Heb 4:16



- is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, “denoting that what it introduces is the result of or an inference from what precedes, and is translated: so, therefore, consequently, accordingly, then. Heb 4:16.”
  With this we have the first person plural present deponent middle/passive subjunctive from the verb PROSERCHOMAI, which means “to go to; approach Heb 7:25; 11:6; with the dative [locative] of place Heb 4:16.”


The present tense is a customary present for an action that is reasonably expected to occur in the present.  This is also a durative present for any time during our spiritual life.


The deponent middle/passive is active in meaning, each Church Age believer having the privilege and honor of approaching the throne of grace with confidence.


The subjunctive mood is a hortatory subjunctive, in which the writer invites the readers to join him in a course of action.  It is translated “let us go.”

Then we have the preposition META plus the genitive of attendant circumstances, which indicate the mental or emotional state that accompanies the action of the verb.  With the preposition we have the genitive feminine singular from the noun PARRĒSIA, which means “a state of boldness and confidence, with courage, confidence, boldness, fearlessness, especially in the presence of persons of high rank.”
  This is followed by the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun THRONOS, meaning “to the throne.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive feminine singular from the article and CHARIS, meaning “characterized by or of grace.”

“Therefore let us go with confidence to the throne of grace,”

- is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and is translated “in order that.”  Then we have the first person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action of receiving mercy from God in its entirety without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that we produce the action of receiving mercy from God.


The subjunctive mood is a purpose subjunctive, used with HINA to form a purpose clause.

This is followed by the accusative neuter singular direct object from the noun ELEOS, which means “kindness or concern expressed for someone in need, mercy, compassion, pity, clemency.”

“in order that we may receive mercy”

 - is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the accusative feminine singular direct object from the noun CHARIS, meaning “grace.”  Then we have the first person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb HEURISKW, which means “to find.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action of receiving grace from God in its entirety without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that we produce the action of receiving grace from God.


The subjunctive mood is a purpose subjunctive, used with HINA to form a purpose clause.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative feminine singular of result from the adjective EUKAIROS, which “pertains to time that is considered a favorable occasion for some event or circumstance, well-timed, suitable; coming at the right time; help in time of need Heb 4:16.”
  With this we have the accusative feminine singular noun BOĒTHEIA, which means “help.”
“and find grace resulting in well-timed help.”

Heb 4:16 corrected translation
“Therefore let us go with confidence to the throne of grace, in order that we may receive mercy and find grace resulting in well-timed help.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore let us go with confidence to the throne of grace,”

a.  The writer reaches another conclusion based what can be logically inferred from the fact we have a high priest who can sympathize with our weaknesses.  We have the privilege and honor of going to God the Father in prayer.


b.  Related Scripture:



(1)  Eph 3:12, “through Whom [Jesus Christ as our high priest] we have courage and access with confidence because of His faithfulness.”



(2)  Phil 4:6, “Stop worrying about anything, but in all things through prayer and request for personal needs after thanksgivings, let your requests be revealed to God.”


c.  The throne of grace is the figurative throne of God the Father, for God the Father does not have a physical body and does not need a throne.  More importantly, His throne is characterized or described as being a place where we can obtain grace from God.


d.  As a royal priesthood we have the right of direct access to God the Father in prayer.  We do not have to go through a priest to get to God, or through angels, or “saints,” and especially not through Mary the mother of the humanity of Christ.


e.  We have the right of direct access to God the Father through one person only—our High Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is why we are instructed to ask in His name, Jn 15:16, “You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you.”


f.  We can go to God the Father in prayer at any time, but especially when we are under temptation and testing to ask for His help to say ‘no’ to the temptation and to get through the testing.


g.  Since our Lord has already ‘been there and done that’, He is able to provide us with the exact help we need through the Bible doctrine in our soul and the filling of the Holy Spirit.


h.  We do not have to go to God in a state of fear and trembling about whether or not He will help.  We can go to Him in absolute confidence that He will help, because He is more than willing to help and is just waiting for the opportunity to help.


i.  You might be asking yourself, “Why doesn’t God just help us without us asking, since He knows all things and wants to help?”  There is this little problem called the angelic conflict, and the resolution of that conflict through the use of human free will.  God does want to help and is anxious to help us, but our free will must give permission for Him to help, especially when we are under temptation and testing.  We often receive help from Him just as a matter of course in life, such as logistical grace support, for which we often do not ask.  But when it comes to temptation and testing, it is necessary that we ask for His grace support.


j.  Because grace is involved, God the Father freely gives us the help we need without requiring anything on our part to earn or deserve it.  We have to be in fellowship with Him for our prayer to be heard and answered, but beyond that all we do is ask and we shall receive.


k.  Prayer is not designed to get us out of trouble, but to express our helplessness, our humility, our total dependence on God rather than on human ability and power.  Prayer is our recognition and orientation to His grace and His mercy toward us.



(1)  We do not use prayer to hire God to do what we want done.  Too many believers use prayer to try to get their own way, not God’s way.  Prayer must be compatible with God’s will and God’s way, not our will and our way.



(2)  Prayer is not what we want but what God wants for us.  Prayer is our recognition and orientation to the grace of God.



