Heb 2:15



- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” which adds another purpose for Christ becoming true humanity.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb APALLASSW, which means “to set free from a controlling state or entity, free, release.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress or result.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced this action in His humanity.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose.

This is followed by the accusative masculine plural direct object from the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “those.”
“and might free those,”
- is the nominative in simple apposition from the masculine plural correlative pronoun HOSOS, which means “as many as.”  Then we have the instrumental of cause or reason from the masculine singular noun PHOBOS, meaning “because of fear.”  With this we have the objective genitive masculine singular from the noun THANATOS, meaning “of death.”  This is followed by the preposition DIA plus the adverbial genitive of time from the neuter singular adjective PAS and the articular present active infinitive from the verb ZAW, which is nominalized by the article, and means “of a whole period of time, to its very end throughout, through, during: throughout the lifetime Heb 2:15.”
  The definite article is used as a personal pronoun (“their”) in this phrase.
“as many as because of fear of death throughout all their life”
 - is the predicate nominative masculine plural from the adjective ENOCHOS, which means “being held in or constrained: subject to, with the genitive held in slavery Heb 2:15.”
  With this we have the objective genitive feminine singular from the noun DOULEIA, which means “slavery.”  Finally, we have the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “we were.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes what was actually taking place at some point in the past.


The active voice indicates that every believer produced the action prior to salvation.


The indicative mood is declarative for a reality and doctrinal fact.
“were subject to slavery.”

Heb 2:15 corrected translation
“and might free those, as many as because of fear of death throughout all their life were subject to slavery.”
Explanation:
1.  “and might free those,”

a.  The entire sentence reads: “Therefore, since the children share in blood and flesh, He Himself likewise also shared in the same things, in order that through [spiritual] death He might make powerless the one who has the power that produces death; that is, the devil, and might free those, as many as because of fear of death throughout all their life were subject to slavery.”

b.  This same concept is mentioned by Paul in Rom 8:15, “For you have not received again an inner-life of slavery resulting in fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption by agency of Whom [Holy Spirit] we keep shouting, ‘Abba, My Father.’”

c.  The entire human race is in bondage to the sin nature because of the imputation at physical birth of Adam’s original sin to the genetically formed sin nature.  This results in our spiritual death, which makes us slaves to the lust pattern of the sin nature.


d.  Because we are slaves to the desires of our sin nature; that is, because we naturally desire to do what we want rather than what God wants, we are under the authority and rulership of Satan, since He was the first creature to ever have this desire.

e.  The humanity of Christ did something unique in human history.  He lived His entire life in total submission to the will of God the Father, never once doing what He wanted apart from the desires of God.


f.  This obedience was tested throughout His life, but the ultimate test was His willingness to go to the Cross and receive the imputation and judgment of all our personal sins.  This was the ultimate obedience of the humanity of Christ to the will of God the Father.


g.  This willingness to obey the Father resulted in the judgment of all the personal sins of the human race in Christ on the Cross.  That judgment and punishment of sin in Christ paid the price demanded by the righteousness of God for the sinfulness of mankind.


h.  The entire human race had the judgment and penalty for personal sins paid for them by the substitutionary spiritual death of Christ on the Cross.


i.  Therefore, God now has the right to set free from slavery to the sin nature any person who puts his faith, trust, and confidence in what Christ did for him or her on the Cross.


j.  Those who are set free are only those who believe in Christ.  The rest of the human race continues in bondage and slavery to the sin nature and spiritual death.


k.  The freedom of the believer from slavery to the sin nature with its resultant physical death is the subject of Romans 6:6-23 (read).
2.  “as many as because of fear of death throughout all their life”

a.  The subject “as many as” refers back to the demonstrative pronoun “those,” which refers to all members of the royal family; that is, all Church Age believers.

b.  Prior to salvation every believer was afraid of physical death, just as all unbelievers are now afraid of physical death.


c.  Death itself is not what unbelievers fear, but what happens to them after death.  As our Lord taught in the Sermon on the Mount, Lk 12:4-5, “I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that have no more that they can do.  But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the One who, after He has killed, has authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him!”

d.  Dying is not the thing to fear.  It is what happens after death, being cast into hell, that is the thing to fear.  This is the real fear that unbelievers have throughout all their human life here on earth.


e.  The resurrection of Jesus Christ has set the believer free from this fear of death, because we know that we shall share in the likeness of His resurrection, Rom 6:6-11, “Be knowing this that our old self has been crucified together with [Him], in order that the body of sin may be rendered powerless, so that we should no longer be slaves to the sin nature. For he who has died has been set free from the sin nature.  Now if we died with Christ and we have, we believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing that because Christ has been raised from the dead, He can never die.  Death is no longer master over Him.  For the [spiritual death] which He died, He died once for all time with reference to the sin nature; but the [resurrection life] which He lives, He lives with reference to the God.  So also you yourselves consider yourselves dead on the one hand with reference to the sin nature, but on the other hand living with reference to God in association with Christ Jesus.”

3.  “were subject to slavery.”

a.  Fear of the consequences of dying in a state of spiritual death enslaved the unbeliever throughout life.  Satan uses the fear of death to enslave unbelievers and blind their minds to the message of the gospel.

b.  The theologian Charles Hodge explains this passage as follows: “It is here taught, (1) That men are in a state of bondage through fear of the wrath of God on account of sin.  (2) That in this state they are in subjection to Satan who has the power of death over them; that is, the ability and opportunity of inflicting on them the sufferings due to them as sinners.  (3) That from this state of bondage and of subjection to the power of Satan, they are delivered by the death of Christ.  His death, by satisfying the justice of God, frees them from the penalty of the law; and freedom from the curse of the law involves freedom from the power of Satan to inflict its penalty.”


c.  Our slavery was slavery to the sin nature, which is clearly taught in:


(1)  Rom 6:6, “Be knowing this that our old self has been crucified together with [Him], in order that the body of sin may be rendered powerless, so that we should no longer be slaves to the sin nature.”



(2)  Rom 6:16-18, “Do you not know that the one to whom you present yourselves as slaves for the purpose of obedience, you are slaves to the one to whom you habitually render obedience, either of the sin nature resulting in [the sin unto] death or of obedience resulting in [spiritual capacity] righteousness.  Now [let us be] thankful to God that [although on the one hand] you kept on being slaves of the sin nature, on the other hand you have obeyed by means of the heart the example of the teaching for the purpose of which (example of teaching) you were committed.  And having been set free from the sin nature, you became enslaved to the righteousness [of God].”



(3)  Rom 6:20, “For as long as you were slaves of the sin nature, you were free and independent with reference to righteousness.”



(4)  Tit 3:3, “For formerly we kept on being unthinking, disobedient, misled, slaves to desires and various pleasures, spending our lives in the sphere of evil and jealousy, hated ones, hating one another.”
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