Heb 10:25



- is the negative particle MĒ, meaning “not” plus the first person nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb EGKATALEIPW, which means “forsake, abandon, desert 2 Tin 4:10, 16; Mt 27:46; Mk 15:34; 2 Cor 4:9; Heb 13:5; cease assembling Heb 10:25.”


The present tense is a customary present, which describes an event that occurs regularly.


The active voice indicates that negative believers are producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun EPISUNAGWGĒ, which means “(1) a gathering together to or toward at some location, meeting of a Christian group Heb 10:25; (2) the action of assembling with someone 2 Thes 2:1.”
  With this we have the objective genitive first person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “of ourselves.”
“not abandoning the assembling of ourselves,”

- is the comparative use of the conjunction KATHWS, meaning “as, just as.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular noun ETHOS, meaning “habit, usage; as the habit of some people is Heb 10:25; Jn 19:40; Acts 25:16; Lk 22:39.”
  This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “for some” or “for certain ones.”  There is an ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”  Literally this says, “as the habit for some is,” which is somewhat awkward to the English ear.  We would say, “as the habit of some is.”

“as the habit of some [is],”

- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the nominative first person masculine plural present active participle from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to encourage or to comfort.”  Here the emphasis is on encouraging.


The present tense is an iterative present, to describe an action that occurs from time to time, occasionally as the need arises.


The active voice indicates that all of us are expected to produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

There is no object “one another” here.  It is implied by the context, but not stated.  
“but encouraging,”

 - is the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, used as a focusing additive that further develops the thought.  It should be translated “even.”  With this we have the dative of measure or degree of difference from the neuter singular adjective TOSOUTOS, meaning “to the extent that, so much, as much (by) so much … than or as Heb 1:4; 10:25; 7:20–22 all the more.”
  With this we have the adverb of comparison MALLON, meaning “more, all the more, rather, since.”  “The dative of measure or degree, when following or preceding a comparative adjective or adverb, may be used to indicate the extent to which the comparison is true or the degree of difference that exists in the comparison.  Rather than supply than as with the genitive of comparison (the two ideas are similar, but not identical), supply by before a quantitative word in the dative.”
  With this we also have the dative neuter singular from the correlative adjective HOSOS, meaning “as much as, as far as, as great as; to the degree that; (by) as much …, as Heb 1:4; all the more, as 10:25.”
  Then we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb BLEPW, which means “to see.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which looks at the events of human history as they progress in one’s life.


The active voice indicates that all positive believers are to produce the action, but especially mature believers.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of positive believers seeing the historical trends of the Church Age coming to a culmination.

This is followed by the accusative feminine singular present active participle from the verb EGGIZW, which means “to draw near, come near, approach Mt 26:45; Rom 13:12; Heb 10:25.”
  The participle modifies the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun HĒMERA, which follows it.  The participle is in the first predicate position and functions as a substantive adjective, describing what kind of day we are talking about.  It should be translated “the day drawing near.”


The present tense is a descriptive or progressive present, which describes an action in the progress of occurring.


The active voice indicates that the day of the Lord is producing the action.


The participle is ascriptive or substantival.

“even to a greater extent as you see the day drawing near.”

Heb 10:25 corrected translation
“not abandoning the assembling of ourselves, as the habit of some [is], but encouraging, even to a greater extent as you see the day drawing near.”
Explanation:
1.  “not abandoning the assembling of ourselves,”

a.  The entire sentence now reads: “Furthermore, let us think about one another for the purpose of provoking to unconditional love and right actions, not abandoning the assembling of ourselves, as the habit of some [is], but encouraging, even to a greater extent as you see the day drawing near.”


b.  You cannot provoke others to unconditional love and right actions, if Christians do not gather together as a group.


c.  The assembling of believers together for the teaching of the word of God and mutual support is essential in the spiritual life.  Why?



(1)  God has provided the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher for the edification and spiritual growth of the body of Christ.  Assembling together provides the privacy of the priesthood necessary for this teaching to take place.  When a group of Christians gathers together, there is privacy because the teaching is not a one-on-one situation, but directed toward the group.  Therefore, God the Holy Spirit can deal with each individual within the privacy of their own priesthood.



(2)  God the Holy Spirit has given various spiritual gifts to members of the royal family, in order that they mutually support one another.  One member cannot say to another member, “We do not need you.”



