Heb 2:7



- is the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ELATTOW, which means “to cause to be lower in status, make lower, inferior  used with the preposition PARA plus the accusative of comparison to show the person or thing in comparison with whom, the subject is made inferior Heb 2:7, 9.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action of putting the hypostatic union of Christ in a position of temporary inferiority in a whole and regards it as a fact for the period of the First Advent.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action of making the hypostatic union of Christ inferior in comparison to the angels during the incarnation of Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of doctrinal fact.

With this verb we have at the end of this phrase the preposition PARA plus the accusative of comparison from the masculine plural noun AGGELOS, meaning “than the angels.”

Then we have the third person masculine singular accusative direct object from the intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “Him” and referring to the incarnate Christ.  This is followed by the adverbial accusative neuter singular of extent of time from the adjective BRACHUS, meaning “being brief in duration, brief, short, of time: for a short time Acts 5:34; Heb 2:7 (quotes Ps 8:6, which refers to rank), Heb 2:9; a little later Lk 22:58.”
  With this we have the accusative neuter singular adjective TIS, which is used with adjectives of quality and quantity (like BRACHUS) to heighten the rhetorical emphasis Heb 10:27; only a little Heb 2:7, 9.”

“‘You have made Him lower than the angels for only a short time;”
 - is the dative of material from the feminine singular noun DOXA, meaning “glory” with the connective KAI, meaning “and” plus the feminine singular noun TIMĒ, meaning “honor.”  “The dative substantive denotes the material that is used to accomplish the action of the verb.  The noun in the dative will usually be a quantitative word.  The difference between this usage and that of means has to do with whether or not the item used is a tool.  If it is a tool, the dative indicates means; if it is not, the dative indicates material. (For example, one writes with ink and with a pen. The ink is the material, the pen is the means.)  The difference between this and the genitive of material is that the genitive of material is related to a noun while the dative of material is related to a verb.”
  Then we have the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb STEPHANOW, which means “to honor, reward, or crown someone Heb 2:7, 9.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a whole the action of rewarding Christ for His strategic victory on the Cross by having Him sit in the place of honor and authority at the right side of God the Father.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action of rewarding the Lord Jesus Christ in hypostatic union as a result of His success in the angelic conflict during His incarnation.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrinal fact.
This is followed by the third person masculine singular direct object from the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to our Lord.
“You have rewarded Him with glory and honor;”
- is the phrase “and You have appointed Him over the works of your hands.”
This phrase is not found in the following manuscripts: p46 (200 AD), Codex B (325 AD), the editor of D (5th Century), the Byzantine texts, and the Vulgate (Latin translation).
This phrase is found in: Codex Aleph (350 A.D.), A, C, D (all 5th Century), many excellent minuscules, the Syriac and Coptic translations.

This is the first phrase of the Psalm 8:6; the context says: “What is man that You take thought of him, and the son of man that You care for him?  Yet You have made him a little lower than God [the word ELOHIM, which is the plural noun that the translators of the Septuagint rendered by the word AGGELOS, interpreting the Hebrew word “gods” as “angels], and You crown him with glory and majesty!  You make him to rule over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under his feet.”
The explanation for not including this longer reading is given as follows: “While external evidence may seem to favor the inclusion of this phrase, the Committee was impressed by the probability that the longer reading may be the result of scribal enlargement of the quotation and therefore preferred the shorter reading.”

Heb 2:7 corrected translation
“‘You have made Him lower than the angels for only a short time; You have rewarded Him with glory and honor;”
Explanation:
1.  “‘You have made Him lower than the angels for only a short time;”

a.  The writer continues with the quote from the Septuagint translation of Psalm 8.

b.  Although David’s psalm refers to Jesus Christ making mankind a little lower than the angels, the writer of Hebrews is applying this to our Lord Jesus Christ as the last Adam.

c.  In the psalm the subject “You” refers to Jesus Christ.  In the interpretation of the psalm here in Hebrews it refers to God the Father.


d.  In the psalm the word “him” refers to mankind, while in Hebrews the word “Him” refers to our Lord Jesus Christ.


e.  Mankind was made by God lower than the angels in the following ways:


(1)  Mankind was made with a lower intellect than the angels.



(2)  Mankind was made with less physical power and ability than the angels.



