Heb 13:5



 is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective APHILARGUROS, which means “not loving money, not greedy 1 Tim 3:3; Heb 13:5.”
  This can also be translated “free from the love of money.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article, used as a personal pronoun (“Your”) and noun TROPOS, which means “the way in which a person behaves or lives: ways, customs, kind of life; way of life, turn of mind, conduct, character, Heb 13:5.”
  The nominative subject and predicate nominative indicate the ellipsis of the imperative mood of EIMI.  The imperative is implied by the context of previous imperatives.  The implied verb is “[must be].”

“Your character [conduct, way of life][must be] free from the love of money,”

 is the nominative of explanation second person masculine plural present passive participle from the verb ARKEW, which means “to be satisfied/content with something 1 Tim 6:8; Lk 3:14; be content with what one has Heb 13:5.”


The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected throughout one’s spiritual life.


The passive voice indicates that all Church Age believers receive the action of being content.


The participle indicates that attendant circumstances with having a character and lifestyle that is free from the love of money.

Then we have the instrumental of association from the neuter plural articular present active participle from the verb PAREIMI, which means “to be available for use: at one’s disposal, have something 2 Pet 1:9, 12; what one has, one’s possessions Heb 13:5.”
  The participle is ascriptive or substantival, and should be translated “with what you have” or “with your possessions.”

“being content with what you have;”

 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Himself.”  With this we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: He has said.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the completed action.  The culminative aspect is brought out in translation by the use of the auxiliary verb “has.”


The active voice indicates that our Lord has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the strongest method in the Greek of guaranteeing something.  “Emphatic negation is indicated by plus the aorist subjunctive or, less frequently, the future indicative.  This is the strongest way to negate something in Greek.  One might think that the negative with the subjunctive could not be as strong as the negative with the indicative.  However, while OU + the indicative denies a certainty, OU MĒ + the subjunctive denies a potentiality.  The negative is not weaker; rather, the affirmation that is being negatived is less firm with the subjunctive.  OU MĒ rules out even the idea as being a possibility.  Emphatic negation is found primarily in the reported sayings of Jesus (both in the Gospels and in the Apocalypse).  As well, a soteriological theme is frequently found in such statements, especially in John: what is negatived is the possibility of the loss of salvation.”
  The quote begins with the double negative OU MĒ, meaning “never.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”  This is followed by the first person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb ANIĒMI, which means “to abandon, desert: I will never desert you Heb 13:5.”


The aorist tense is gnomic aorist, which considers the action in its entirety as a timeless, general fact.


The active voice indicates that our Lord will produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, which indicates that there is not even the slightest potential that the Lord will produce the action of abandoning or deserting those who have believed in Him.

Then we have the coordinating use of the negative conjunction OUDE, meaning “nor” with the previous double negative.  This is followed by another double negative OU MĒ, meaning “never.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU again, meaning “you.”

Finally, we have the first person singular aorist active subjunctive from the aorist active subjunctive from the verb EGKATALEIPW, which means “to forsake, abandon, desert 2 Tim 4:10, 16; Mt 27:46; Mk 15:34; 2 Cor 4:9; Heb 13:5; 10:25.”


The aorist tense is gnomic aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a timeless, general fact.


The active voice indicates that our Lord will never produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, which indicates that there is not even the slightest potential that the Lord will produce the action of abandoning or deserting those who have believed in Him.
“for He Himself has said, ‘I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,’”

Heb 13:5 corrected translation
“Your character [conduct, way of life][must be] free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, ‘I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,’”

Explanation:
1.  “Your character [conduct, way of life][must be] free from the love of money,”

a.  The writer continues with another practical application of unconditional love in the spiritual life of the believer.  We are to have a character, a conduct, and a way of life that is free from the love of money.



(1)  This does not mean that we should not desire to have a good job and make a good wage and enjoy the fruits of our labor.



(2)  It means that money must not be our priority in life.  Avariciousness is the burning desire for money, wealth, and the power and control that a person thinks goes with it.  The man who loves money has wrong priorities.  His money is more important to him than his relationship with the Lord.  He is occupied with money rather than occupied with Christ.



(3)  Money is a gift of God to be used for the care of self and others.



(4)  Greed is a sin.  The love of money is a synonym for greed or avarice.  This is why greed or avarice disqualifies a man from serving as a pastor-teacher.



(5)  The priority for the believer is the Living word of God (occupation with Christ) and the Written word of God (love of Bible doctrine).  Money must not become a distraction to these loves in the spiritual life.



(6)  There is nothing wrong with making money, having money, spending money, or using money for the benefit of self or others.  The issue is your attitude toward money.  It must not become your ‘god’.


b.  Related Scripture:



(1)  Mt 6:24, “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and wealth.”  The Pharisees scoffed at Jesus’ teaching because they were “lovers of money”



(2)  2 Tim 3:2, “For men shall be lovers of self, lovers of money,…”



(3)  1 Tim 3:2-3, “Therefore, the guardian must be…not avaricious [a lover of money].”