(3)  Prayer was never designed to fulfill our lusts and desires, but prayer was designed to fulfill the will, plan, and purpose of God for our lives and to give us access to heaven while still living on earth.  Too many prayers are expressions of what we want, not what God wants.  To express the will of God in your prayers, you have to come to know what the will of God is or how to ask for the will of God instead of your own will.


l.  For this reason, our Lord Jesus Christ as our High Priest makes intercession for us at the right hand of the Father, Heb 7:24-25, “On the other hand, He abides forever; consequently, He holds His priesthood permanently.  Therefore, He is able to deliver completely those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for us.”


m.  This also explains why God the Holy Spirit makes intercession for us with groanings too deep for words, Rom 8:26-27, “And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weaknesses; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; and He [God the Father] who searches the hearts knows what is the thinking of the Spirit, because He [God the Holy Spirit] intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.”


n.  As part of equal privilege of election, the Church Age believer is a royal priest, and because this is true there has never before in history been such an emphasis on every believer entering into prayer.   It is the unique function of the royal priesthood and the equal privilege and opportunity for every believer to have an effective ministry.  As a result of the equal privilege of election, believers of the Church Age are royal priests, which makes prayer possible, 1 Pet 2:5, 9.  The Church Age is the dispensation of the universal priesthood of the believer.  Every believer is a priest, both male and female.  1 Pet 2:5, every believer is a holy priest.  1 Pet 2:9, every believer is a royal priest.  Rev 1:6, 20:5, every believer is a part of a kingdom of priests.  You have the right to represent yourself before God the Father in the name of the Son and through the power of the Spirit.  From the royal priesthood originates prayers to God the Father as the recipient of all prayers.  One of our great priestly functions is prayer.


o.  Confidence is a virtue directed toward God.  Confidence in prayer is dependent upon knowledge of God’s will.  Therefore, effectiveness of prayer must relate to cognizance of the will of God.   Jn 5:14‑15, “And this is the confidence which we have face-to-face with Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask [and He does], we know that we have the request which we have asked from Him.”  This is really a prayer promise for the believer who has reached spiritual adulthood.  The promise to the believer in spiritual adulthood is found in Jn 15:7, “If you abide in Me, and My doctrines abide in you, whatever you wish shall be done for you.”

2.  “in order that we may receive mercy”

a.  The writer of Hebrews encourages and urges us to go to God the Father for help when we are in a state of weakness, so that we may depend totally upon Him for whatever we need (grace is total dependence upon God).


b.  When we go to the Father in total dependence upon Him, we receive mercy.  We receive mercy every time.  God the Father has never once failed to be merciful to anyone who has gone to Him and ask for His help.


c.  The reason why believers often do not receive mercy or grace from God is because they ask with wrong motives, Jam 4:3, “You ask and do not receive because you ask for yourselves with wrong motives, in order that you may squander it on your pleasures.”


d.  When we are out of fellowship with God, everything we want is for a selfish motive, that is, a wrong motive.  When we are in fellowship with God, everything we want is for the greater glorification of God and His plan, and we receive mercy.


e.  God wants to be merciful to us.  He is a God of mercy.



(1)  Lk 1:78, “Because of the tender mercy of our God, with which the Sunrise from on high will visit us.”



(2)  Rom 9:16, “So then, [it is] not because of him who desires [mercy and compassion], nor because of him who exerts oneself to the limit of one’s powers in an attempt to run after blessing, but from God who has mercy.”



(3)  Rom 11:32, “For God has locked up the entire human race because of disobedience [Adam’s Original Sin], in order that He might have mercy on the entire human race.”



(4)  Rom 15:9, “and that the Gentiles might glorify God for [His] mercy,”



(5)  Eph 2:4, “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great unconditional love, with which He loved us,”



(6)  Phil 2:27, “For as a matter of fact, he was so ill that he nearly died.  But God had mercy on him, and not only on him, but also on me, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow.”



(7)  1 Pet 1:3, “Worthy of praise is God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who because of His great mercy [compassion] caused us to be born again to a living confidence through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,”



(8)  1 Pet 2:10, “[You] who formerly [were] no people but now [are] the people of God, those who were not shown mercy but now have obtained mercy.”



(9)  2 Jn 1:3, “Grace, mercy, harmony will be with us from God the Father and from Jesus Christ the Son of the Father by means of truth and unconditional love.”

3.  “and find grace resulting in well-timed help.”

a.  Not only will we receive mercy, but we will also find the grace for which we approached the throne of grace.


b.  This grace that we find in our lives in time of pressure, testing, temptation, and adversity will be just exactly what we need at the right time.


c.  God’s timing is perfect.  He is never late with His grace.  His help never comes too late to do any good.


d.  God’s grace is always provided at the right time in the right amount for all the right reasons.


e.  We can have absolute confidence in the fact that God will provide help from His mercy on the basis of His grace at the right time, when we need it most.  All we have to do is go to the throne of grace and ask.


f.  God has many purposes for our life, and one of the main purposes is stated here: that we may receive mercy and find grace resulting in well-timed help.

g.  Our Lord did not leave us in Satan’s cosmic system so that we could constantly fail and suffer under temptation and testing, but so that we could demonstrate our dependence upon the grace and mercy of God and receive that mercy and find that grace exactly when we need God’s help.


h.  Temptation and testing happen so that we have the opportunity of going to God and asking for His help, so that He can give that help and demonstrate His grace and mercy to the fallen angels, who said that He had no grace and had no mercy.


i.  There is much more at stake here than we realize until we grow up spiritually and learn that God has a great plan for our lives, which includes the function of our royal priesthood going to Him for help in time of temptation and testing and having total confidence in His grace and mercy.
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