Heb 11:25
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- is the adverb of manner MALLON, meaning “rather in the sense instead (of something).”  Then we have the appositional nominative masculine singular aorist middle participle from the verb AIREW, which means in the middle voice “to choose 2 Thes 2:13; or prefer Phil 1:22; Heb 11:25.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a past event and fact.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, which lays stress on the subject, Moses, as taking personal responsibility for producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial, adding an additional thought to the thought expressed by the main verb.

This is followed by the present deponent middle/passive infinitive from the verb SUGKAKOUCHEOMAI (a hapax legomenon = it occurs only once in Scripture) which means “to suffer/be mistreated with someone else Heb 11:25.”


The present tense is a durative present, which describes the action as taking place as long as Moses associated himself with the Jews rather than the household of Pharaoh.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, Moses producing the action of being mistreated.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive.

Then we have the instrumental of association from the masculine singular article and noun LAOS, which means “with the people,” followed by the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God” in the sense of “God’s people.”

“rather choosing to suffer mistreatment with the people of God”

 - is the coordinating conjunction Ē, used with the previous adverb MALLON to indicate that which is excluded from the previous statement.  It is translated “than.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular adjective PROSKAIROS, which means “temporary, transitory 2 Cor 4:18; Heb 11:25; Mt 13:21; Mk 4:17.”
  This is followed by the present active infinitive from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have: of advantages, benefits, or comforts that one enjoys: 1 Jn 5:15; Rev 4:8; 14:11; enjoy something Heb 11:25.”


The present tense is a durative present for what would have continued had Moses made the decision to remain in the household of Pharaoh.


The active voice indicates that Moses would have produced the action of having the temporary enjoyment of sins.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive.

Then we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun HAMARTIA, meaning “of sins.”  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun APOLAUSIS, which means “having the benefit of something, and so enjoying it, enjoyment; enjoy the short-lived pleasures of sin Heb 11:25; 1 Tim 6:17.”

“than to have the temporary enjoyment of sins,”

Heb 11:25 corrected translation
“rather choosing to suffer mistreatment with the people of God than to have the temporary enjoyment of sins,”
Explanation:
1.  “rather choosing to suffer mistreatment with the people of God”

a.  The sentence thus far reads: “By means of confidence in doctrine Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called ‘The son of Pharaoh’s daughter’, rather choosing to suffer mistreatment with the people of God than to have the temporary enjoyment of sins,…”


b.  The author continues by further describing the first great decision of Moses as a mature believer.  He chose to be identified with the Jewish believers in Christ and suffer ill-treatment because of it.


c.  The phrase “the people of God” is also found in Heb 4:9, “Consequently a Sabbath-rest remains available for the people of God;” and in 1 Pet 2:9-10, “You [are] the elect people, the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the people for the purpose of possession, in order that you might proclaim the virtues of Him who called you from darkness into His wonderful light.  [You] who formerly [were] no people but now [are] the people of God, those who were not shown mercy but now have obtained mercy.”  This title generally refers to those who have believed in Christ, but specifically here it refers to the Jewish believers of the Exodus generation.


d.  Moses had a simple choice.



(1)  Satan offered Moses the leadership of Egypt.  The Lord offered him the leadership of Israel.



(2)  Satan offered him comfort and relaxation.  The Lord offered him walking and living in the desert.



(3)  Satan offered him the love and respect of the Egyptians.  The Lord offered him the antagonism and hatred of the Jews.



(4)  Satan offered him the enjoyment of any sin Moses wanted to commit.  The Lord offered him a spiritual life of obedience.



(5)  Satan offered him praise, fame, acclaim, and the approbation of the Egyptians.  The Lord offered him mistreatment with those who believed in Christ.



(6)  Satan offered him the cosmic system.  God offered him the spiritual life.


e.  Believers will be mistreated in this life.  Satan will guarantee it.



(1)  1 Pet 2:19-21, “For this [is] blessing, if because of awareness of God someone endures grief, while suffering unjustly.  For what credit [is it], if while sinning and being beaten you endure?  But if while doing good and suffering you endure, this [is] blessing in the sight of God.  For you see, you were called for this reason because Christ also suffered as a substitute for you, leaving behind an example for your benefit, in order that you may follow in His footsteps.”



