Heb 2:14
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- is the postpositive inferential conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” and introducing a conclusion from what was previously said.  With this we have the conjunction EPEI, which is used here and in many other passages to introduce a cause or reason, and can be translated: because, since, for Mt 18:32; Mk 15:42; Lk 1:34; Jn 13:29; 1 Cor 14:12; Heb 5:2, 11; 6:13; 9:17; 11:11.”
  Then we have the nominative neuter plural subject from the definite article and noun PAIDION, which means “the children” and refers here to the royal family of God, that is, all Church Age believers.  This is followed by the third person singular (neuter plural subject often take singular verbs in Greek) perfect active indicative from the verb KOINWNEW, which means “to share, to share in, to have a share in.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state from a past action.  The present state is sharing in blood and flesh as a result of being human beings.


The active voice indicates that the children of God produce the action of sharing blood and flesh.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the genitive direct object from the neuter singular noun HAIMA with the connective KAI and the feminine singular noun SARX, meaning “blood and flesh.”  Literally this says the children share of blood and flesh, which is awkward to our English ear, and we would say the children share in blood and flesh.
“Therefore, since the children share in blood and flesh,”
- is the adjunctive or adverbial use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the nominative masculine third person singular subject from the intensive pronoun AUTOS.  “When AUTOS stands alone as the subject of the verb, it has the force of himself, herself, itself, etc.  In general, the intensive use is intended to emphasize identity.”
  This is followed by the adverb of manner PARAPLESIWS, meaning: similarly, likewise Heb 2:14.  The word itself does not show clearly just how far the similarity goes.  But it is used in contexts where no differentiation is intended, in the sense in just the same way.”
  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb METECHW, which means “to have a part or share in something: to share, have a share, participate with genitive of the thing in or of something; belong to another tribe Heb 7:13; he shared the same things (i.e. flesh and blood) Heb 2:14.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which presents the action as a past, historical fact.

The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produced the action of sharing in His humanity.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the genitive direct object from the neuter plural definite article and the attributive use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “the same things” and referring to blood and flesh.
“He Himself likewise also shared in the same things,”
- is the conjunction HINA, which is used to introduce a purpose clause and is translated “in order that.”  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the masculine singular definite article and noun THANATOS, meaning “through death” and referring to the spiritual death of Christ on the Cross bearing our sins.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb KATARGEW, which means “(1) to cause something to lose its power or effectiveness: invalidate, make powerless, make ineffective, nullify, Rom 3:3; 4:14; Gal 3:17; 1 Cor 1:28; make the law invalid Eph 2:15; Rom 3:31; 5:6; 9:4; 16:2; (2) to cause something to come to an end or to be no longer in existence: abolish, wipe out, set aside something 1 Cor 13:11; 6:13; bring to an end  1 Cor 15:24; 2 Thes 2:8; break the power of death 2 Tim 1:10; 1 Cor 15:26; destroy the one who has power over death Heb 2:14.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which emphasizes the entire action of making powerless and destroying as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produces the action of making powerless and destroying the devil.


The subjunctive mood is a purpose subjunctive.

Then we have the double accusative masculine singular of person and thing.  First, we have the accusative direct object of person from the articular present active participle from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The definite article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “the one who.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on during human history.


The active voice indicates that the devil produces the action of having something.


The participle is an ascriptive or substantival participle, functioning as the object of the previous verb KATARGEW.

With this we have the double accusative neuter singular of the thing from the definite article and noun KRATOS, meaning “the ruling ability, power, rule, sovereignty.”  With this we have the genitive of product from the masculine singular definite article and noun THANATOS, which means “that produces death” and refers to spiritual death resulting in physical death.
“in order that through [spiritual] death He might make powerless the one who has the power that produces death;”

- is the nominative of explanation from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which means “that.”  With this we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that this situation of Satan having the power of death produces the action of being what it is.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative masculine singular direct object from the definite article and adjective DIABOLOS, which is used as a noun, meaning “the devil.”
“that is, the devil,”
Heb 2:14 corrected translation
“Therefore, since the children share in blood and flesh, He Himself likewise also shared in the same things, in order that through [spiritual] death He might make powerless the one who has the power that produces death; that is, the devil,”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, since the children share in blood and flesh,”

a.  The writer now comes to a conclusion based upon what he has previously said beginning in verse 9 with the fact that “Jesus was made lower than the angels, in order that He might experience death for everyone” and that He is the same as the children of God the Father whom God the Father has given to Him (I and the children whom God has given to Me).

b.  The conclusion is that Jesus Christ in His perfect humanity is a human being just as those for whom He died spiritually and physically on the Cross.

c.  The children of God share in blood and flesh and so does our Lord Jesus Christ.  This is stated directly in the next phrase and is proven and stated many times in Scripture.


