Heb 13:20



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “the God.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun EIRĒNĒ, meaning “of peace, harmony, and prosperity.”  This is a reference to God the Father.

“Now the God of peace,”

 is the appositional nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the articular verb ANAGW, which means “to bring up.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the One who.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The participle is circumstantial and translated “who brought up.”

This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the masculine plural adjective NEKROS, used as a substantive, and meaning “from the dead.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun POIMĒN, meaning “the Shepherd.”  This is followed by the genitive of relationship from the neuter plural article and noun PROBATON, which means “of the sheep” and refers to all of us.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and adjective MEGAS, which modifies the accusative masculine singular noun POIMĒN and means “the great.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the instrumental of cause from the neuter singular noun HAIMA, meaning “because of the blood.”  With this we have the possessive genitive feminine singular noun DIATHĒKĒ and the adjective AIWNIOS, meaning “of the eternal decree or covenant.”  “God’s decree or covenant directed toward the Christians is a new covenant or decree: Lk 22:20; 1 Cor 11:25; 2 Cor 3:6; Heb 8:8; 9:15a; 12:24; 13:20.”
  The preposition EN plus the instrumental of means is certainly not correct here.  This would give the idea that God brought Christ up from the dead by means of our Lord’s sacrificial death, which is taught nowhere in the New Testament and makes no sense.  Zech 9:11 (LXX) gives a causal meaning to the preposition, “As for you also, because of the blood of My covenant with you, I have set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.”

“who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep because of the blood of the eternal covenant,”

 is the appositional accusative masculine singular from the article and noun KURIOS plus the proper noun IĒSOUS with the first person plural possessive genitive personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our Lord Jesus.”  Notice there is no conjunction KAI here, in any ancient manuscript.  Therefore, the word “even” has been added by some translators for no reason.
“our Lord Jesus,”

Heb 13:20 corrected translation
“Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep, our Lord Jesus, because of the blood of the eternal covenant,”
Explanation:
1.  “Now the God of peace,”

a.  The writer transitions to his final thoughts and close of his letter.


b.  The title “The God of Peace” refers to God the Father.


c.  This title is also found in:



(1)  Rom 15:33, “Now the God of peace [prosperity, harmony] be with all of you.  Amen.”



(2)  Rom 16:20, “In fact, the God [Jesus Christ] who produces reconciliation [harmony, and prosperity; that is, the God of Peace] will crush Satan under your feet in a short time.  The grace belonging to our Lord Jesus [is] with all of you.”



(3)  Phil 4:9, “Both the things which you have learned and have accepted and have heard and have come to know because of me, practice these things; and the God of peace shall be with all of you.”  This can also be a genitive of product, meaning “the God who produces peace/prosperity/harmony.”  See the notes at Phil 4:9.



(4)  1 Thes 5:23, “Now may the God of peace Himself [the Lord Jesus Christ] set you apart to God as perfect; that is, may your spirit and soul and body be preserved undamaged, blameless in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ.”


d.  This title is used for both God the Father and God the Son, and certainly the function of God the Holy Spirit, who performs the actual function of applying reconciliation to us at salvation by sanctifying us; that is, by setting us apart as holy unto God the Father.


e.  Therefore, this title is a title for all three members of the Trinity.  Because of the next qualifying phrase, we know that this title applies here to both God the Father and God the Holy Spirit who each had a part in the resurrection of Christ from the dead.

2.  “who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep, our Lord Jesus,”

a.  This qualifying phrase refers to the resurrection of Christ.


b.  The title “the Great Shepherd of the Sheep” refers to our Lord Jesus Christ as indicated by the appositional accusative “our Lord Jesus,” which follows it.  This title is also found in:



(1)  Gen 48:15, “He blessed Joseph, and said, ‘The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God who has been my shepherd all my life to this day,”



(2)  Gen 49:24, “But his bow remained firm, and his arms were agile, from the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob (From there is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel),”



(3)  Ps 23:1, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.”



(4)  Ps 28:9, “Save Your people and bless Your inheritance; be their shepherd also, and carry them forever.”



(5)  Ps 80:1, “Oh, give ear, Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph like a flock; You who are enthroned above the cherubim, shine forth!”



(6)  Eccl 12:11, “The words of wise men are like goads, and masters of these collections are like well-driven nails; they are given by one Shepherd.”



(7)  Isa 40:11, “Like a shepherd He will tend His flock, in His arm He will gather the lambs and carry them in His bosom; He will gently lead the nursing ewes.”



(8)  Ezek 34:12, “As a shepherd cares for his herd in the day when he is among his scattered sheep, so I will care for My sheep and will deliver them from all the places to which they were scattered on a cloudy and gloomy day.”



(9)  Micah 5:4, “And He will arise and shepherd His flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord His God.  And they will remain, because at that time He will be great to the ends of the earth.”



(10)  Mt 26:31, “Then Jesus said to them, ‘You will all fall away because of Me this night, for it is written, “I will strike down the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered.”’”  Mk 14:27 is the parallel passage.



(11)  Jn 10:11, “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.”



(12)  Jn 10:14, “I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me.”



(13)  1 Pet 2:25, “For all of you were continually going astray like sheep, but now you have turned toward the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.”



(14)  1 Pet 5:4, “And when the Chief-shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.”



(15)  Rev 7:17, “for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will guide them to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their eyes.”


c.  The title “our Lord Jesus” emphasizes both the deity and humanity of our Lord as the God-man, since “Lord” is the title of His deity and “Jesus” is the title of His humanity.


d.  Being brought up from the dead is a clear reference to resurrection as in:



(1)  Rom 1:4, “who was declared ‘The Son of God’ powerfully in relation to the Spirit of Holiness by means of resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,”



(2)  Rom 4:24, “but also because of us, to whom it was destined to be credited, because we have believed on Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead,”



(4)  Rom 6:4, “Therefore, we have been buried together with Him through baptism into His death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so also we might walk in newness of life.”



