Heb 4:2



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” and giving the reason why we should be afraid of not entering into God’s rest of spiritual maturity.  With this we have the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “indeed, certainly, really, or in fact.”  Then we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “we are” plus the nominative masculine first person plural perfect passive participle from the verb EUAGGELIZW, which means “to proclaim good news; and in the passive: to have good news announced to one Mt 11:5; Lk 7:22; Heb 4:2, 6.”
  The verb and participle form a perfect periphrastic construction.


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that all Church Age believers have received the action.


The participle combined with the indicative mood in the finite verb EIMI declare this as a fact.

This is followed by the conjunction KATHAPER, which means “just as” and the crasis (combining) of the conjunction KAI and the remote demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “that one” and in the plural “those ones,” that those believers of the Exodus generation.  The conjunction KAI is used in its adverbial or adjunctive sense, meaning “also.”

“For we certainly have received the proclamation of good news, just as those [believers] also;”

- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” with the negative OUK, meaning “not” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb WPHELEW, which means “help, aid, profit, benefit, be of use (to).”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which gathers the action of forty years into a single whole and looks at it as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the divine message, that is, the teaching of the Word of God, produced the action of not benefiting the believers of the Exodus generation.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative masculine singular subject from the definite article and noun LOGOS, meaning “the message, the teaching,” that is, all that Jesus Christ told the Jews of the Exodus generation through Moses.  With this we have the objective genitive feminine singular from the definite article and noun AKOĒ, which means “account, report, message (of things recounted by others in the past) Jn 12:38; Rom 10:16f; Gal 3:2, 5; the word of proclamation (preaching) Heb 4:2; the word of divine proclamation that goes out from us 1 Thes 2:13.”
  Then we have the accusative masculine plural direct object from the remote demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “those ones” or simply “them.”

“but the teaching of the message did not profit them”

 - is the negative MĒ plus the accusative masculine plural perfect passive participle from the verb SUGKERANNUMI, which means “to mix with, blend with, unite with.”


The perfect tense is an aoristic perfect, which states the past action without reference to a continuing result.


The passive voice indicates that those who rejected the teaching of doctrine received the action of not being united with those who were positive.


The participle is a causal participle, indicating the reason or cause for the teaching of doctrine not benefiting them.  It is translated “because they were not united.”   Notice that the participle is in the accusative masculine plural, which means that the singular “teaching of the message” cannot be the subject of this verbal participle.  The subject must be the accusative masculine plural remote demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, those believers.
This is followed by the dative of means from the feminine singular definite article and noun PISTIS, used in its active sense, meaning “faith” as the act of believing something.  It is translated “by means of faith.”  Finally, we have the instrumental of association from the masculine plural articular aorist active participle from the verb AKOUW, which means “with those who heard.”


The definite article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative, meaning “those who.”


The aorist tense is a historical or constative aorist, which regards the action as a historical fact.


The active voice indicates that positive believers produced the action of hearing the teaching of the message.


The participle is circumstantial.

BAGD gives the translation: “the word that they heard did not benefit those who were not united with those who listened in faith Heb 4:2.”

“because they were not united with those who heard by means of faith.”

Heb 4:2 corrected translation
“For we certainly have received the proclamation of good news, just as those [believers] also; but the teaching of the message did not profit them, because they were not united with those who heard by means of faith.”
Explanation:
1.  “For we certainly have received the proclamation of good news, just as those [believers] also;”

a.  The writer continues with an explanation of the reason why we should be afraid of not entering into God’s rest by (1) believing in Christ and (2) advancing to spiritual maturity through positive volition to the teaching of the Word of God.


b.  The writer begins with a known fact, which is true for both he and his readers.  We have certainly received the proclamation of the gospel, which includes the teaching of doctrine.



(1)  The proclamation of good news begins with the gospel message of eternal salvation through faith in Christ.  But the proclamation of good news does not end there.



(2)  The proclamation of good news also includes all the mystery doctrines of the Church Age, which were the most wonderful things ever heard by the Gentiles—that they too could be in union with Christ as fellow-heirs of the grace of eternal life.



