Heb 6:19



- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring back to the previous feminine singular noun ELPIS = confidence at the end of the last verse.  Then we have the conjunction HWS, used as a “marker introducing the perspective from which a person thing, or activity is viewed or understood as to character, function, or role,”
 meaning “as.”  With this we have the accusative complement from the feminine singular noun AGKURA, which means “a ship’s anchor Acts 27:29-30, 40; Heb 6:19.”
  This is followed by the first person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have: we have.”

The present tense is a durative/static present for a state or condition that began at some point in the past (salvation) and perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the confidence believers have in the person and promise of God produces the action of having an anchor of the soul.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the genitive of advantage from the feminine singular article and noun PSUCHĒ, which means “for the soul.”
“which we have as an anchor for the soul,”
- is the Attic Greek correlative construction from the conjunctions TE and KAI, meaning “both…and.”  With this we have the appositional accusative feminine singular from the adjective ASPHALĒS, which means “stable, firm Heb 6:19; sure, certain, definite Acts 25:26; 21:34; 22:30; safe, secure Phil 3:1”
 and the adjective BEBAIOS, meaning “permanent; of an anchor unshifting Heb 6:19; firm 2 Cor 1:7; Heb 3:14; reliable 2 Pet 1:19; abiding, constant, steadfast, unwavering, dependable.”
  “In respect of abstract things and persons it thus comes to mean steady, sure, reliable, steadfast, or certain.  In the NT we first find the ordinary meanings in the more original sense: Heb 6:19: reliable, certain, firm.”

“both secure and certain,”
 - is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the appositional accusative feminine singular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to enter.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the action as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.  This can also be a descriptive present for what is now going on in the souls of believers who are advancing to spiritual maturity.

The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, the confidence of positive, advancing believers producing the action of entering.


The participle is circumstantial, describing an attendant circumstance that coincides with the action of the main verb.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article, meaning “into the place” and the comparative form of the adjective ESW (Acts 16:24), meaning “inner,” which “functions in this clause as a preposition with the genitive of place, meaning what is inside (=behind) the curtain, the Holy of Holies Heb 6:19.”
  Finally, we have the genitive of place from the neuter singular article and noun KATAPETASMA, which means “curtain.  In the temple at Jerusalem one curtain separated the holy of holies from the holy place, and another covered the entrance from the forecourt to the temple proper.  New Testament literature knows only the inner curtain, Heb 9:3.  This phrase refers to the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, the holy of holies as a figure for heaven Heb 6:19.   The word is used similarly in the figurative language of this epistle Heb 10:20: since Jesus has opened a way through the curtain.”

“and enters into the place behind the curtain,”
Heb 6:19 corrected translation
“which we have as an anchor for the soul, both secure and certain, and enters into the place behind the curtain,”
Explanation:
1.  “which we have as an anchor for the soul,”

a.  The entire sentence thus far now reads: “Because God desires even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His plan, He guaranteed by means of an oath, in order that by means of two unchangeable things, concerning which things [it is] impossible for God to lie, we, who have taken refuge, might have strong encouragement to keep hold of our present confidence, which we have as an anchor for the soul, both secure and certain, and enters into the place behind the curtain,…”

b.  Our confidence in God is that which holds us fast or secures us in the execution of the spiritual life.

c.  Confidence in God is like a ship’s anchor that holds the ship in place rather than drifting off course from grace and crashing on the hidden reefs of Satan’s cosmic system.


d.  Confidence in God is our confidence in the word of God.  Since we cannot see, hear, or talk to God, all we have to give us confidence in Him is His Word—the teaching of the word of God.


e.  The word of God gives us security and stability in the spiritual life.  It keeps us stable and pointed into the wind.  A bow anchor keeps the ship’s bow pointed into the wind and waves, so that the waves of adversity do not pound the ship to pieces.  The word of God does the same thing for us in adversity.


f.  The soul will periodically face the outside adversity of the storms of life.  In order to weather those storms, the soul must stay pointed in the right direction.  Bible doctrine keeps us pointed in the right direction during the storm, so that we can ride it out.  Notice that we are not delivered out of the storm, but must ride out the storm through our confidence in God.


g.  Confidence in God can handle every storm or adversity in life.


h.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Rom 5:2-5, “Through Whom also we have access by means of faith into this grace in which we stand; and so let us have pride based on absolute confidence in the glory of God.  And not only [this], but also let us take pride in adversities, knowing that such suffering brings about perseverance.  And perseverance [in suffering brings about] approved integrity, and approved integrity [brings about] absolute confidence.  And absolute confidence [in God] never causes shame and disappointment, because the love for God has been poured out in our right lobes through the Holy Spirit, who was given to us for our benefit.”