(2)  2 Cor 11:23-27, “Are they servants of Christ?  (I am speaking irrationally) I, to an even greater degree: in far greater hardships, in far more prisons, in much greater beatings, in danger of death frequently.  Five times I was given the thirty-nine [lashes] by the Jews.  Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; I have spent twenty-four hours adrift at sea.  On road-journeys many times, in dangers from rivers, in dangers from criminals, in dangers from the people [Jews], in dangers from Gentiles, in dangers in the city, in dangers in the desert, in dangers in the sea, in dangers by pseudo-believers.  In toil and exertion, in sleepless nights many times, in hunger and thirst, in situations without food many times, in cold and lack of sufficient clothing.”


f.  If you want to be a mature believer, then you must expect unjust suffering in life.  It is a part of our spiritual advance and training.  All growing believers face undeserved suffering as one of the major tests in life.  Moses faced the same undeserved suffering as:



(1)  Our Lord during his three year ministry.



(2)  Paul during his thirty-five year ministry.



(3)  Job, Jeremiah, Isaiah, and others.


g.  Facing and passing the test of undeserved suffering is a major qualification for spiritual greatness.  Moses understood this principle and accepted the challenge.  Many believers give up on God and the spiritual life the instant something goes wrong in their life.  They are spiritual cowards.


h.  Moses accepted the choice of being maltreated.  It was not forced upon him.  He knew he was going to be ridiculed, laughed at, rejected, verbally abused, slandered, lied about, hated, threatened, maligned, and criticized.  None of that mattered in the face of doing what God wanted.


i.  One of the toughest times in life that a person has the opportunity to suffer verbal abuse from others because of their association with Christ is as a teenager.  The verbal ridicule from one’s peers is relentless and unending.  Moses would face the same thing, but as a mature man.

2.  “than to have the temporary enjoyment of sins,”

a.  The other side of the decision for Moses was the choice to live a life of sinfulness.  He could do anything he wanted in the household of Pharaoh and never be criticized.  He could have anything he wanted, do anything he wanted, go anywhere he wanted, and indulge every imaginable desire of the sin nature.


b.  The life in Pharaoh’s household is described by Job, 21:7-13, “Why do the wicked still live, continue on, also become very powerful?  Their descendants are established with them in their sight, and their offspring before their eyes.  Their houses are safe from fear, and the rod of God is not on them.  His ox mates without fail; His cow calves and does not abort.  They send forth their little ones like the flock, and their children skip about.  They sing to the timbrel and harp and rejoice at the sound of the flute.  They spend their days in prosperity, and suddenly they go down to Sheol.”


c.  Sins are enjoyable.  That’s why we do them.  We sin because we want to.  We sin because we like to.  We continue to sin because we enjoy doing it.  We do what we want and we like to sin.  It is our nature to sin.  It is our nature to do what we want.


d.  However, the pleasure and enjoyment derived from sinning is temporary.



(1)  Not only is this lifetime a temporary enjoyment of sin, but the enjoyment of an individual sin is also temporary.



(2)  That is why the sin nature motivates us to do it again.  The sin nature is never satisfied.  It is always hungry for more.


e.  Moses knew he could sin all he wanted in the cosmic system under Satan’s will for his life.  He also knew that he could live a life of obedience to the Lord in God’s plan for his life.


f.  All of us face the decision in life after salvation to live a life of obedience to the will of God or a life of obedience to the lust pattern of the sin nature.


g.  We all face the testing of the sin nature, not only on a daily basis but as a general pattern for our spiritual life.  God knows that we are going to sin daily, hourly, etc.  (It’s the etcetera part you have to worry about.)  Therefore, God has made provision for our sins through the acknowledgment of those sins to God for forgiveness, 1 Jn 1:9.  However, we do not have a license to sin whenever and however we want.  There is divine discipline.


h.  Before advancing to spiritual maturity, we must face the test of whether or not we are going to follow the dictates of our sin nature or not.  It is a major decision in the spiritual life.  This is not a one-shot decision in life, but a decision that must be made over and over again.  It is a lifestyle of saying ‘no’ to the desires of the sin nature.


i.  Spiritual maturity is, therefore, characterized by a lifestyle of saying ‘no’ to the temporary pleasures of personal sins.


j.  We can enjoy the temporary pleasures of sins or we can enjoy the tranquility of a harmonious relationship with God.  It is an either/or situation for the believer.


k.  The contrast to the life Satan has to offer is given by Paul in 1 Tim 6:17-19, “Regarding the rich in this present age, keep commanding [them] not to be arrogant, nor to have confidence based upon the uncertainty of riches, but on the basis of God, Who abundantly provides for us all things for the purpose of our enjoyment, to keep on doing good, to be rich in honorable deeds, to be generous, liberal, storing up for themselves an excellent [honorable, praiseworthy] foundation for the future, in order that they may take hold of the real life.”
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