(5)  Rom 6:9, “knowing that because Christ has been raised from the dead, He can never die.  Death is no longer master over Him.”



(6)  Rom 7:4, “Therefore, my brethren, you also were put to death with reference to the Law by the body of Christ, with the result that you belong to another, to the One who has been raised up from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to the benefit of God.”



(7)  Rom 8:11, “Now if the Spirit from Him [God the Father] who raised Jesus from the dead indwells you and He does, He [God the Father] who raised Christ from the dead will also make alive your mortal bodies by the agency of His Spirit who resides in you.”



(8)  Rom 10:7, “Or, ‘Who shall descend into the Abyss [Hades]?’  This means that Christ must rise up from the dead.”



(9)  Rom 10:9, “If you will acknowledge with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and if you will believe in your right lobe that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”



(10)  1 Cor 6:14, “Now God not only raised the Lord, but also will raise us from the dead through His power.”



(11)  1 Cor 15:12-17, “Now if Christ is proclaimed that He has been raised from the dead [and He is], how dare some among you say that there is no resurrection from the dead?  And if there is no resurrection from the dead, neither has Christ been raised.  And if Christ has not been raised, then as a result our proclamation [is] without any basis of truth, and your faith [is] in vain [without result, for no purpose].  Furthermore, we are found also to be false-witnesses toward God, because we have testified against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if indeed on the other hand the dead are not being raised.  Therefore, if the dead are not raised, neither has Christ been raised.  And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is useless, you are still in the sphere of your sins.”



(12)  1 Cor 15:20, “But now Christ has been raised out from the dead, the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep.”



(13)  Gal 1:1, “Paul, the apostle, (not from the source of men, nor through the agency of mankind, but through the agency of Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised Him out from the dead)”



(14)  Eph 1:20, “which [mighty ruling power] He made operational in Christ, when He [God the Father] raised Him [Jesus Christ] from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in heaven”



(15)  Col 1:18, “Moreover, He is the head of the body, the Church, the One who is the origin, the first-born out from the dead, that He Himself might be the leader among all [believers]).”



(16)  Col 2:12, “having been buried together with Him by means of the baptism [of the Holy Spirit], by means of which baptism also you all are raised together because of your faith in the operational power of God who raised Him out from the dead.”



(17)  1 Thes 1:10, “and to wait for His Son from the heavens, whom He raised up out from the dead, Jesus, the one who delivers us from the coming wrath.”



(18)  2 Tim 2:8, “Remember Jesus Christ, resurrected out from the dead, from the seed of David, according to my gospel,”



(19)  1 Pet 1:3, “Worthy of praise is God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who because of His great mercy [compassion] caused us to be born again to a living confidence through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,”



(20)  1 Pet 1:21, “the ones who through Him are believers in God who raised Him out from the dead and has given Him glory, so that your faith and absolute confidence might be in God.”

3.  “because of the blood of the eternal covenant,”

a.  The writer continues by stating the reason why Jesus Christ was raised from the dead.  He was raised because of the blood of the eternal covenant.



(1)  The eternal covenant is God’s promise or decree that any one who believes in Christ will have eternal life.



(2)  In order to have eternal life, Jesus Christ had to be raised from the dead.  Likewise, in order to have eternal life, those believers who have died must be raised from the dead.  (The exception is the last generation of the Church Age, which receives its resurrection body apart from resurrection from the dead.)



(3)  The blood represents the work of Christ on the Cross, being judged for the sins of the world.



(4)  The spiritual death of Christ on the Cross ratified and sealed God’s eternal decree that any one who believed in Christ would be saved.



(5)  The spiritual death sacrifice of the person of Christ, which is represented by the blood of the animal sacrifice, is the official divine act declaring God’s promise to save all believers.



(6)  The resurrection of Christ from the dead was the proof that God the Father would honor His promise, decree, and covenant.



(7)  God had made a promise that He would save and resurrect anyone who believed in Christ.  He proved that He meant this by raising Christ from the dead.  Because the eternal sacrifice of Christ on the Cross was fulfilled, God raised Christ from the dead, proving that He would honor His promise to do the same thing for anyone who believed in Christ.


b.  The theology of this statement is summarized in Col 1:18-20, “Moreover, He is the head of the body, the Church, the One who is the origin, the first-born out from the dead, that He Himself might be the leader among all [believers]), because He [God the Father] was pleased that all the fullness [of deity] reside in Him and through Him [Jesus Christ], to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood [Christ’s spiritual death] of His Cross, through Him whether the things on the earth [mankind] or the things in the heavens [angels].”


c.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Mt 26:28, “for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins.”



(2)  Mk 14:24, “And He said to them, ‘This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.’”



(3)  Lk 22:20, “And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, ‘This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.’”



(4)  1 Cor 11:25, “In the same way He also took the cup after their eating, saying, ‘This cup represents the new covenant by means of My blood.  Do this, as often as you drink, for a reminder of Me.’”



(5)  Heb 10:29, “How much severer punishment, do you think, he will deserve, who has trampled under foot [treated with distain] the Son of God and regards the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified as ordinary, and especially having insulted the Spirit of grace?”



(6)  Heb 9:15, “Furthermore, for this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, in order that those who have been called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance, since a death has taken place for the purpose of the redemption of the transgressions during the first covenant.”



(7)  Heb 12:22, 24, “But you have come to…the mediator of the new covenant, Jesus, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks more effectively than Abel.”

� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 228). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
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