Heb 3:2



- is the predicate accusative masculine singular from the adjective PISTOS, which means “trustworthy, faithful, dependable, inspiring trust/faith.”
  With this we have the accusative masculine singular present active participle from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”


The present tense is a gnomic, static, and aoristic present for the fact of a static principle that is universally true at all times under all circumstances.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial and can be translated like a finite relative clause, “who is faithful.”

“The accusative adjective [PISTOS is the adjective in the accusative case] stands in predicate relation to another accusative substantive [the other accusative substantive is the accusative noun IESOUS earlier in this sentence]. The two will be joined by an equative verb [the equative verb is EIMI x = y], either an infinitive or participle [here we have EIMI in the participle].  Neither type is especially frequent outside of Luke or Paul [which identifies Luke as the writer].  There are two types of predicate accusatives.  First is the one that is (normally) simple apposition made emphatic by a copula in participial form.”
  This phrase is certainly appositional to the previous statement because it further describes or defines Jesus, the Commander and High Priest who we acknowledge.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular articular aorist active participle from the verb POIEW, which means “to make, manufacture, produce when used of human activity, but when used of divine activity, specifically of God’s creative activity it means to create and of the relation of Jesus to God: who appointed him Heb 3:2.”
  God the Father did not create Jesus as a High Priest or Commander of the royal family, but He did appoint Him to both those offices as a result of His battlefield victory on the Cross in the angelic conflict.

The definite article is used as a relative pronoun: to the One who or to Him who.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action into a whole and regards it as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action of appointing or making our Lord our Commander and High Priest.


The participle is substantivized by the definite article, making it the indirect object of the verbal action of the participle EIMI.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a persona pronoun, meaning “Him” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.
“Who is faithful to Him [God the Father] who appointed Him,”
 - is the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as, like” followed by the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the nominative masculine singular subject MWUSĒS, which is the Greek transliteration of the proper noun “Moses.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular definite article and noun OIKOS, which means “household, family Lk 10:5; 19:9; Acts 10:2; 11:14; 16:31; 18:8.  In a passage showing the influence of Num 12:7, Heb 3:2–6 contrasts the  of which Moses was a member and the  over which Christ presides.”
  With this we have the possessive genitive third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “His” and referring to the household or family of Israel, which belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ as the God of Israel, over whom Moses ruled as a commander and representative before God.  We know that this “his” refers to God and not Moses because the phrase is taken indirectly from Num 12:7, which says, “Not so, with My servant Moses, He is faithful in all My household.”  The word  is not found in three of the best ancient manuscripts (p13, p46, Codex B) and is likely a scribal addition because of the phrase  in verse 5 and the quotation from the LXX of Num 12:7.  The meaning of the verse is unaffected by its exclusion.
“as also Moses [was] in His [Christ’s] household.”
Heb 3:2 corrected translation
“Who is faithful to Him [God the Father] who appointed Him, as also Moses [was] in His [Christ’s] household.”
Explanation:
1.  “Who is faithful to Him [God the Father] who appointed Him,”

a.  The entire sentence now reads: “Therefore, holy brethren, partners in a heavenly calling, carefully consider Jesus, the Commander and High Priest whom we acknowledge, Who is faithful to Him who appointed Him, as also Moses [was] in His [Christ’s] household.”

b.  In this statement the writer’s point is that Jesus Christ, in His humanity during His incarnation, is faithful to God the Father as the Commander and High Priest of the royal family of God.

c.  God the Father has entrusted our Lord with the formation, preparation, and presentation of the royal family to Him.



(1)  The formation of the royal family is accomplished throughout the dispensation of the Church Age until the resurrection of the Church.



(2)  The preparation of the royal family includes (1) learning about and living a life of unconditional love toward all and personal love toward God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ during our time here on earth, and (2) the reception of a resurrection body and the removal of all human good at the evaluation throne of Christ.



(3)  The presentation occurs in heaven after the evaluation throne of Christ and is mentioned in:




(a)  Eph 5:25, “just as Christ also loved the Church and gave Himself as a substitute for her, in order that He might sanctify her, after having cleansed [her] by means of the washing produced by the water with the word [the message of the gospel], in order that He might present a glorious Church to himself, having no stain [sin], or wrinkle [human good], or any such things [evil], but that she should be holy and blameless.”



