Heb 12:9
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 is the adverb EITA, which is “a transition word to mark an addition to something just stated, meaning: Furthermore, then, next, introducing a new argument in a demonstration Heb 12:9.”
  Then we have the double accusative of the person and thing (the person being ‘our earthly fathers’ and the thing being their ‘discipline’) from the masculine plural article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the fathers.”  This noun is modified by the attributive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun SARX with the first person plural possessive genitive from the personal pronoun EGW, meaning “of our flesh.”  The word SARX can also mean “human/ancestral connection, human/mortal nature, earthly descent Rom 4:1; 9:3; Heb 12:9.”
   As an adjectival phrase modifying the noun PATĒR, it can, therefore, be translated “of our earthly fathers.”  With this we have the Attic Greek MEN…DE construction, meaning “on the one hand…on the other hand.”  Then we have the first person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “we had.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect for what occurred in the past.


The active voice indicates that all believers produced the action of having the discipline of their earthly fathers.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the other half of the double accusative—the accusative of the thing and accusative direct object from the masculine plural from the noun PAIDEUTES, meaning “the discipline.”
“Furthermore, on the one hand we had the discipline of our earthly fathers,”
 is the additive function of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the first person plural imperfect passive indicative from the verb ENTREPW, which means “to show deference to a person in recognition of special status: to have regard for, respect, the passive voice being used in a middle sense Mt 21:37; Mk 12:6; Lk 20:13; with the object AUTOS (= [them]) to be supplied from the context Heb 12:9.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes the action as continuing in the past.


The passive voice is used as a middle voice, indicating the personal responsibility of each of us in producing the action of respecting our fathers.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.
“and we respected [them];”
 is the other half of the MEN…DE construction with the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “on the other hand.”  Then we have the negative OU, meaning “not,” followed by the adverbs of degree POLUS and MALLON, meaning “much more, to a much greater degree Heb 12:9, 25.”
  This is followed by the first person plural future passive indicative from the verb HUPOTASSW, which means “to obey; be subject to.”

The future tense is a deliberative future, which is used in real or rhetorical questions to indicate what should happen.


The passive voice indicates that all Church Age believers receive the action of being subject to or obeying God.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.  The factual answer is ‘Yes, we can’.

Then we have the dative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR with the descriptive genitive from the neuter plural article and noun PNEUMA, meaning “the Father of spirits.”
“on the other hand shall we not obey to a much greater degree the Father of spirits,”
 is the continuative or additive function of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the first person plural future active indicative from the verb ZAW, which means “to live.”

The future tense is a deliberative future, which is used in real or rhetorical questions to indicate what should happen.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action of living the spiritual life by obeying God.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.  The factual answer is ‘Yes, we can’.
“and live?”
Heb 12:9 corrected translation
“Furthermore, on the one hand we had the discipline of our earthly fathers, and we respected [them]; on the other hand shall we not obey to a much greater degree the Father of spirits, and live?”
Explanation:
1.  “Furthermore, on the one hand we had the discipline of our earthly fathers,”

a.  The writer continues with an additional thought or fact regarding the subject of divine discipline.

b.  All of us have received parental discipline from both parents.  The father of the home is emphasized here because of the analogy to God the Father.

c.  Parents have the authority and responsibility to discipline their children, and are expected by God to do so.


d.  God delegates this authority and responsibility to parents, so that they might understand that God has the same authority and responsibility to discipline us as adults.


e.  It is important to remember that the word for discipline in the Greek includes the idea of instruction and training.


f.  Parents are responsible for training and instructing their children in every thing in life, both temporal things and spiritual things.  Training is a part of discipline, just as discipline is a part of training.  A person learns that concept quickly in basic training in the military.

g.  The discipline, training, and instruction of children continues daily for the entire childhood of children, just as the discipline, training, and instruction of adults by God continues daily for our entire adult life.
2.  “and we respected [them];”

a.  Parents who take the responsibility to use their God-given authority to properly train, instruct, and discipline their children will be respected by their children.

b.  Respect for Christian parents is especially true for Christian children because of the injunctions in:



(1)  Eph 6:1, “Children, obey your parents because of the Lord; for this is right.”


(2)  Col 3:20, “You children, obey your parents in all things, for this keeps on being pleasing in the Lord.”

c.  Children do not always respect their parents while they are being trained, instructed, and disciplined.



(1)  If the child has genuine humility, they will eventually respect the discipline of their parents.



(2)  If the child is dominated by arrogance, they will never respect the discipline of their parents.


d.  All of us are born with and live with total arrogance from the total depravity of our sin nature.


e.  This total arrogance has to be transformed by parental discipline into enforced humility.


f.  Enforced humility through parental discipline can then be further transformed into the genuine humility of an adult.


g.  Some children will never have genuine humility or respect for their parents regardless of how much enforced humility they receive.  They remain stubborn in their arrogance and are incorrigible or incurable.


h.  Children who respect the authority and discipline of their parents make it out of childhood with genuine humility, teachability, and respect for not only the authority of their parents but other authorities as well.


i.  Notice that it is far more important for the parents to be respected by their children than be loved by their children.  The real love of children for their parents usually does not happen until after they have left home and discovered how wise their parents really were.  This almost never happens to children between the ages of 13-19.


j.  The respect that most children have for their parents really comes, when the parent’s children have their own children.

