Heb 13:16




 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “And,” followed by the genitive direct object from the feminine singular article and noun EUPOIIA, which means “rendering of service, with implication of being generally recognized as laudable, well-doing Heb 13:16.”
  “Well-doing” is not an expression we use in English today, but we use the equivalent expression “doing good.”  With this we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the genitive feminine singular from the noun KOINWNIA, which means “an attitude of good will that manifests generosity or sharing 2 Cor 9:13; Heb 13:16.”
  Then we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” with the second person plural present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb EPILANTHANOMAI, which means “to be inattentive to, neglect, overlook, care nothing about with the genitive object Heb 6:10; 13:2, 16; Lk 12:6.”


The present tense is a customary/progressive present for an action that is reasonably expected to continue throughout our spiritual life.


The deponent middle/passive is active in meaning, all members of the royal priesthood producing the action.


The imperative mood with the negative is an imperative of prohibition, which is translated “do not neglect” or “do not care nothing about.”

“And do not neglect doing good and generosity,”

 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for,” indicating the reason why we are not to neglect doing good and being generous toward others.  With this we have the instrumental of means (or instrumental of cause—the difference between the two is virtually meaningless in this statement; to say God is pleased by means of such sacrifices or God is pleased because of such sacrifices is to say the same thing) from the qualitative demonstrative pronoun TOIOUTOS, used as an adjective, and meaning “by means of or with such.”  With this adjective we have the feminine plural noun THUSIA, meaning “sacrifices.”  Then we have the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb EUARESTEW, which means “to be pleased, take delight; the passive is mostly used in this sense to be satisfied with something: with such sacrifices Heb 13:16.”


The present tense is a static or gnomic present for a state or condition that perpetually exists and/or is always true.


The passive voice indicates that God the Father receives the action of being satisfied with or pleased by such sacrifices.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to God the Father.

“for with such sacrifices God is pleased.”

Heb 13:16 corrected translation
“And do not neglect doing good and generosity, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.”

Explanation:
1.  “And do not neglect doing good and generosity,”

a.  In contrast to the animal sacrifices of the previous dispensation, the author continues with a description of the second Christian sacrificial offering.  In addition to continually offering up the sacrifice of praise to God, we are expected and commanded to not neglect doing good or neglect generosity to others.  Therefore, the author describes two sacrifices or offerings of the royal priesthood—praise to God and doing good to others through generosity.



(1)  Doing good refers to the production of divine good or doing what is right in the judgment or opinion of God.



(2)  Doing good is doing what God wants and what God expects.



(3)  Doing good is living the spiritual life God has provided for us.



(4)  Doing good involves learning the word of God and then applying what we have learned to the situations of our life.



(5)  Doing good is closely related to unconditional love, graciousness, kindness, and generosity toward others.



(6)  Doing good is the principle; unconditional love, graciousness, kindness, and generosity are the expressions or applications of that principle.



(7)  Doing good and generosity are two sides of the same coin.



(8)  The unbeliever has a difficult time doing good, Rom 3:12, “All [unbelievers] have turned aside [into unrighteousness].  At the same time they have become depraved.  There is not one who does what is right.  There is not as much as a single person.”


b.  The concept of doing good is also taught in:



(1)  Rom 13:3, “For example, those in authority are not a cause of fear because of good function, but because of evil function.  Really, do you desire not to fear the authority?  Keep on doing good, and you will have recognition from it [the authority].”



(2)  Gal 6:9-10, “But let us not become tired of doing good; for at the right time we will reap, if we do not become discouraged.  So then, while we have time, let us do good with reference to all men, but especially with reference to the household of faith.”



(3)  1 Tim 6:17-18, “Regarding the rich in this present age, keep commanding [them] not to be arrogant, nor to have confidence based upon the uncertainty of riches, but on the basis of God, Who abundantly provides for us all things for the purpose of our enjoyment, to keep on doing good, to be rich in honorable deeds, to be generous, liberal.”



(4)  Eph 4:28-29, “The one who steals must no longer steal, but rather begin working hard, doing what is right with your hands, in order that he may have [money] to share with him who has a need.  Stop every rotten remark from going out of your mouth, but whatever is good for the purpose of the building up of what is needed, in order that it may give grace-benefit to the hearers.”



(5)  Jam 3:17, “But the wisdom from above is in the first place pure, then promotes harmony, is agreeable and reasonable to what is right, is willing to listen, filled with mercy and good results, impartial, genuine [without hypocrisy].”



(6)  1 Pet 3:17, “For [it is] better to suffer (if the will of God should desire) for doing what is right rather than for doing what is wrong.”



(7)  1 Jn 2:29, “If you recognize that He [Jesus Christ in His humanity] is righteous, you should realize that even every one who does what is right [lives the spiritual life] has been born from Him.”