(3)  No one can be encouraged or comforted by others if they live in isolation from others.  No unbeliever can encourage a believer in their spiritual life, and other weak believers out of fellowship with God will not do so.



(4)  Therefore, our only hope for comfort and encouragement in the spiritual life, when needed, is by means of assembling ourselves together as a group for the worship of God and mutual support of each other.


d.  There was a definite problem in the local church (or churches) to which this letter was written.  There were believers abandoning the local church and returning to their pagan or Jewish rituals, or simply giving up on the execution of the spiritual life.  Some reasons why Christians abandon assembling with other Christians include:



(1)  Fear of ridicule from unbeliever friends.  This is especially a danger for a new believer, who still has close associations with unbelieving friends and associates.



(2)  Fear of persecution from others outside the church.  Being ostracized and forsaken by others because you no longer share their beliefs.  This is especially true for believers coming from Islamic, Jewish, Mormon, and other religious backgrounds.



(3)  Being short-sighted.  Thinking that if there is no immediate benefit to assembling together with this group of Christians, then I need to find another group where there is immediate advantage to me in some area of life (economically, socially, romantically, etc.)



(4)  The need for greater entertainment.  Some believers need entertainment and enjoyment from other Christians.  They leave when the church becomes boring, dull, and is no longer meeting their need for entertainment.



(5)  Laziness.  Some believers are just too lazy to go.  It is too much effort to take a shower/bath, get dressed, drive to church, and have to concentrate.



(6)  An arrogant sense of superiority.  This is the believer who thinks he knows it all, has heard it all before, knows more than the pastor, and is so mature that he needs no one to teach him anything else.



(7)  Antagonism toward or from others, a cat fight between two women or a testosterone battle between two men.  This includes being ostracized by others from within the church.


e.  When a person abandons the local church, they are no longer thinking about others for the purpose of provoking to unconditional love and right actions.  They are only thinking about themselves in their arrogance.


f.  We cannot function in unconditional love toward other believers unless we associate with other believers, and we do not associate with other believers by abandoning the assembling of ourselves together.

2.  “as the habit of some [is],”

a.  There were a group of negative believers in the church or churches to whom this letter was written that made it a habit of not coming to church.


b.  This does not mean that they stopped coming altogether.  It means that they made it a habit not to come, when something came along that they considered more important.


c.  Notice that negative volition may absolutely quit coming to church, but that is not the situation described here.  Instead, the negative volition described here focuses on those who are easily distracted from coming to church on a habitual basis.


d.  There are always good reasons and bad reasons for missing church.



(1)  If you have to miss church because of some other form of entertainment that you enjoy, it is a bad reason.



(2)  If you have to miss church because your child is sick, your car breaks down, your boss demands you finish the job, or the weather makes it too dangerous, then you have a good reason to miss church.


e.  There are legitimate reasons and necessities for missing church occasionally.  God is not a legalist.  He does not hold it against you, when another commitment occasionally interferes with church.  However, God does hold it against you, when you make it a habit of missing church because there is something else you would rather do.


f.  The issue is simple:



(1)  If you have a free, non-obligated choice between church and some other pleasure in life, then God expects you to choose for assembling together with other believers.



(2)  If you are obligated to do something else that happens to interfere with church and you cannot get out of it, or are obligated by your integrity to do it, then demonstrate your integrity and keep your obligations.  God never asks you to use church as the excuse for not honoring your obligation to do something else.


e.  Paul predicted some believers would make it a habit of not assembling together in 2 Tim 4:1-4, “I solemnly charge you in the presence of the God [the Father] and Christ Jesus, Who is destined to judge the living and the dead, both with reference to His appearance [the Rapture] and with reference to His kingdom [the Last Judgment], make it a priority to publicly proclaim the Word; make it a priority to be ready and persistent when it is convenient and when it is not convenient; publicly correct, rebuke, encourage [comfort] by means of all steadfastness and doctrinal teaching.  For there will be a time when they [reversionists] will not endure [put up with, tolerate] correct teaching, but according to their own lusts they will accumulate to themselves [false] teachers, because of itching ears.  In fact, on the one hand they will continue to turn away their ear from the truth, but on the other hand they will be turned aside toward myths [stories, legends].”

