Heb 4:14



- is the nominative masculine first person plural present active participle from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action of having a great high priest.


The participle is causal, indicating the ground or reason why we are to adhere strongly to or hold fast to our public profession of allegiance to Christ.  It is translated “since we have.”

This is followed by the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore,” which introduces a conclusion based upon the last phrase of Heb 4:13, “to Whom we have to give an account.”  We have to give an account of our spiritual life to Christ.  Therefore, let us hold fast to our public acknowledgment of our allegiance to Him.  Then we have the accusative masculine singular direct object from the noun ARCHIEREA, meaning “high-priest” (as in Heb 2:17; 3:1; 5:10; 6:20; 7:26; 8:1; 9:11)
 and the adjective MEGAS, meaning “great.”

“Therefore, since we have a great high-priest”

- is the accusative of simple apposition from the masculine singular perfect active participle from the verb DIERCHOMAI, which means “to go through; to travel through.”


The accusative masculine singular is in apposition to the accusative masculine singular of the previous noun ARCHIEREA = high priest.


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action and is translated with the auxiliary English word “have/has.”


The active voice indicates that the Lord Jesus Christ as our great high priest has produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial and is translated “who has gone through.”

Then we have the accusative masculine plural direct object from the article and noun OURANOS, meaning “the heavens” and referring to the first heaven—the atmosphere around the earth, and the second heaven—the stellar universe.

“who has gone through the heavens,”

- is the accusative in simple apposition from the masculine singular proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus” followed by the accusative of simple apposition from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS plus “the Son of God” and referring to God the Father.
“Jesus, the Son of God,”

- is the first person plural present active subjunctive from the verb KRATEW, which means “to adhere strongly to, hold of commitment to someone or something; to hold fast (to) someone or something, and hence remain closely united; hold fast to the Head (i.e. to Christ) Col 2:19; observing the traditions Mk 7:3; 2 Thes 2:15, ‘stand firm and take hold of the traditions, which you have been taught’; Rev 2:13, ‘and you hold fast My name’ Rev 2:14, ‘you have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam’.—With the genitive of the thing hold fast to our confession Heb 4:14; ‘to take hold of the hope set before us’ Heb 6:18.”


The present tense is a customary present, which describes the action as what is reasonably expected to occur throughout our spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers are expected to produce this action.


The subjunctive mood is a hortatory subjunctive, in which the writer implores the readers to join him in a course of action.

Finally, we have the genitive direct object from the feminine singular article, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “our” and the noun HOMOLOGIA, which means:


“A binding word, an expression of obligation and commitment, the answer of the [Christian] community to the promise of God.  It is a free act of confession of the Gospel (2 Cor 9:13 [Because of the approved character of this service they are praising God because of the commitment of your public allegiance to the gospel of Christ and the generosity of your contribution to them and to all]); the term is response to the Gospel of Christ, obedience to its message, acceptance of its claim and expression of commitment.  It implies consent to some thing felt to be valid, and in such a way that it is followed by definite resolve and action, by ready attachment to a cause.”


“In 1 Tim 6:12 [Keep on competing in that noble contest for doctrine; take hold of eternal life, into which (life) you have been elected and have acknowledged the honorable acknowledgment in the presence of many witnesses.] the obvious reference is to ordination in which the good confession is made before the congregation.”


Jesus Christ Himself made a good confession before Pontius Pilate, 1 Tim 6:13 [and Christ Jesus, who testified an excellent acknowledgment before Pontius Pilate]”


HOMOLOGIA means “to express openly one’s allegiance to a proposition or person—‘to profess, to confess, confession.’  It is often extremely difficult, if not impossible, to translate this word group by the usual expression for ‘confess,’ since this would usually imply that one has done something wrong.  It is normally necessary, therefore, to employ quite a different type of relationship, usually involving a public utterance and an expression of confidence or allegiance.  For example, in Mt 10:32 it may be necessary to translate ‘whoever tells people publicly that he is loyal to me, I will tell my Father that I am loyal to that person.’  Similarly, in Heb 10:23 one may translate ‘let us hold on to the hope in which we have told people we have such confidence.’

“let us hold fast our acknowledgment of allegiance.”

Heb 4:14 corrected translation
“Therefore, since we have a great high-priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our acknowledgment of allegiance.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, since we have a great high-priest”

a.  We have to give an account of our spiritual life to Christ.  Therefore, we are invited here to join the writer in holding fast to our public acknowledgment of our allegiance to Jesus, the Son of God.


b.  The writer qualifies his main thought (that we must hold fast our acknowledgment of allegiance to Christ) by first introducing the thought that we have a great high priest.  The author first introduced our Lord as a high priest in Heb 2:17, “Therefore, He was obligated to be made like His brethren in all things, in order that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest concerning the things with reference to God in order to atone for the sins of the people.”


c.  Some background on the high priest of the Jews.