(3)  Mankind was made with a different kind of life that was capable of physical death.  The angels cannot die physically because they are spirits.


f.  Mankind was made by God with one thing in common with the angels—the ability to decide for or against God; that is, volition.


g.  Our Lord Jesus Christ shared the same limitations in His physical being as all other human beings, and therefore, was also made a little lower than the angels.


h.  Our Lord had limited capabilities because of His physical body, but was in no way made spiritually inferior to angels.  Even in His human body our Lord was holy and blameless before God the Father just as the elect angels are called “His holy angels.”


i.  In the psalm the phrase “for a short time” refers to the period of human history, which is very short in comparison to eternity.  In Hebrews the phrase “for a short time” refers to the period of the human life of our Lord during His incarnation.

j.  The point being made by the writer of Hebrews is that Jesus Christ was not lower than the angels prior to His incarnation and was not lower than the angels after His incarnation, but only during His incarnation.

k.  One of the main reasons our Lord was made lower than the angels during His incarnation is explained in Phil 2:6-8, “Who, although He existed in the essence of God, He did not think to be equal with God a gain to be seized, but He deprived Himself [of the normal function of deity], by having received the form of a servant, although He had been born in the likeness of mankind.  In fact, although having been discovered in outward appearance as a man, He humbled Himself, by becoming obedient to the point of [spiritual] death; that is, the death produced by the cross.”

l.  This is explained by the doctrine of Kenosis, in which the Lord Jesus Christ voluntarily gave up the independent use of His divine attributes in order to benefit Himself during the First Advent.  He was permitted to use His divine attributes to benefit others and to execute the will of God in demonstrating that He was eternal God incarnate.
2.  “You have rewarded Him with glory and honor;”

a.  Having been made lower than angels as a true human being, so that our Lord could provide eternal salvation for the human race, God the Father then rewarded Him with glory and honor, when He gave Him the place of glory and honor at his right side.

b.  The session of Christ was the reward of the humanity of Christ in hypostatic union for His victory over sin at the Cross.

c.  Our Lord won the victory on the spiritual battlefield against Satan by being totally obedient to the will of God the Father, even though it meant His having to come into contact with sin and being judged as the substitute for our sins.  By living the prototype spiritual life, our Lord was qualified by impeccability to go to the cross and be judged for our sins.  That judgment is the beginning of the strategic victory of our Lord.  It was followed by His resurrection, ascension and session at the right hand of the Father.  The cross was the greatest spiritual battlefield in history!

d.  Our Lord’s title of glory and honor is “King of kings and Lord of lords, the Bright Morning Star.”  ‘King over kings’ gives Christ precedence over human rulers; ‘Lord over lords’ gives Christ precedence over angelic rulers, Rev 17:14; 19:16; Rev 22:17.


e.  Our Lord’s reward of glory includes the royal family of God.


f.  Our Lord’s hypostatic union royalty is based upon His strategic victory during the First Advent, when He defeated Satan during His thirty-three years of executing the prototype spiritual life for the Church Age.


g.  This royalty makes Jesus Christ the ruler of elect angels and regenerate mankind, Col 2:15 Heb 2:14.


h.  The hypostatic union royalty was given to our Lord Jesus Christ as a verbal commission, Ps 110:1, 4, “The Lord [God the Father] says to my Lord [the Lord Jesus Christ]: ‘Sit down at My right hand Until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet. ...The Lord has made a solemn promise and will not change His mind, ‘You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.’”



(1)  There is a complete break with Israel in this royal family.


(2)  Jesus Christ is a king-priest.  The royal priesthood is formed in the dispensation of the Church Age and every Church Age believer is a royal priest, 1 Pet 2:5, 9; Rev 1:6.


(3)  This is a royal family born again into a royal line.  Our royalty does not come from physical birth because it includes every race in the world, but from the new birth.


(4)  We have the same royal life to fulfill the royal law as our Lord Jesus Christ had on the Cross to fulfill the royal law (Jam 2:8).
  
i.  The honor and glory of our Lord, therefore, also includes His royal high priesthood.  The royal high priesthood of Jesus Christ is confirmed in Heb 5:5-6; 6:19-20; 7:15-28.


j.  The Royalty of Jesus Christ at the Second Advent.


(1)  Each part of our Lord’s royalty performs a specific function at the Second Advent.



(2)  The divine royalty of Christ changes creation for the millennium, judges ecumenical religion and removes it, destroys the armies of the world, removes all unbelievers under the baptism of fire, and establishes perfect environment for the millennium.  In His divine royalty, Jesus Christ controls history.  Therefore, Jesus Christ judges the world both on the battlefields of Armageddon and in the baptism of fire to surviving unbelievers.  Jesus Christ also establishes the Millennium and its 1000 years of perfect environment as the last dispensation of history, a parallel to the first dispensation of perfection.



(3)  The Jewish royalty re-gathers Israel, terminates the fifth cycle of discipline, establishes Israel as the last client nation to God in history, fulfills the unconditional covenants to Israel, and causes Israel to become a great source of blessing during the millennium.