d.  Blood is mentioned first here because it is the significant characteristic of the human physical body that is capable of physical death.  The resurrection body is made of flesh and bones rather than flesh and blood, Lk 24:39, “See My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself; touch Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.”  (Physiologically this makes for a really interesting resurrection body because there is no need for a heart to pump blood or lungs to breath air to oxygenate the blood, nor a circulatory system of blood vessels.)


e.  Our Lord shared in the same blood that we have as mortal human beings.  This blood was mentioned by John after the Roman soldier thrust his spear into the side of our Lord on the Cross.  Jn 19:34, “But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood (clots) and water (serum) came out.”
2.  “He Himself likewise also shared in the same things,”

a.  Our Lord shared in the same blood and flesh which we have as human beings.  This is the direct statement of Scripture that our Lord was a true human being.  The other great passages being:



(1)  1 Tim 3:16, “And so, admittedly, important is the mystery with reference to the spiritual life:

[The One (Jesus Christ)] who became visible by means of the flesh;

Who was vindicated by agency of the Holy Spirit;

Who was watched by angels;
Who was proclaimed among the nations;

Who was believed on in the world;

Who was taken up in glory.”


(2)  Rom 8:3, “For what was impossible for the Law, because it was weak because of the flesh, God [the Father] judged the sin nature in the flesh, by having sent His own Son in the likeness of the flesh consisting of the sin nature [as true humanity] and for a sin-offering,”



(3)  Phil 2:7, “but He deprived Himself [of the normal function of deity], by having received the form of a servant, although He had been born in the likeness of mankind.  In fact, although having been discovered in outward appearance as a man,…”


b.  The human nature of Christ is mentioned in:



(1)  Gal 4:4, “But when the fullness of times had come, God sent forth His Son, having come into being by the woman, having come under the Law.”


(2)  1 Tim 2:5, “For God is one [in essence].  One person [is] also a mediator between God and mankind, the Man Christ Jesus.”



(3)  Jn 1:14, “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the uniquely-born from the Father, full of grace and truth.”


c.  The human nature of Christ is proven by:



(1)  Conception in the Virgin’s womb. Mt 1:18; Lk 1:31.


(2)  Physical Birth. Mt 1:16, 25; 2:2; Lk 2:7, 11.



(3)  Having a human soul. Mt 26:38; Lk 23:46; Acts 2:31.



(4)  Circumcision. Lk 2:21.


(5)  Increase in wisdom and stature. Lk 2:52.


(6)  Weeping. Lk 19:41; Jn 11:35.


(7)  Hungering. Mt 4:2; 21:18.



(8)  Thirsting. Jn 4:7; 19:28.


(9)  Sleeping. Mt 8:24; Mk 4:38.


(10)  Being subject to weariness. Jn 4:6.


(11)  Being a man of sorrows. Isa 53:3-4; Lk 22:44; Jn 11:33; 12:27.



(12)  Being buffeted. Mt 26:67; Lk 22:64.



(13)  Enduring indignities. Lk 23:11.



(14)  Being scourged. Mt 27:26; Lk 22:64.



(15)  Being nailed to the cross. Ps 22:16; Lk 23:33.



(16)  Physical death. Jn 19:30.


(17)  Side being pierced with a spear. Jn 19:34.



(18)  Burial. Mt 27:59, 60; Mk 15:46.


(19)  Resurrection. Acts 3:15; 2 Tim 2:8.

3.  “in order that through [spiritual] death He might make powerless the one who has the power that produces death;”

a.  The writer continues by indicating the purpose for our Lord becoming true humanity and sharing in the same blood and flesh which we have.  He did so in order that through His spiritual death on the Cross in obeying the will of God the Father and receiving the imputation and judgment of our personal sins, He might win the victory over Satan in the angelic conflict.

b.  This concept is also taught by Paul in:



(1)  2 Tim 1:10, “but at the present time has been revealed through the appearance of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who on the one hand made [physical and spiritual] death powerless, but on the other hand has illuminated life and immortality through the gospel.”



(a)  Our Lord made spiritual death powerless by paying the penalty for our spiritual death and freeing those who would trust in Him from the power of spiritual death and the sin nature.




(b)  Our Lord made physical death powerless over us by His resurrection from the dead, which proves that death can no longer hold us in its power and keep us from heaven, but those who believe in Christ go immediately to heaven at the point of death.



(2)  Rom 14:8-9, “For whether we live, we live for the benefit of the Lord, or whether we die, we die for the benefit of the Lord.  Therefore whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.  You see, for this reason, Christ died and lived, in order that He might be Lord over both dead and living.”


c.  This concept is also alluded to in Rev 1:8, “and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades.”  The Lord’s victory over spiritual and physical death gives Him the power over spiritual and physical death, so that God is free to give eternal life and a resurrection body to anyone who will trust in Him.

d.  The resurrection of Christ is the victory over physical death and this victory is shared by all believers.