(8)  3 Jn 1:6, “those who testified about your unconditional love before the church, with reference to whom you will continue to do what is right, when you help them on their journey [with food, shelter, money] in a manner worthy of God.”



(9)  3 Jn 1:11, “Dear friend, stop following what is evil but follow what is good.  The one who keeps on doing what is right is from the source of God [in the sense of representing Him].  The one who keeps on doing what is wrong [evil] does not understand God.”



(10)  Jam 4:17, “Therefore, to him who knows how to do good [what is pleasing to God] and does not do it, to him it is a sin.”


c.  The concept of generosity is also taught in:



(1)  Rom 12:13, “with reference to the needs of the saints, be sharing; make an intense effort to show hospitality.”



(2)  2 Cor 8:1-2, “Now we make known to you, brethren, the grace of God which has been given among the churches of Macedonia, that in a great test of persecution their abundance of happiness in spite of their extreme poverty overflowed resulting in their wealth of generosity.”



(3)  2 Cor 9:10-13, “Moreover He who fully provides seed to the sower and bread to eat will keep on providing and keep on multiplying your seed and will keep on increasing the production of your righteousness, being made rich in all things resulting in all generosity, which is such a generosity by its very nature that it brings about through us gratitude to God.  Because the aid from this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints, but also overflowing because of the gratitude to God.  Because of the approved character of this service they are praising God because of the commitment of your public allegiance to the gospel of Christ and the generosity of your contribution to them and to all,”



(4)  Col 3:12, “Therefore, as the elected ones of God, sanctified and beloved ones, put on the affections of compassion [mercy, pity], kindness [goodness, generosity], humility, gentleness [courtesy, considerateness], patience [steadfastness, endurance, forbearance],”



(5)  Rom 12:8, “if comforting and encouraging, [then comfort and encourage] in the gift of comforting and encouraging; he who shares, with genuine generosity; he who manages administration, with diligence; he who performs acts of mercy, with graciousness.”



(6)  Phil 4:14-19, “In any case, you functioned honorably, when you shared [by giving] and became partners in my adversity.  Moreover you yourselves also know, Philippians, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, not one church contributed to me in the matter of giving and receiving except only you; because even in Thessalonica you sent [an offering] more than once for my needs.  Not because I seek after the gift, but I seek after the production, which causes increase with reference to your doctrine.  Moreover, I have received everything and I have more than enough.  I have been filled, having just received from Epaphroditus what [was collected] by you, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to the God.  Now my God shall fill up your every need according to His wealth in glory in Christ Jesus.”

2.  “for with such sacrifices God is pleased.”

a.  The writer now gives us an explanation of why we are not to neglect doing good or doing what is right and being generous toward others—God is pleased with these sacrifices on our part.  Col 1:10, “that you may walk worthy of the Lord for the purpose of pleasing [Him] in all things, bearing fruit in the sphere of every good production, and growing by means of the epignosis knowledge of God,”


b.  Being generous to others in giving is a sacrifice on our part.  It pleases God, when it is done with the proper mental attitude of graciousness and unconditional love.


c.  Giving to others in grace and unconditional love is modeling what God Himself has done for us.  It is a great testimony against Satan in the angelic conflict.


d.  Doing what is right is often a great sacrifice in life; for we often have to deny ourselves something that would normally be ours in order to do what is right or do what is good for someone else.  Rom 15:1-2, “Now we the strong are obligated to keep bearing the weaknesses of the weak and not to accommodate ourselves.  Each one of us [mature believers] must accommodate his neighbor because of the good [the plan of God] for the purpose of edification.”  1 Cor 10:33, “just as I also strive to please everyone in all respects, not seeking my own benefit, but the benefit of the many, in order that they may be saved.”  Again this is a great sacrifice that demonstrates the attributes of grace and unconditional love which God Himself has.


e.  God is pleased when we demonstrate His characteristics of grace, love, generosity, kindness, thoughtfulness, etc.  All these things testify against Satan in his appeal trial and prove that if we can have them through our relationship with God, then certainly God has them as His innate attributes.


f.  We never lose anything by doing what is right or doing good to others.


g.  We never lose anything by being generous to others.  Heb 13:5, “Your character [conduct, way of life][must be] free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, ‘I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you.’”


h.  We never lose anything by executing the will of God, because when God is pleased with us, His righteousness demands that we be blessed by Him.  And God’s blessing to us always exceeds our sacrifices on behalf of others.  The example is the blessing of our Lord Jesus Christ as a result of His sacrifice for us.


i.  When we do what is right or good or are generous without the proper mental attitude of unconditional love we accomplish nothing, 1 Cor 13:3, “And if I give away all my possessions to feed those in need of help, and if I deliver over my body in order that I might boast, but I do not have unconditional love, I accomplish nothing.”


j.  God has given us the power to do what is right, good, and generous, Phil 2:13, “for the One who works in you both to will and to work for the sake of His will and good pleasure is God [the Holy Spirit].”
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