men.  But now Christ has been raised out from the dead, the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  Therefore, because death [came] through man, resurrection from the dead also [came] through man.  For just as because of Adam everyone dies, so also because of Christ everyone will be made alive.  But each person in his own division: Christ [is] the first-fruits, then those who belong to Christ at His return.”

c.  The basic doctrine of the judgment of the Church Age believer is taught in:


(1)  Rom 14:10-12, “Now you [immature believer], why do you judge your brother?  Or you also [spiritual believer], why do you treat your brother with contempt?  Since all [believers] will appear at the tribunal-judgment seat of God [Jesus Christ].  For it stands written, ‘As I live,’ says the Lord, ‘Every knee shall bow [genuflex] to Me, and every tongue shall praise God [the Father]’.  So, therefore, each one of us shall give an account to God concerning himself.”


(2)  2 Cor 5:10, “For we must all appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ, that each one of us [royal family of God] may receive what is due him [rewards] for the things accomplished while in the body, whether good [of intrinsic value] or worthless [evil].”


(3)  1 Jn 4:17, “By this [residing in His love] unconditional love has been brought to completion by us, in order that we might have confidence in the day of judgment, because just as He has been [Incarnate Christ in the spiritual life], so also we are in this world.”


(4)  Rev 22:12, “Behold, I am coming soon [imminency of Rapture] and My reward is with Me to decorate each winner as his accomplishment is.”


(5)  We have a more detailed description of this evaluation in 1 Cor 3:12-15, “If anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver, valuable gems, various kinds of woods, grass, straw, the spiritual accomplishment of each person will become visible, for the day reveals [it], because it will be made fully known by means of fire; that is, the fire will test what sort of accomplishment is the accomplishment of each person.  If the work of anyone survives, which he has built, he will receive a reward.  If the work of any person is completely burned up, he will suffer loss, but he himself will be saved, but [he will be saved] in this manner as through fire.”

d.  The doctrines about baptisms, laying on of hands, resurrection, and our evaluation by God are all basic doctrines, which these believers knew well and did not need to continue to learn over and over again.  It was time to press on to new and greater doctrines such as the high priesthood of Christ.  This is what the writer intends to do as he now declares in the next verse.
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