(4)  Ps 62:10, “Do not trust in oppression and do not vainly hope in robbery; if riches increase, do not set your heart upon them.”

2.  “being content with what you have;”

a.  Unconditional love is content with the money and possessions that God provides.



(1)  God will faithfully provide for all our needs.  Wanting a $100,000 car is not a need; it is a want.



(2)  Greed wants things.  Needs are provided by God as a part of logistical grace.



(3)  Contentment with what you have is a sign of spiritual growth.



(4)  Contentment does not mean you do not have desires to excel, succeed, or accomplish goals in life.  These are normal non-sinful desires in life.  When the desire to excel or succeed becomes an all-encompassing motivation in life, it has replaced obedience to God as the motivation in the spiritual life and becomes sinful and evil.



(5)  Contentment is part of sharing the happiness of God.



(6)  Contentment comes with the recognition that we bring nothing into this world and take nothing out of it.  Everything is provided for us by God while we are here, just as God will provide absolutely everything for us during His millennial reign and during the eternal state.



(7)  Contentment is that relaxed mental attitude that never worries about anything.



(8)  Contentment is absolute confidence in the grace provision of God.



(9)  Contentment is knowing that “my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus,” Phil 4:19.



(10)  Contentment is a personal sense of destiny, waiting with eager anticipation for the next grace blessing from the justice of God.



(11)  Contentment is the function of unconditional love toward those who wrong us in injustice.



(12)  Contentment is not seeking promotion, praise, recognition, or approbation from others.



(13)  Contentment is remembering that the glory of this world is passing away.



(14)  The self-sufficiency of contentment comes from the filling of the Holy Spirit and maximum Bible doctrine in the soul, so that we have the spiritual ability to handle every problem in life, and the power of prayer to ask for God’s help in time of crisis.



(15)  With doctrine in our soul we have all the spiritual wealth we could ever want.  God will provide everything else as a part of logistical grace support.  It should take us only a moment to learn it, but a lifetime to apply it.



(16)  Be content in the situation in which you find yourself and “the spiritual prosperity produced by God, which surpasses all thinking will protect your hearts; that is, your thoughts in Christ Jesus.”


b.  Related Scripture:


(1)  Lk 3:14, “Some soldiers were questioning him, saying, ‘And what about us, what shall we do?’ And he said to them, ‘Do not take money from anyone by force, or accuse anyone falsely, and be content with your wages.’”



(2)  1 Tim 6:6-8, “But respect for God [the spiritual life] keeps on being a great means of prosperity associated with contentment.  For we bring nothing into this world, so that we are neither able to carry anything out.  Now having food and clothing, we shall be content with these things.”



(3)  Phil 4:11, “Not because I am speaking with reference to poverty, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.”

3.  “for He Himself has said, ‘I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,’”

a.  The writer continues by proving his point with a quote from Dt 31:6, 8; Josh 1:5, where the same statement is made all three times.


b.  Related Scripture:



(1)  2 Cor 4:9, “being persecuted, but not forsaken; being physically hurt, but not destroyed.”



(2)  Dt 31:6, 8, “Be strong and courageous, do not be afraid or tremble at them, for the Lord your God is the one who goes with you. He will not fail you or forsake you.”  Verse 8, “The Lord is the one who goes ahead of you; He will be with you.  He will not fail you or forsake you.  Do not fear or be dismayed.”



(3)  Josh 1:5, “No man will be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you.”



(4)  Ezra 9:9a, “For we are slaves; yet in our bondage our God has not forsaken us, but has extended unfailing love to us.”



(5)  Ps 94:14, “For the Lord will not abandon His people, nor will He forsake His inheritance.”


c.  We must be free from the love of money because the Lord will absolutely never desert or forsake us financially.  David expressed this same thought in Ps 37:25, “I have been young and now I am old; yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken or his descendants begging bread.”


d.  We must be totally content with the money and possessions God provides, knowing that He will never desert us or forsake us.


e.  The Lord will absolutely not forsake or desert the believer in any area of life.  This includes:



(1)  Our eternal salvation.



(2)  Our daily logistical grace support.



(3)  Our daily spiritual needs.


f.  God provides for the body, soul, and spirit of the believer.  We absolutely cannot be neglected by God in any area of life.


g.  Just as this promise applied to the soldiers going into battle as they entered the promised Land to overthrow the Canaanites, so this promise applies to both the material life of the believer as well as the spiritual life of the believer.  We absolutely cannot even possibly lose our salvation.  There is not even the slightest potential of losing it.


h.  Our way or life or conduct must be free from the love of money, so that we can have the contentment, which comes from our absolute confidence in our Lord’s love for us.
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