3.  “but encouraging,”

a.  Another reason for assembling together in the local church is for the encouragement of others.


b.  Rather than get disgruntled, discouraged, upset, arrogant, or any number of other wrong motivations in the spiritual life, we are expected to assemble with other believers for their comfort and encouragement.


c.  Positive volition is encouraged by positive volition.  Positive volition is comforted by positive volition.


d.  There is nothing more comforting and encouraging to others in a local church than the strong positive volition of the mature believer.


e.  Tired, worn out, lazy, arrogant, negative believers are no encouragement to anyone.


f.  This same subject is emphasized in:



(1)  Col 3:16, “Let the doctrine of Christ dwell abundantly in you all by means of all wisdom, teaching and warning each other with psalms, hymns, spiritual songs, by means of grace singing in your hearts to God.”



(2)  Heb 3:13, “But encourage [and comfort] one another every day, as long as it is called ‘Today’, in order that someone from you not become hardened by the deceitfulness produced by the sin nature.”



(3)  Rom 1:11-12, “Because I desire to see you, in order that I might share with you a considerable spiritual gift with the result that you might be strengthened.  But that means to receive encouragement together with you through the doctrine in each other, both yours and mine.”



(4)  Rom 15:4-7, “For everything that has been written before [Old Testament] was written for the purpose of our instruction, in order that through perseverance and encouragement from the Scriptures we might have confidence.  Now may the God who produces perseverance and encouragement give to you the same thinking [Bible doctrine] among one another according to the standard of Christ Jesus, in order that with one motivation by one voice you may glorify the God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, receive [welcome] one another, even as Christ has received us for the purpose of the glory of God.”



(5)  2 Cor 1:3-4, “Worthy of praise is God; that is, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassions and God of all comfort, who [God the Father] comforts [and encourages] us at the time of our every trouble [pressure, affliction, distress, tribulation], so that we are able to comfort [and encourage] those in every difficult circumstance by the comfort [and encouragement] which we ourselves are comforted [and encouraged] by God.”



(6)  Phil 2:1-4, “Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ, and there is, if there is any comfort from love, and there is, if there is any fellowship [association, partnership] with the Spirit, and there is, if there is any affections [emotional response to doctrine] and mercies, and there are, bring to completion my happiness, namely, that you might be thinking the same thing, having that same virtue-love, united in the soul, thinking one and the same thing.  [Do] nothing on the basis of contentiousness from selfish ambition, nor on the basis of excessive ambition from self-delusion, but by means of humility consider each other as better than yourselves.  Every one of you, stop looking out for only your own personal interests, but also every one of you [look out for] the personal interests of others.”



(7)  1 Thes 5:14, “Moreover, we ask you, brethren, warn the lazy, encourage the discouraged, help the helpless, be patient with all men.”



(8)  Phile 7, “For you see I have begun to have great happiness and encouragement [comfort] on account of your virtue-love, because the affections [compassions] of the saints have been refreshed through you, brother.”


g.  We have an obligation to be a comfort and encouragement to others, but cannot fulfill that obligation without: (1) assembling together, (2) learning the word of God, and (3) comforting others by word and action.

4.  “even to a greater extent as you see the day drawing near.”

a.  The writer concludes his statement by indicating an even more critical reason why we need to keep on assembling together and encouraging each other—the events of the future are drawing ever closer.


b.  Positive believers are observers of historical trends.


c.  The Church Age is the age of historical trends, because there is no prophecy to be fulfilled in the Church Age.


d.  Therefore, we are expected to pay close attention to the current trends of history.


e.  There was both a near and imminent application to the statement made here by the author.



(1)  The near fulfillment of these words applied to the fall of Jerusalem.  The Roman army entered northern Judea in 66 A.D.  The fall of Jerusalem did not occur until 70 A.D.  The city of Jerusalem was under siege for two years.  It took two years to conquer and subjugate all of the cities of Judea between Damascus and Jerusalem (the Romans protected their logistical tail).



(2)  The imminent fulfillment of these words applies to the return of our Lord for the Church, seven years prior to His second advent.


f.  It is critical to understand what the New Testament writers regarded as “the day.”  This writer learned this term from Paul (or Paul is one of the co-authors).  So we must see how Paul used the phrase “the day” and to what it referred when he used it.



