Heb 6:12



- is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and means “in order that.”  Then we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the predicate nominative masculine plural from the adjective NWTHROS, which means “lazy, sluggish” and is the same word we had in Heb 5:11, “since you have become lazy with regard to listening.”  This is followed by the second person plural aorist deponent middle subjunctive from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety.  Therefore, the writer is forbidding the entire action of becoming lazy.


The deponent middle voice is active in meaning, these believers being forbidden to produce the action of becoming lazy.


The subjunctive mood is used with the negative MĒ to form a prohibition.  The writer is forbidding the action in its entirety.
“in order that you do not become lazy,”

- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but.”  With this we have the predicate nominative masculine plural from the noun MIMĒTĒS, which means “imitators 1 Cor 4:16; 11:1; Heb 6:12; 1 Thes 1:6; 2:14; Eph 5:1.”
  Note that this word is only used in Scripture by Paul and our author.  This is an indication that our author was familiar with and probably dependent upon Paul’s theological teaching.  This also indicates that Luke is the probable scribe/co-author of the letter.  Then we have the objective genitive from the masculine plural article used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, meaning “of those who.”  This article governs the genitive masculine plural present active participle from the verb KLĒRONOMEW, “to inherit,” which occurs after the intervening prepositional phrase.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and an aoristic present for a timeless fact.


The active voice indicates that believers produce the action of inheriting what God has promised.


The participle is ascriptive or substantival in relation to the noun MIMĒTĒS, further defining who these imitators are, and is verbal in its relation to the following accusative feminine plural direct object from the article and noun EPAGGELIA, meaning “(1) God’s promises, or (2) what was promised,”
 that is, “the things that were promised.”

Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular noun PISTIS, used in its active sense of “trust, confidence, faith in the active sense.”
   With this we have the connective or additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the ablative feminine singular noun MAKROTHUMIA, meaning “patience, steadfastness, endurance (BDAG p. 612).”
“but imitators of those who through trust and endurance are inheriting the things that were promised.”

Heb 6:12 corrected translation
“in order that you do not become lazy, but imitators of those who through trust and endurance are inheriting the things that were promised.”
Explanation:
1.  “in order that you do not become lazy,”

a.  The entire sentence now reads: “And we desire that each one of you show the same eagerness [willingness, diligence] with regard to the complete certainty produced by confidence until the end, in order that you do not become lazy, but imitators of those who through trust and endurance are inheriting the things that were promised.”


b.  Paul expressed this same concept in Rom 12:11, “with reference to diligence [in living the spiritual life], [do] not [be] negligent ones [lazy].”


c.  The purpose of the author’s desire that each believer show the same eagerness, willingness, and diligence with regard to their absolute confidence in God is that they not become lazy in learning and applying doctrine.


d.  Laziness in learning and applying doctrine destroys the confidence we have in God and in His eternal promises to us.


e.  Laziness in learning and believing the word of God results in an incomplete certainty about the future and lack of confidence in the One who has promised.


f.  It was critical for these believers to maintain their spiritual advance to maturity, in order that they not lose their confidence in God and His eternal promises.


g.  These believers had to be just as eager and willing to learn doctrine as they had been in their former application of doctrine in the exercise of their unconditional love and generosity toward other believers in need.


h.  They had to keep going in the spiritual life and not become lazy learners, nor be dulled into spiritual stupor by meaningless ritual and legalism.

2.  “but imitators of those who through trust and endurance are inheriting the things that were promised.”

a.  Instead these believers (and us) have to become imitators of other great believers in the past, who had trust in God and His promises, and persevered in that trust, faith, and confidence with the result that they are inheriting the things that were promised.


b.  The example that will be given in the next verse is Abraham.  God made a great promise to Abraham that he would be the father of many nations.  Abraham believed the promise and has inherited and is going to inherit that promise.  God has kept and will continue to keep His word to Abraham.  We need to be imitators of the faith, trust, and confidence that Abraham had in God.


c.  What are some of the things that have been promised to us?



(1)  Eternal life:




(a)  Jn 10:28, “and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.”




(b)  Jn 11:26, “and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?”




(c)  Gal 3:14, “in order that Abraham’s blessing might come to the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, so that we might receive the promise from the Spirit by faith.”




(d)  Heb 9:15, “For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.”



(2)  Eternal security, Jn 10:28, “and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.”