(4)  Hypostatic union royalty makes Christ the strategic victor of the angelic conflict and replaces Satan as the ruler of the world, imprisons Satan for one thousand years, removes all demons from the world, and rules the earth for one thousand years.

k.  The ultimate glory and honor of our Lord Jesus Christ will be manifest at His Second Advent.

The Royal Title of Honor and Glory, Rev 19:12ff.

1.  This is mentioned in Rev 19:12, “And His eyes [were] a flame of fire, and on His head [are] many diadems; and He has a royal title which has been written which no one understood except Himself.”



a.  The title has been revealed to the Church, but was unknown up until the Church Age and it is still a prophetic title.  Mt 11:27 is the key to interpreting this verse, “All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son determines to reveal Himself.”



b.  The Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, has the right of determination to reveal Himself.  The Son has made the decision to reveal Himself in the infallible word of God, which abides forever.


2.  The Son has revealed Himself to His royal family, all Church Age believers, in the next verse and gives us the name of this title.  Rev 19:13, “He is clothed with a military robe splattered with blood, and His royal title is designated The Logos of God.”



a.  The Lord Jesus Christ as a warrior is described in the prophecy of Isa 59:17, “He put on righteousness like a breastplate and a helmet of victory on His head; furthermore, He wore the uniform of justice, and He wrapped around Himself a military cloak of zeal.”



b.  Rev 14:20 explains why this military cloak is splattered with blood, “And the wine press was trampled outside the city, and the blood flowed from the wine press up to the horses’ bridles as far as one hundred and eighty miles.”



c.  Isa 34:2, “For the  Lord’s wrath is against all the nations, and His anger against all their armies; He has utterly destroyed them, He has given them over to slaughter.  So their slain will be thrown out, and their corpses will give off their stench, and the mountains will be drenched with their blood.”



d.  Other passages describe the same annihilation of the enemy, Joel 2:20; (In Ezek 38-39 the Hebrew word “Gog” refers to the king of the North involved in the Armageddon campaign.  In Rev 20:7-9, the Greek word “Gog” refers to Satan at the end of the millennium.  Magog refers to Satan’s followers.)  Ezek 39:2-5, “and I will turn you around, drive you on, take you up from the remotest parts of the north and bring you against the mountains of Israel.  I will strike your bow from your left hand and smash down your arrows from your right hand.  You will fall in the mountains of Israel, you and all your troops and the armies who are with you; I will give you as food to every kind of predatory bird and beast of the field.  You will fall on the open field; for it is I who have spoken,” declares the Lord God.”  Isa 63:1-3.



e.  There are three explanations and great doctrines that come out of the title “the Logos of God.”




(1)  The Logos of the Word, that is, Bible doctrine.




(2)  The doctrine of verbal plenary inspiration.




(3)  The doctrine of the Logos of God.



f.  The unknown royal title (HO LOGOS TOU THEOU—“the Word of God”) has been written in the infallible word of God for every Church Age believer as royal family of God to see and understand for himself.  However, it should be remembered that even the revelation of Bible doctrine is not known to us as it is known to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Nevertheless, we can understand this unknown title through the study of the divine essence of Jesus Christ.  Our understanding of the unknown title of royalty includes not only inculcation and cognition of the divine attributes of Jesus Christ as God, but the human attributes of Jesus Christ in hypostatic union.  Our Lord’s unknown title is not hidden, but deliberately revealed in Scripture.




(1)  “The Logos” is the royal title of eternity past in the divine decrees, Jn 1:1-3, which is based on the decisions Jesus Christ made.  This is the title of the decisions our Lord made in eternity past to become our savior.





(a)  Jesus Christ made the decision in eternity past to provide unlimited atonement by becoming the only efficacious sacrifice in human history, the basis for our salvation.  This was one day’s work in eternity past.





(b)  Jesus Christ made the decision to propitiate God the Father through His perfect sacrifice of Himself being judged for our sins.  As a result of going to the Cross and being judged for the sins of the world, God the Father is satisfied with the salvation work of Christ on the Cross—propitiation.  This eliminates all religions in human history as being efficacious to God the Father.





(c)  Jesus Christ made the decision to reconcile mankind to God through faith alone in Himself.  As a result of our Lord’s work on the Cross, mankind is reconciled to God.





(d)  Jesus Christ made the decision to become the mediator between God and man, and therefore, equal with both parties—God and man.  Therefore, Jesus Christ made the decision to become true humanity to become our mediator.





(e)  Jesus Christ made the decision to redeem mankind from the slave market of sin.  The result of the Cross is also redemption, being freed from slavery to the lusts and desires of the sin nature.  Every believer is born spiritually dead in the slave market of sin.




(2)  Because of our Lord’s victory on the Cross, one day’s work, God the Father added a second eternal title, “The Logos of the Cross,” 1 Cor 1:18, “For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”




(3)  At the Second Advent there will again be one day’s work and another victory, and God the Father adds another title, “The Logos of God.”