(1)  The day of the Lord sometimes refers to the Second Advent of Christ, as in 1 Thes 5:1-2, “Now concerning the dispensations and the last times, brethren, you have no need to have anything written to you.  For you yourselves know accurately that the day of the Lord as a thief in the night in this manner it is coming.”  The analogy to the thief coming was used by our Lord to describe His return to surprise Satan and all unbelievers,




(a)  Mt 24:43, “But be sure of this, that if the head [Satan] of the house [the world] had known at what time of the night the thief [Christ] was coming, he would have been on the alert and would not have allowed his house to be broken into.”  Read Mt 24:15-44 for the context of the Second Advent of Christ.  The parallel passage is Lk 12:39.




(b)  Therefore, Paul’s reference in 1 Thes 5:1-2 to the day of the Lord is a reference to the Second Advent of Christ.



(2)  Compare 2 Pet 3:10-12, “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the elements will be destroyed by burning, and the earth and the works in it [human good and evil] will be discovered.  Since all these things are being destroyed in this way, what sort of person it is necessary to become in a dedicated to God lifestyle; that is, the spiritual life, while waiting with eager anticipation and striving for the coming of the day of God, because of which [day] the heavens will be destroyed by burning; that is, the elements will melt by being burned up.”  Here the day of the Lord clearly includes the end of the millennial reign of Christ with the destruction of the present heavens and earth.  It also comes suddenly at the end of the millennial reign of Christ.  The day of Christ is the beginning of the day of the Lord, and the day of God is the end of the day of the Lord at the end of the millennial reign of Christ.



(3)  The day of the Lord is also a day of judgment.  This period of the day of the Lord refers to the seven-year evaluation of the body of Christ after the Rapture of the Church.




(a)  1 Cor 1:8, “who will also strengthen you until the end [of the Church Age], the blameless ones on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.”




(b)  1 Cor 3:13, “the spiritual accomplishment of each person will become visible, for the day reveals [it], because it will be made fully known by means of fire; that is, the fire will test what sort of accomplishment is the accomplishment of each person.”




(c)  1 Cor 5:5, “deliver over such a person to Satan for the purpose of the destruction of the flesh, in order that his spirit might be saved in the day of the Lord.”




(d)  2 Cor 1:14, “as you also understood us in part, that we will be your reason for pride, just as also you [will be] ours during the day of our Lord Jesus.”



(4)  The day of redemption is the day of the resurrection of the Church, synonymous with the day of Christ, which begins the day of the Lord.  Eph 4:30, “Furthermore, stop irritating [offending, insulting, humiliating, and grieving] the Holy Spirit, who is God by whom you have been sealed until the day of redemption.”



(5)  The day of the Lord begins on the day of Christ Jesus with the resurrection of the Church.




(a)  Phil 1:6, “For the following reason I stand convinced and have confidence in this very principle, namely, that He [God the Father] who has begun a good work in you will complete the good work until the day of Jesus Christ [Rapture].”




(b)  Phil 1:10, “with the result that you may approve after testing those things of greater value [those things that really matter], in order that you may be pure and blameless on the day of Christ [Rapture],”




(c)  Phil 2:16, “continuing to fix your attention on and hold firmly to [believe] the Word of Life resulting in my pride on the day of Christ [the Rapture], that I have not run in vain, nor worked hard for no purpose.”




(d)  2 Thes 2:1-4, “Now we urge you, brethren, with reference to the coming [Rapture] of our Lord Jesus Christ and our assembling with Him, that you be not quickly shaken by your mind nor be alarmed neither because of a spirit nor because of something said nor because of a letter as though through us that the day of the Lord has come.  Do not let anyone deceive you in any way, because [He will not come] unless the rebellion has come first and the man of lawlessness, the son of destruction has been revealed, the enemy and self-exalted one over every so-called god or object of worship, so that he sits in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God.”




(e)  Jam 5:8, “You also have patience; strengthen your hearts, because the coming of the Lord stands near.”  Compare Rom 13:12, “The night is far gone, and the day is approaching.  Therefore, let us lay aside the works of darkness and let us put on the armor of light.”


g.  Therefore, the day in our passage refers to the entire day of the Lord, which means the entire period of human history from the resurrection of the Church, which begins the day of the Lord and continues until the end of human history with the day of God, which ends the day of the Lord.


h.  This final period of human history, which includes the Great Tribulation and the millennial reign of Christ, is constantly drawing nearer each day.  There is not much time left before our evaluation at the Judgment Seat of Christ.
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