(3)  The good news contained all the teaching that had been done by Paul and Peter and others for the last thirty-something years, since the beginning of the Church Age.


c.  The message of eternal salvation was proclaimed to the Jews of the Exodus generation just as it was proclaimed to both Jews and Gentiles at the beginning of the Church Age.


d.  The message of the Word of God beyond the gospel was proclaimed to the Jews of the Exodus generation in the Mosaic Law, just as the message beyond the gospel was proclaimed to the believers to whom this epistle was written.


e.  Both the believers of the Exodus generation and the believers of the author’s generation had the message of the gospel and the teaching of the Word of God proclaimed to them as the good news from God.


f.  Therefore, the writer begins by establishing the fact that there was no difference between the fact that a divine message was brought to the Jews of the Exodus generation just as a divine message was brought to the believers of his own generation.

2.  “but the teaching of the message did not profit them,”

a.  The writer continues by affirming the contrast between the negative volition of the believers of the Exodus generation with what should have happened.


b.  The divine message of the teaching of the Mosaic Law, that is, the Bible doctrine presented to the believers of the Exodus generation should have been of the greatest benefit to them, but it was not.  Why?  It did not profit them because of their negative volition.


c.  The teaching of the divine message was done by both Moses, Aaron, the Levitical priests, and even angels, but to no avail.


d.  The locked-in negative volition of the Exodus generation refused to hear and obey the teaching of the Word of God.  They would listen, because they were forced to, but rejected what they heard.


e.  There is no profit in negative volition to what God says.  There is no benefit for our refusal to do what God wants.


f.  The teaching of doctrine is designed by God to be of the greatest benefit and spiritual profit to the believer.  It is designed for comfort, encouragement, confidence about the future, and a relaxed mental attitude of contentment and happiness.  All of these things were available to the believers of the Exodus generation and completely rejected by them.


g.  The same principle of the benefit of doctrinal teaching is available to us.  Just as they were not profited or benefited by their negative volition, so also the same holds true for us.  Negative volition to the teaching of doctrine has never been of any benefit to mankind, whether believer or unbeliever.  This has been true from the beginning, when Adam rejected the teaching of the Word of God in the Garden of Eden and followed the lead of his wife.


h.  The Word of God has to be proclaimed and will be proclaimed throughout human history.  It will be and must be taught in every generation of human history.  Therefore, all unbelievers will face the issue of the message of the gospel, just as all believers will face the issue of the teaching of Bible doctrine.  We can benefit from the teaching or doctrine or not, and God gives each of us the choice.

3.  “because they were not united with those who heard by means of faith.”

a.  Finally, the writer states the reason why the teaching of the divine message did not benefit or profit the Jewish believers of the Exodus generation—they did not believe what they heard.


b.  There were two groups of believers in the Exodus generation:



(1)  Those who were positive to the teaching of the Word of God: Moses, Caleb, and Joshua.



(2)  Those who were negative—everyone else.


c.  The positive group united, mixed, or blended the teaching of the Word of God with their faith or positive volition and benefited from the teaching of God’s Word.


d.  The negative group did not unite, mix, or blend the teaching of the Word of God with their faith, and therefore, did not benefit from the teaching of the Word of God.


e.  The positive believers were not united with the negative believers.  The positive believers went into the Land of Canaan (Moses had a special discipline for his temporary rebellion against God which prevented him from entering the Land).  The negative believers died in the desert for forty years.


f.  Positive believers and negative believers don’t mix well, just as believers and unbelievers don’t mix well.  There was no like-minded thinking between those who were negative and those who were positive.  The same was true for those believers who rejected Paul’s teaching and those who did not.


g.  Mature believers and reversionistic believers are not united in thinking, because their attitude toward the Word of God is at opposite extremes.


h.  Faith, trust, confidence in God and His Word is the foundation and life of the mature believer.  Self-absorption, self-confidence, and selfishness are the foundation and life of the believer in Christian degeneracy.  The two will never mix, and the issue that separates them is the Word of God.


i.  The writer will continue by explaining why positive believers do not mix with negative believers by stating in the next verse that we who have believed the teaching of doctrine enter that rest.
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