3.  “on the other hand shall we not obey to a much greater degree the Father of spirits,”

a.  The author now makes his main point, using an a fortiori conclusion.  If X is true, then how much greater is Y true.  If we were required to respect our parents and their training, instruction, and discipline, how much more so are we expected to respect the authority, training, instruction, and discipline of God?  The answer is: “very much more.”

b.  Jam 4:7, “Therefore, submit yourselves to God, but stand your ground against the devil, and then he will flee from you.”  This is the direct command in Scripture to obey the authority of God.

c.  Obedience to God was the central issue in the spiritual life of our Lord, just as it is the central issue in our spiritual life.  Obedience to God is mentioned in:


(1)  Gal 5:7, “You had been running well.  Who hindered you, so that you are not obeying the truth?”


(2)  Phil 2:12, “Therefore, my dear friends, just as you have always obeyed, not while in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, keep on accomplishing your own preservation with respect and trembling;”


(3)  1 Jn 2:4, “The one who maintains, ‘I have come to know Him’ and does not obey His commands, is a liar and the Truth is not in him;”


(4)  1 Jn 3:22, “and whatever we ask, we receive from Him, because we persist in obeying His commands and we keep on doing what is pleasing in His judgment.”


(5)  1 Jn 3:24, “In fact, the one who obeys His [Jesus Christ] orders continues residing in Him [His spiritual life], and He in him.  Furthermore, by this we know that He [Jesus Christ] resides in us, from the Spirit which He has given to us.”


(6)  Rom 6:16, “Do you not know that the one to whom you present yourselves as slaves for the purpose of obedience, you are slaves to the one to whom you habitually render obedience, either of the sin nature resulting in [the sin unto] death or of obedience resulting in [spiritual capacity] righteousness.”


(7)  2 Cor 10:4-5, “For the weapons of our warfare [are] not material but powerful because of God for the purpose of the destruction of fortresses, destroying human viewpoint thoughts and reasonings, and every conceit [pride or arrogance] being in opposition against the knowledge of God, in fact making captive every thought resulting in obedience to Christ.”


(8)  Heb 5:8-9, “although being the Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered, and having been brought to completion, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation.”


(9)  1 Pet 1:14-16, “As children of obedience, stop being guided by the former lusts in your ignorance, but because of the Holy One who called you, you yourselves also become purified ones in all conduct, because it stands written, ‘Be holy ones, because I am holy.’”


(10)  1 Jn 2:3, “And by this [obedience to God’s commands] we know that we have come to know Him, if we continue to keep His commands.”

d.  People who do not respect parental authority rarely respect divine authority.


e.  The title “Father of spirits” is very similar to the statement in Num 16:22, “O God, God of the spirits of all flesh.”


(1)  This title refers to the fact that God is the “father” of our immaterial essence or ‘spirit’, while our human father is the “father” of our material body.



(2)  This title emphasizes God as the creator of the human soul for all mankind and for believers as the creator of both the human soul and human spirit.


(3)  Zech 12:1, “The burden of the word of the Lord concerning Israel. Thus declares the Lord who stretches out the heavens, lays the foundation of the earth, and forms the spirit of man within him.”


(4)  Eccl 12:7, “then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to God who gave it.”

e.  The fatherhood of God over all mankind can be seen in Paul’s dissertation to the unbeliever philosophers of Athens in Acts 17:24-29, “The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things; and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation, that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; for in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we also are His children.’  Being then the children of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and thought of man.”
4.  “and live?”

a.  This statement refers to two things:


(1)  Our continued physical life on earth as witnesses for God against Satan, and



(2)  Our continued spiritual life, which is the real life of the person who respects and obeys God.


b.  For those who do not respect and obey God there is the state of sinfulness resulting in physical death, mentioned in 1 Jn 5:16-17, “If anyone has seen his fellow-believer committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask and He [God the Father] will give life to him; that is, to those who have not committed a sin leading to death.  There is a state of sin leading to [physical] death.  I do not recommend concerning that, that he should ask.  All wrongdoing [disregard for respect and obedience to God] is sin, and yet there is a state of sinfulness not leading to death.”

c.  The believer who lives their life in a state of perpetual carnality dies a premature physical death as divine discipline from the justice of God.


d.  The believer who respects and obeys God lives the spiritual life to its full completion, which may be a very short or long life, but it is a spiritual life that has been brought to completion.


e.  There are two implications from this rhetorical question.



(1)  If we do not obey to a much greater degree than our human father the Father who gives us our human spirit, then we shall not live, but die from the state of sinfulness resulting in death.


(2)  If we do obey to a much greater degree the Father of spirits, then we shall have life, and have it more abundantly.  Jn 10:10b, “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”  Eph 3:20-21a, “Now to Him who is able to do infinitely more than all that we ask or imagine on the basis of the power which works for us, to Him [be] the glory.”
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