(4)  Each of these three royal warrants was awarded for one day’s work by our Lord.


3.  Rev 19:14, “And the armies of heaven were following Him on white horses, and they were clothed in fine linen, white and pure.”



a.  The armies of heaven which were following our Lord include three army groups: all of the elect angels, all of the Church Age believers in resurrection bodies, and all the Old Testament believers and Tribulational martyrs.



b.  Everyone followed Him willingly and was delighted to be there with Him.  This is the greatest march in all of history.  All of these armies come out of heaven.  Each of these groups is made up of millions upon millions of creatures.



c.  Every creature who comes back with our Lord will be mounted on white horses.



d.  The fine linen is the eternal body.


4.  Rev 19:15, “A sharp broadsword comes out from His mouth, in order that with it He might strike the nations, and He will rule them with an iron scepter, and prior to this He treads down the wine press of the wine of the wrath of the anger of God, the Omnipotent One.”



a.  The armies that follow our Lord, both angelic and human, follow the principle of Ex 14:13-14, “Stand still and watch the deliverance of the Lord.  The Lord will fight for you today.”  1 Sam 17:47, “The battle is the Lord’s.”  2 Chr 20:15, “The battle is not yours but God’s.”



b.  Total annihilation of the enemy results in one thousand years of world peace, the fulfillment of Ps 46:9, “He makes wars to cease to the ends of the world.  He breaks the bow and cuts the spear in two.  He burns the chariot with fire.”  Isa 2:4, “He will judge between the nations.  He will condemn many peoples.  They will hammer their swords into plow shears and their spears into pruning hooks.  No nation will lift up a sword against another nation, and they shall never learn war any more.”



c.  This is the fulfillment of the prophecy of Isa 9:6-7, “He will be called Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty Hero, the Father of Eternity, the Prince of Peace.  There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace on the throne of David and over his kingdom to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from then on and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of the armies will accomplish this.”  The Lord Jesus Christ will be the greatest Judge in the history of the world.  He will also be the greatest solider in all of history.



d.  The end of this verse has a concatenation (to link together as in a chain) of genitives.  This is very dramatic.  The violence of divine integrity destroys the violence of evil.


5.  Rev 19:16, “And He has a royal title written on His military cloak and on His thigh, “KING OVER KINGS, AND LORD OVER LORDS.”



a.  Our Lord’s royal title of the second Advent is worn in two places—on His military cloak and on His thigh.



b.  He has a new royal title—“King over kings, and Lord over lords.”  This title is His authority for rulership of the world.



c.  In the custom of the ancient world at the time of writing titles were written in these two places.  An example of this is Myron’s name engraved on the thigh of his famous statue, the Discus Thrower.



d.  The subordinate genitive identifies what is subordinate or under the dominion of what is called a “head noun.”  This is called a lexeme—two words of the same vocabulary describing the same thing.  We have two lexemes at the end of this verse.  We have the same noun used twice, once in the nominative singular and once in the genitive plural.  The noun in the nominative singular is the head noun or supreme noun, superior to the noun in the genitive.  The subordinate genitives should be properly translated “over kings” and “over lords.”




(1)  For example, Mt 9:34, “He casts out demons by the ruler of demons.”  The phrase “by the ruler of demons” is the genitive of subordination, but it is not a lexeme.  2 Cor 4:4 describes Satan as the present ruler of the world as “the god of this world.”  The phrase “of this world” is a subordinate genitive, but this is also not a lexeme.




(2)  Who are the “kings” over whom our Lord is “King?”  Mature believers of the Church Age who will rule with Him.





(a)  Rev 5:10, “And You have made them a kingdom of priests to our God and they shall rule upon the earth.”





(b)  Rev 20:6, “Great happiness and privilege and holy blessing to those who are part of the first resurrection.  Over these the second death [the last judgment] has no jurisdiction, and they will be priests of God in Christ, and they will rule with Him for one thousand years.”





(c)  Rev 2:26, 28, “Furthermore, the winner, even the one who keeps My accomplishments until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations.”





(d)  Rom 5:17, “For if by the transgression of one, death rules through that one, how much more those who in life received a surplus of grace and the gift of righteousness shall rule through that One, Jesus Christ.”





(e)  1 Cor 4:8, “You already have all you could wish, you have already become rich, you have become kings without us; oh that you did in fact rule so that we might rule with you.”





(f)  2 Tim 2:12, “If we endure, we shall also rule with Him; if we refuse Him [reject Bible doctrine], He also will refuse us [rewards for time and eternity].”




(3)  Who are the “lords” over whom our Lord is “Lord?”  Elect angels.
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