(2)  Rom 15:4, “For everything that has been written before [Old Testament] was written for the purpose of our instruction, in order that through perseverance and encouragement from the Scriptures we might have confidence.”


(3)  Rom 15:13, “Now may the God who produces confidence fill you with all happiness and prosperity by means of what you believe, in order that you may abound in confidence by means of the power of the Holy Spirit.”


(4)  2 Cor 3:4, “Now we have such confidence toward God because of Christ.”


(5)  Col 1:27, “to whom God [the Father] desired to make known what is the wealth of glory with reference to this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the confidence of glory.”


(6)  1 Thes 1:2-3, “We give thanks to God at all times concerning all of you, personally making mention in our prayers, because we constantly remember your manifestation of doctrine; that is, your labor of virtue-love and your perseverance from confidence in our Lord Jesus Christ before God even our Father.”


(7)  1 Thes 5:8-9, “But since we are of the day, let us be self-controlled, having put on the breastplate of doctrine and virtue love, and the helmet, the confidence of salvation.  For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.”


(8)  2 Thes 2:16-17, “Now may our Lord Jesus Christ and God our Father, who loved us and has given infinite encouragement and comfort and intrinsically good confidence because of grace, begin to encourage and strengthen your hearts in every undertaking and good matter.”


(9)  1 Tim 1:1, “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus according to the command from God our Savior; that is, Christ Jesus, our confidence,”


(10)  1 Tim 4:10, “Therefore because of this [benefit from spiritual exercise] we work hard and we fight for a prize, because we have confidence in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers.”


(11)  1 Pet 1:3-5, “Worthy of praise is God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who because of His great mercy [compassion] caused us to be born again to a living confidence through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, for an imperishable inheritance not only undefiled but also unfading, having been guarded in the heavens for you, who are guarded by the power of God through faith resulting in a deliverance [which is] ready to be revealed in the last time.”


(12)  1 Pet 1:13, “For this reason prepare your mind for action, be self-controlled, have absolute confidence in the grace which is being brought to all of you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”


(13)  1 Pet 1:21, “the ones who through Him are believers in God who raised Him out from the dead and has given Him glory, so that your faith and absolute confidence might be in God.”

i.  Our confidence in God, His plan, and our eternal salvation is for our benefit.

2.  “both secure and certain,”

a.  Our confidence in God and His plan and His immutable promise is described as both secure and certain.

b.  The adjective ASPHALĒS means “stable, firm, sure, certain, definite, safe, or secure.”


(1)  Our confidence in God gives us stability in the spiritual life.



(2)  Our confidence in God is the firm foundation for living the spiritual life.



(3)  Our confidence in God makes us certain that we are children of God and belong to Him forever.


(4)  Our stability, surety, certainty, safety, and security are made a reality to us by our confidence in God and His word.

c.  The adjective BEBAIOS means “permanent, unshifting, firm, reliable, abiding, constant, steadfast, unwavering, dependable, steady, sure, or certain.”


(1)  Our confidence in God and His promise is also firm, abiding, steadfast, unwavering, sure and certain because we believe what His Word says.



(2)  Our soul has an unshifting certainty or confidence in God and His promise because we know that He is unchangeable and cannot lie.



(3)  Our confidence is dependable and sure because God is dependable and sure.

3.  “and enters into the place behind the curtain,”

a.  Our confidence in God also gives us the confidence that we may enter into the holy of holies, where our Lord now sits at the right hand of the Father, Heb 1:3.

b.  The place behind the curtain refers to the holy of holies, Heb 9:3, “Behind the second veil there was a tabernacle which is called the Holy of Holies.”

c.  Only the high priest could enter into the holy of holies once a year, Heb 9:7, “but into the second, only the high priest enters once a year, not without taking blood, which he offers for himself and for the sins of the people committed in ignorance.”

d.  However, our Lord has entered into the real holy of holies in heaven, Heb 9:11-12, “But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands; that is to say, not of this creation; and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.”  Heb 9:24, “For Christ did not enter a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us.”

e.  Therefore, our Lord has entered into the real holy of holies in heaven, in order that we also might enter there with Him.  Heb 10:19-23, “Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil; that is, His flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  Let us hold fast the confession of our confidence without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.”
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