Heb 11:38



 is the adverbial genitive of reference from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “about whom or concerning whom.”  Then we have the negative OUK, meaning “not,” followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “it was.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes what was actually the state or condition at some point in the past.


The active voice indicates that the subject, the world, produced the action of not being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective AXIOS, meaning “worthy.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “the world” and referring to the world of mankind or the people of this world.  This statement is parenthetical, since it breaks into the train of thought describing the conditions under which certain positive believers have been abused and maltreated during their lives.

“(concerning whom the world was not worthy),”
 is the preposition EPI plus the locative of place from the feminine plural noun ERĒMIA, which means “an uninhabited or lonely region, normally with sparse vegetation: desert Mt 15:33; Mk 8:4; Heb 11:38; 2 Cor 11:26.”
  With this we have the nominative of explanation masculine plural present passive participle from the verb PLANAW, which means “wander about aimlessly Heb 11:38; of sheep who have become lost Mt 18:12-13.”


The present tense is a descriptive and historical present, describing what took place in the past as though it were occurring right now.


The passive voice is used in an active sense, prophets (such as Elijah) and mature believers (such as Abraham) producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial, explaining another circumstance or condition of the lives of certain great believers in the past.

Then we have the connective conjunctions KAI…KAI…KAI, meaning “and,” which connect a series of nouns in the locative case, which are all governed by the previous preposition EPI.  First, we have the neuter plural noun OROS, meaning “hills, mountains, hilly or mountainous country.”
  Second, we have the neuter plural noun SPĒLAION, meaning “den, cave, a robbers’ hideout Mt 21:13; Mk 11:17; Lk 19:46; Heb 11:38; Rev 6:15.”
  Third, we have feminine plural article and noun OPĒ, “opening or holes” with the genitive of place from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “in the ground.”
“wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground.”
Heb 11:38 corrected translation
“(concerning whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground.”
Explanation:
1.  “(concerning whom the world was not worthy),”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence reads: “They were stoned; they were sawn in two; they died by means of murder with a sword; they wandered about in sheepskins, in goatskins, going without, being afflicted, being maltreated, (concerning whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground.”

b.  The principle is simply stated—those with positive volition to and love of the word of God are a gift to this world, of which the world is not worthy.

c.  Just as the world of mankind did not and does not appreciate the gift of our Lord Jesus Christ and His eternal salvation, so the world of mankind does not and will never appreciate those believers who are positive to doctrine.


d.  Mature believers bring blessing to others by association.  Those with negative volition to the word of God never appreciate this blessing, nor are they truly grateful for it.


e.  Positive, growing, and mature believers are never appreciated by others and will not be until the millennial reign of Christ.


f.  The world of mankind is under demon influence—complete demon influence.  Positive volition to God, God’s word, God’s message, or anything to do with God is never going to be appreciated as long as Satan is the ruler of this world.


g.  The world of unbelievers has never been worthy of those who bring the message of eternal salvation, of those who believe in Christ and provide blessing by association.


h.  Negative volition is never worthy of the message or help or care or concern of those with positive volition, because the arrogance of negative volition could care less about the unconditional love of positive volition.


i.  The world is not worthy because the world is arrogant and antagonistic.  This is why we are strongly commanded in 1 Jn 2:15, “Stop loving the world [cosmic system] or the things in the world [cosmic system.]  If anyone keeps loving the world [cosmic system], the love for the Father is not in him.”
2.  “wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground.”

a.  The writer now returns to his main thought line: “they wandered about in sheepskins, in goatskins, going without, being afflicted, being maltreated, wandering in deserts and mountains and [living in] caves and holes in the ground.”

b.  John the Baptist is a primary example of a prophet who lived in the desert and preached in the desert.  Elijah also spent much time in the desert.  Even our Lord taught the people in deserted places far from the cities, Mk 8:4.  Moses spent most of his adult life in the desert.

c.  David, when he had to flee from Saul, lived in the mountains, 1 Sam 23:14; 24:2.  Elijah and Elisha apparently lived in such areas, 1 Kg 19:4

d.  The example of positive believers having to live in caves is mentioned in:



(1)  Judg 15:8 in the case of Samson.



(2)  David, 1 Sam 22:1.


(3)  The prophets of Israel in 1 Kg 18:4 (compare verse 13), “for when Jezebel destroyed the prophets of the Lord, Obadiah took a hundred prophets and hid them by fifties in a cave, and provided them with bread and water.”


(4)  Elijah in 1 Kg 19:9, “Then he came there to a cave and lodged there; and behold, the word of the Lord came to him, and He said to him, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’”

e.  This same principle will be seen in the Tribulation, when those who are positive to the word of God are told to flee to the mountains and will live in caves, hiding themselves from the unbelievers of this world, who seek their lives.

f.  The rejection of those with positive volition is reflected in their having to live in isolation from the rest of the world.



(1)  Our Lord wandered about during His entire ministry as a testimony that He was “not of this world.”  Jn 8:23, “And He was saying to them, ‘You are from below, I am from above; you are of this world, I am not of this world.’”


(2)  Paul and his traveling missionary school had no settled home throughout his thirty-five year ministry.



(3)  Abraham, Moses, and Elijah had no permanent home.  Joseph did not recognize Egypt as his home.  John the Baptist had no home during his ministry.


g.  All of these great believers demonstrate the same principle—we have a home, but it is not “of this world.”  Jn 14:2, “In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.”
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