(b)  Col 1:22, “Yet now, He has reconciled [you] in His human body through His [spiritual] death, in order to present you before Him [God the Father] holy both blameless [no personal sin] and irreproachable [no old sin nature and Adam’s original sin].”




(c)  Col 1:28, “Whom we keep on proclaiming, warning each believer [out of fellowship] and teaching each believer [in fellowship] in the sphere of all wisdom, in order that we might present each believer mature in Christ.”


d.  God the Father appointed our Lord as Commander of the Church.  This is stated in Eph 1:22, “Furthermore He [God the Father] has subordinated all things [angels and humans] under His [Christ’s] feet; and He has appointed Him ruler over all things with reference to the church.”

e.  An “apostle” was the commander of the Greek expedition that was sent to colonize another land or area.  The royal family is our Lord’s colony in Satan’s kingdom, and the Lord is the Commander or Apostolos of that colony.


f.  Our Lord is faithfully discharging His duties as the Commander of the royal family from His position of authority at the right side of the Father.


g.  Our Lord is also faithfully discharging His duties as High Priest by representing us before God the Father.


h.  The fact that our Lord is faithful in those things in which He has been entrusted during His incarnation is mentioned in Lk 4:42-44, “When day came, Jesus left and went to a secluded place; and the crowds were searching for Him, and came to Him and tried to keep Him from going away from them.  But He said to them, ‘I must preach the kingdom of God to the other cities also, for I was sent for this purpose.’  So He kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea.”

i.  The fact that our Lord is a faithful witness for God the Father in Satan’s appeal trial is  mentioned in:



(1)  Rev 1:5, “and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood.”


(2)  Rev 3:14, “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, says this:”
2.  “as also Moses [was] in His [Christ’s] household.”

a.  The writer now makes a comparison between the faithfulness of our Lord in His command of the royal family of God and His representation of us as our High Priest with the same functions which Moses performed for Israel as the household of God.

b.  Our Lord is doing now what Moses had to do for Israel in the past.


(1)  Our Lord is the Commander or Prince-Ruler of the Church now just as Moses was the commander of the nation of Israel at its inception.



(2)  Our Lord is the High Priest of the Church now just as Moses represented the nation of Israel before the Lord even though Aaron was the high priest.


c.  This statement is taken from Num 12:7, which says, “Not so, with My servant Moses, He is faithful in all My household.”  The household of Israel is here clearly identified as belonging to the Lord Jesus Christ.  The context identifies the person speaking as the Lord Jesus Christ, Num 12:4-8, “Suddenly the Lord said to Moses and Aaron and to Miriam, ‘You three come out to the tent of meeting.’  So the three of them came out.  Then the Lord came down in a pillar of cloud and stood at the doorway of the tent, and He called Aaron and Miriam. When they had both come forward, He said, ‘Hear now My words: If there is a prophet among you, I, the Lord, shall make Myself known to him in a vision.  I shall speak with him in a dream.  Not so, with My servant Moses, He is faithful in all My household; with him I speak mouth to mouth, even openly, and not in dark sayings, and he beholds the form of the Lord.  Why then were you not afraid to speak against My servant, against Moses?’”


d.  The fact that Israel was a household of Christ can be seen in Jer 31:31, “‘Behold, days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah;” and Heb 8:8, which quotes this passage.


e.  The fact that the Church is the house of God the Father is seen in:



(1)  Heb 10:21, “and since we have a great priest over the house of God.”


(2)  Eph 2:19-22, “As a result, therefore, you [Gentiles] are no longer foreigners and aliens, but you are fellow-citizens with the saints and members of God’s household [royal family], having been built upon the foundation consisting of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, in relationship with Whom the whole building, while being fitted together, keeps growing into a holy temple in the Lord; in Whom also you are being constructed together for the purpose of a dwelling place of God by agency of the Spirit.”

f.  The issue of this passage is not whether or not the word AUTOS refers to Moses (‘his household’) or Christ or God the Father (‘His household’).  The issue is the fact that our Lord, in His humanity at the right hand of the Father is faithfully doing what He was appointed by God the Father to do as our Commander and High Priest.  He is ruling the Church and representing us before God the Father as our Advocate, 1 Jn 2:1, “My dear children, I am writing these things to you, in order that you may not sin.  Any yet, if anyone sins, we continue to have a mediator (intercessor, helper) with the Father, Jesus Christ, the Righteous.”
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