(1)  The designation ‘high-priest’ is found in the Old Testament only in:




(a)  2 Kg 12:10, “When they saw that there was much money in the chest, the king’s scribe and the high-priest came up and tied it in bags and counted the money which was found in the house of the Lord.”




(b)  Num 35:25-32 where a person guilty of manslaughter had to flee to and stay in a city of refuge until the death of the high-priest.




(c)  Josh 20:6, “He shall dwell in that city until he stands before the congregation for judgment, until the death of the one who is high-priest in those days. Then the manslayer shall return to his own city and to his own house, to the city from which he fled.”



(2)  The high priesthood was hereditary according to Ex 29:29-30; Lev 16:32.



(3)  His term of service was normally for the rest of his life, Num 18:7; 25:11-13; 35:25, 28; Neh 12:10f.



(4)  He alone entered the Most Holy Place on the Day of Atonement, Lev 16:1-25.


d.  The high priesthood of our Lord Jesus Christ is the topic of the letter of Hebrews from Heb 4:14 – Heb 10:25 (with the exception of the exhortation in Heb 5:11-6:20).


e.  We have a high-priest, who is not the high-priest of the Jews.  He cannot be because He is not from the tribe of Levi, but the tribe of Judah.


f.  The subject ‘we’ refers to all Church Age believers.  The Church has a high-priest, Jesus, the Son of God, and we, the Church, are a holy priesthood and a royal priesthood:



(1)  1 Pet 2:5, “In fact you yourselves as living stones are being built into a holy priesthood, a spiritual building, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”



(2)  1 Pet 2:9, “You are the elect people, the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the people for the purpose of possession, in order that you might proclaim the virtues of Him who called you from darkness into His wonderful light.”


g.  Jesus Christ can only be a priest because He became true humanity.  A priest represents man before God.  Jesus Christ had to become true humanity in order to be a man and a priest, who could represent believers before God the Father.  Without the true humanity of Christ, He is disqualified from being a high-priest.


h.  Jesus Christ is not just one of many high-priests that have existed in human history, but He is the great high-priest.  The absence of the article indicates the high quality of His priesthood above all others.  Our Lord is the greatest priest who has ever or will ever exist, and the rest of this letter explains why this is true.

2.  “who has gone through the heavens,”

a.  Jesus Christ did something that no other high priest has ever done—He has ascended into the third heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father.  The plural word heavens refers to the first heaven (the atmosphere around the earth) and the second heaven (the stellar universe).  Our Lord ascended through these two heavens to enter into the Holy of Holies or Most Holy Place to offer the sacrifice of Himself as a propitiation for sin to God the Father.


b.  God the Father accepted our Lord’s offering of Himself as a sacrifice for sin by inviting our Lord to sit down at His right side.


c.  This indirect reference to the session of Christ is also mentioned in:



(1)  Heb 9:12, “and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.”



(2)  Heb 9:24, “For Christ did not enter a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us.”



(3)  Heb 10:12, “but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of God.”

3.  “Jesus, the Son of God,”

a.  This appositional phrase identifies our great high priest directly as Jesus, the Son of God.


b.  This identification was critical because of the Jewish rejection of Jesus as the Son of God and as the Messiah.


c.  One of the most critical aspects of faith in Christ for former Jews was the acceptance of the human man Jesus as the Son the God.  Our Lord’s declaration to be the Son of God was the critical issue with those Jewish unbelievers who wanted His death, and was the ground upon which they sought His death.



(1)  Mt 26:63, “But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest said to Him, ‘I adjure You by the living God, that You tell us whether You are the Christ, the Son of God.’”



(2)  Lk 22:70-71, “And they [the Sanhedrin] all said, ‘Are You the Son of God, then?’  And He said to them, ‘Yes, I am.’  Then they said, ‘What further need do we have of testimony?  For we have heard it ourselves from His own mouth.’”



(3)  Jn 19:7, “The Jews answered him, ‘We have a law, and by that law He ought to die because He made Himself out to be the Son of God.’”


d.  The issue of eternal salvation is centered in the belief that Jesus is the Son of God.



(1)  Mk 1:1, “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.”



(2)  Jn 1:34, “I myself have seen, and have testified that this is the Son of God.”



(3)  Jn 1:49, “Nathanael answered Him, ‘Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel.’”



(4)  Jn 3:18, “He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the person of the uniquely-born Son of God.”



(5)  Jn 11:27, “She [Martha] said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord; I have believed that You are the Christ, the Son of God, even He who comes into the world.’”



(6)  Jn 20:31, “but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life because of His person.”



(7)  Mt 27:54, “Now the centurion, and those who were with him keeping guard over Jesus, when they saw the earthquake and the things that were happening, became very frightened and said, ‘Truly this was the Son of God!’”