(1)  We must believe in Christ to share in this victory.




(a)  Jn 5:24, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.”



(b)  Jn 11:25, “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies.’”


(2)  Col 1:18, “Moreover, He is the head of the body, the Church, the One who is the origin, the first-born out from the dead, that He Himself might be the leader among all [believers]).”



(3)  1 Cor 15:54-57, “But whenever this perishable puts on incorruptibility and this mortal puts on immortality, then the statement which stands written will come about, ‘Death has been swallowed up because of victory.’  Death, where [is] your victory?  Death, where [is] your sting?  Now the sting of death [is] the sin [nature], and the power of the sin [nature] [is] the Law.  But gratitude belongs to God, who gives the victory to us through our Lord Jesus Christ.”



(4)  Rom 6:3-11, “Or are you ignorant that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus into His [spiritual] death have been baptized?  Therefore, we have been buried together with Him through baptism into His death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so also we might walk in newness of life.  For if we have become united [with Him] in the likeness of His death [and we have], certainly we shall also be [united with Him in the likeness] of His resurrection.  Be knowing this that our old self has been crucified together with [Him], in order that the body of sin may be rendered powerless, so that we should no longer be slaves to the sin nature.  For he who has died has been set free from the sin nature.  Now if we died with Christ [and we have], we believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing that because Christ has been raised from the dead, He can never die.  Death is no longer master over Him.  For the [spiritual death] which He died, He died once for all time with reference to the sin nature; but the [resurrection life] which He lives, He lives with reference to the God.  So also you yourselves consider yourselves dead on the one hand with reference to the sin nature, but on the other hand living with reference to God in association with Christ Jesus.”


e. Physical death is now a profit, gain, and advantage for the believer, Phil 1:21, “Because as far as I am concerned, to keep on living—Christ and dying—gain, profit, advantage.”


f.  Prior to the spiritual victory over spiritual death on the Cross, Satan had the power to produce spiritual death through enticing other creatures to sin.



(1)  Satan had the power to produce the nature to sin in others.



(2)  This power to produce spiritual death resulted in the physical death of human beings, for personal sin produces physical death in people.  The power that produces physical death is the spiritual death and resultant sin nature of the human being.



(3)  This power is abolished by the victory of Christ over spiritual death, and we share in that victory.


(4)  Our Lord’s resurrection is His victory over physical death and we share in that victory as well with the resurrection of the Church.


g.  However, with our Lord’s victory over spiritual and physical death, and because He has given us this victory, “You are from God, dear children, and you have overcome them [the antichrists], because greater is the One [Holy Spirit] in you than the one [Satan] in the world,” 1 Jn 4:4.


h.  Satan had the power to make sin rule in our mortal bodies in the sphere of spiritual death, Rom 5:21, “in order that just as the sin nature has ruled in the sphere of [spiritual] death, so also grace might rule by means of [imputed] righteousness because of eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

i.  But this rulership is broken by the grace of God, so that imputed righteousness now rules in our bodies, Rom 6:12-14, “Therefore, stop the sin nature ruling in your mortal body, with the result that you obey its desires (trends).  And stop causing your members to serve as instruments of wrongdoing for the benefit of the sin nature, but place yourselves at God’s disposal as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness for the benefit of God.  For the sin nature will not control you; because you are not under law but under grace.”


j.  The Lord’s final victory over death is declared in:



(1)  1 Cor 15:26, “Death, the last enemy, will be abolished.”



(2)  Rev 20:14, “Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.  This is the second death, the lake of fire.”
4.  “that is, the devil,”

a.  The writer adds this final explanatory clause to indicate exactly who he means by the previous phrase “the one who has the power that produces death.”

b.  The devil is one of the titles for Satan.  This title is found in:


(1)  The descriptions of him given in the temptation of Christ in the desert in Mt 4; Lk 4.



(2)  He is mentioned in the parables of our Lord, Mt 13:39; Lk 8:12.



(3)  He is described as the father of all unbelievers, Jn 8:44.



(4)  He is the one who enticed Judas to betray Christ, Jn 13:2.



(5)  He is the one for whom the lake of fire was created, Mt 25:41.



(6)  He oppresses people with illness, Acts 10:38.



(7)  He is full of deceit and fraud, and is the enemy of righteousness, Acts 13:10.



(8)  He schemes and snares to destroy the spiritual life of believers, Eph 6:11; 2 Tim 2:26.



(9)  He condemns believers before the supreme court of heaven when they fail, 1 Tim 3:6-7.



(10)  He is the adversary of believers, 1 Pet 5:8.


c.  He is described in Rev 12:9, “And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.”

d.  This verse is summarized by John in 1 Jn 3:8, “The one who practices sin is from the devil, because the devil has sinned from the beginning.  For this reason the Son of God was revealed, in order that He might destroy [bring to an end] the works of the devil.”
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