(3)  A resurrection body, 1 Jn 3:2, “Beloved, we are now children of God, and what we will be has not yet been revealed.  We know that when He will be revealed, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.”



(4)  Life with God forever in heaven, Jn 14:2-3, “In My Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.”



(5)  Eternal blessings and rewards.




(a)  Mt 5:12, “Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”  Compare Lk 6:23, “Be glad in that day and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven.  For in the same way their fathers used to treat the prophets.”




(b)  Mt 6:1-2, 4-6, “Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in heaven.  So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.”  “…so that your giving will be in secret; and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.  When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners so that they may be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.  But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.”




(c)  Mt 10:41, “He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward; and he who receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man’s reward.”




(d)  Mt 10:42, “And whoever in the name of a disciple gives to one of these little ones even a cup of cold water to drink, truly I say to you, he shall not lose his reward.”  Compare Mk 9:41, “For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because of your name as followers of Christ, truly I say to you, he will not lose his reward.”




(e)  Lk 6:35, “But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.”



(6)  The filling/power/and ministries of God the Holy Spirit, Lk 24:49, “And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”  Compare Acts 1:4-5, “Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, ‘Which,’ He said, ‘you heard of from Me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’”



(7)  The promise of entering into God’s rest, Heb 4:1, “Therefore, let us be afraid, while the promise to enter into His place of rest remains in effect, lest any one from you may be recognized as missing out.”


d.  Church Age believers are also inheriting what God has promised.



(1)  This fact was already stated by our author in Heb 1:14, “Are they not all spirits engaged in special service, being sent out to render service because of those who are about to inherit salvation?”



(2)  It is also declared in Gal 3:22, “But the Scripture has imprisoned everyone under the sin nature, in order that the promise might be given to those who believe by faith in Jesus Christ.”



(3)  Believers inherit the kingdom of God.




(a)  Mt 25:34, “Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.’”




(b)  1 Cor 6:9–10, “Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Stop being deceived, neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals who act like females, nor homosexuals who act like males, nor thieves, nor covetous people, nor drunkards, nor verbally abusive people, nor criminally greedy people will inherit the kingdom of God.”



(c)  1 Cor 15:50, “Now I mean this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does depravity inherit immortality.”



(d)  Gal 5:21, “envies, drinking bouts, wild parties, and similar things to these, which things I am saying in advance for your benefit, just as I have said before, that those who continue practicing such things as these will never inherit the kingdom of God.”



(e)  Eph 5:5, “For example, you know this, because you have learned, that every male prostitute, whether a sexual profligate or pimp, who is an idolater, does not have an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.”



(f)  Jam 2:5, “Listen, my beloved brethren, has not God chosen for Himself the destitute in this world wealthy by means of doctrine and heirs of the kingdom, which He has promised to those who love Him?”


(4)  Believers are “heirs of the promise” in Gal 3:29, “But if you belong to Christ and you do, certainly you are the children of Abraham, the heirs on the basis of the promise.”


e.  Endurance is a critical aspect of our spiritual life.



(1)  The endurance of Church Age believers in the spiritual life is expressed by Paul in Col 1:9-11, “For this reason we also, from the day we heard, do not cease praying and asking on your behalf that you might be filled with the full knowledge of His will [purpose, plan] by means of all wisdom and spiritual understanding,  that you may walk worthy of the Lord for the purpose of pleasing [Him] in all things, bearing fruit in the sphere of every good production, and growing by means of the epignosis knowledge of God, because we have been endowed with all power according to the standard of the ruling power from His glory [divine essence] resulting in all endurance and patience associated with happiness.”



(2)  The writer of Hebrews is expressing the same thought in different words as Paul is expressing in Colossians.  We have to endure the good and evil of this life before we can inherit all the promises of God.  We have to demonstrate our faith, trust, and confidence in God and His promises through perseverance and endurance as our testimony against Satan in his appeal trial.



(3)  The importance of patience and endurance in the spiritual life is also taught by Paul in 2 Tim 3:10, “Now you have closely followed my teaching, my way of life, my purpose [plan, resolve], my faithfulness [reliability, commitment, loyalty], my patience [steadfastness, forbearance], my virtue-love, my endurance [perseverance], …”



(4)  James also teaches the importance of patience/endurance in the spiritual life, Jam 5:10, “Brethren, take as an example of perseverance in suffering and patience the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord.”


f.  Our author will address this issue again in Heb 10:36, “For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.”
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