4.  “let us hold fast our acknowledgment of allegiance.”

a.  The writer now reintroduces one of the main themes in his letter, which he previously introduced in Heb 3:1, “Therefore, holy brethren, partners [sharers, companions] in a heavenly calling, consider [contemplate, think about] Jesus, the Commander and High Priest of our acknowledgement [whom we acknowledge].”  He exhorts us to join him in adhering strongly to our acknowledgment of allegiance to Christ, the gospel, and the Bible doctrine we have learned concerning Him.


b.  George H. Guthrie in his commentary explains this statement as follows: “The author of Hebrews is calling the recipients to remain committed to Jesus, holding to their public confession of him as the Son of God.”


c.  We are commanded to hold fast or adhere to the doctrines we have been taught in:



(1)  2 Thes 2:15, “stand firm and take hold of the traditions, which you have been taught.”



(2)  Jude 3, “Beloved, while making every effort to write to you concerning our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you, encouraging [you] to fight for the doctrine handed down once and for all to the saints.”

d.  Holding fast or adhering to our acknowledgment of Jesus as the Son of God and all the doctrines concerning Him is not without eternal reward and benefit.  Our Lord promises to acknowledge before the Father and the elect angels those who acknowledge Him before other people:



(1)  Mt 10:32, “Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven.”



(2)  Lk 12:8, “And I say to you, everyone who confesses Me before men, the Son of Man will confess him also before the angels of God.”


e.   That this acknowledgement of allegiance includes more than just the gospel, but the entire body of doctrine is described in the New Bible Dictionary, “There is evidence that in the primitive church there was a corpus of distinctive Christian teaching held as a sacred deposit from God (see Acts 2:42; Rom 6:17; Eph 4:5; Phil 2:16; Col 2:7; 2 Thes 2:15; 1 Tim 4:6; 6:20; 2 Tim. 1:13–14; 4:3; Tit. 1:9).  This body of doctrinal instruction, variously known as ‘the apostles’ teaching’, ‘the word of life’, ‘the pattern of doctrine’, the apostolic ‘traditions’, ‘the deposit’, the ‘sound words’, formed the basis of Christian ministry, and was to be held firm (Jude 3; and especially in Heb 3:1; 4:14; 10:23), handed on to other believers as the apostolic men themselves had received it (see 1 Cor 11:23ff.; 15:3, where the verbs, ‘received’, ‘delivered’, are technical terms for the transmission of authoritative teaching), and utilized in the public proclamation of the gospel.  In fact, the term ‘gospel’ designates the same web of truth, which proclaims God’s redeeming mercy in Christ to men (Rom 2:16; 16:25; 1 Cor 15:1ff.).”


f.  Our acknowledgment of allegiance to Jesus as the Son of God was our declaration of faith in Christ made to God the Father when we first believed in Christ.  Or, to say it another way, our declaration to God the Father of faith in Christ was our acknowledgment of allegiance to Jesus Christ as the Son of God.  Examples of this acknowledgment of allegiance are given in the passages previously mentioned:



(1)  Mk 1:1, “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.”



(2)  Jn 1:34, “I myself have seen, and have testified that this is the Son of God.”



(3)  Jn 1:49, “Nathanael answered Him, ‘Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel.’”



(4)  Jn 11:27, “She [Martha] said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord; I have believed that You are the Christ, the Son of God, even He who comes into the world.’”



(5)  Mt 27:54, “Now the centurion, and those who were with him keeping guard over Jesus, when they saw the earthquake and the things that were happening, became very frightened and said, ‘Truly this was the Son of God!’”



(6)  Mt 16:16, “Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’”


g.  When we believed in Christ we announced and gave our allegiance to Him.  We trusted Him and believed in Him for our eternal salvation.  We stopped trusting ourselves or anything we could do to produce our own salvation, such as our good deeds or dead works.


h.  We are commanded and exhorted here to adhere to that allegiance.  We are not to stop believing that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.  How do we execute this command?


i.  Our positive volition to the Word of God and obedience to carry out the will of God is the only way this can be accomplished.



(1)  Continuing to believe is manifest in continuing to learn about Christ.



(2)  Continuing to believe is manifest in continuing to do what God wants based upon what we have learned.



(3)  Continuing to believe is acknowledging our sins to God when necessary.



(4)  Continuing to believe is living the spiritual life that God has provided for us by fulfilling the command to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.



(5)  Continuing to believe is applying the doctrine in our soul, which we have learned and believed on a daily basis.



(6)  Continuing to believe is knowing what God wants and expects of us and doing it regardless of the consequences.


j.  Therefore, we adhere to our original acknowledgment of allegiance to Jesus, the Son of God, by living the spiritual life of our holy priesthood in accordance with the will and commands of our high priest.
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