Heb 1:5



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For.”  Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “To whom, to which.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past, historical fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action of hypothetically speaking to the angels.  God the never Father produced this action, which makes this a rhetorical question.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in rhetorical questions that can be answered with factual information.

Then we have the temporal adverb POTE, which means “once, formerly,” but means ever when used in rhetorical questions that expect a negative answer.  This is followed by the partitive genitive masculine plural from the masculine plural definite article and noun AGGELOS, which means “of the angels.”
“For to which of the angels did He [God the Father] ever say,”
- is the predicate nominative masculine singular subject from the noun HUIOS with the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My Son.”  Then we have the second person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “You are.”

The present tense is a aoristic present for a declaration of a state, condition, and fact that is always true without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produces the action of being who and what He is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the second person singular nominative subject from the personal pronoun SU, meaning “You” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.

“‘You are My Son,”
- is the first person singular nominative personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” and referring to God the Father.  Then we have the temporal adverb SĒMERON, which means “today.”  This is followed by the first person singular perfect active indicative from the verb GENNAW, which means “to become the parent of; to beget; to father; to cause someone’s birth.”  Since women give birth to children and God the Father is not a women, this translation is inappropriate.  God the Holy Spirit actually provided the genetic material necessary to father the child.  Therefore, God the Father caused the humanity of Christ to be born.

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The active voice is a causative active voice, which emphasizes the subject, God the Father, as causing the action of the birth of the humanity of Christ to happen.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the second person singular accusative direct object from the personal pronoun SU, meaning “Your” and referring to the humanity of Christ.
“today I have caused Your birth.’?”

- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” followed by the adverb of degree PALIN, meaning “also, again, or furthermore.”  Then we have the first person singular nominative subject from the personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” and referring to God the Father.  This is followed by the first person singular future deponent indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “I will be.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will definitely happen.


The deponent middle is active in meaning, God the Father producing the action of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of possession from the third masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “his” and referring to the humanity of Christ.  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative masculine singular from the noun PATĒR, meaning “father.”  Literally this says ‘for a father to him’.  The predicate nominative and the predicate accusative are sometimes replaced by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of a word.  This construction is influenced by Semitic thought patterns.  We find this use for the predicate nominative after the verb EIMI in such passages as Mt 19:5; Lk 3:5; 2 Cor 6:18; Heb 1:5; 8:10.
  Then we have the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the third person nominative masculine singular subject from the intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “He” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Then we have the third person singular future deponent indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “He will be.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will definitely happen.


The deponent middle is active in meaning, the humanity of Christ producing the action of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of possession from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My” and referring to God the Father.  Finally, we have preposition EIS plus the predicative accusative from the masculine singular noun HUIOS, meaning “son.”
“And again, ‘I will be His Father and He will be My Son.’”
Heb 1:5 corrected translation
“For to which of the angels did He [God the Father] ever say, ‘You are My Son, today I have caused Your birth’?  And again, ‘I will be His Father and He will be My Son.’”
Explanation:
1.  “For to which of the angels did He [God the Father] ever say [Ps 2:7],”

a.  The writer now gives us two examples from the Old Testament to prove his previous statement that Jesus Christ acquired a superior title in comparison to the angels.

b.  God the Father was in the habit of talking to the angels, both the elect and fallen angels.  God has always clearly communicated to the angels, just as He has always clearly communicated to mankind.

c.  God named every one of the angels, and knows each one of them by name, just as He knows each of us by name.  Therefore, God has spoken to every single angel individually on at least one occasion, when He gave them their particular name.


d.  The fact God named every heavenly creature is implied from the statement in Ps 147:4, “He counts the number of the stars; He gives names to all of them.”

e.  But God never called any of the angels His own Son.

2.  “‘You are My Son, today I have caused your birth’?”

a.  This is quoted directly from Ps 2:7 in the Septuagint, “I will surely tell of the decree of the Lord: He said to Me, ‘You are My Son, today I have begotten You.’”

b.  This statement is also quoted in Heb 5:5, “So also Christ did not glorify Himself so as to become a high priest, but He who said to Him, ‘You are My Son, today I have begotten You’;” and found in Acts 13:33, “that God has fulfilled this promise to our children in that He raised up Jesus, as it is also written in the second Psalm, ‘You are My Son; today I have begotten You.’”

c.  Isa 49:1 is related to the doctrine being stated here, “Listen to Me, O islands, and pay attention, you peoples from afar.  The Lord [God the Father] called Me [Jesus Christ] from the womb; from the body of My mother He named Me.”

d.  This is a direct statement from God the Father to God the Son, declaring that the humanity of Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God.


e.  The word ‘today’ refers to the day of the birth of the humanity of Christ on earth as the God-man.


f.  God the Father caused the birth of the humanity of Christ, thus creating the hypostatic union of our Lord.


g.  The angel Gabriel declared to Mary that her son would be named Jesus and that He would also have the title Son of God, Lk 1:32-35, “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end.  Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’  The angel answered and said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God.’”


(1)  God the Holy Spirit provided the twenty-three male chromosomes necessary for fertilization of the egg which Mary provided.



(2)  The Greek word translated ‘to overshadow’ is the verb EPERCHOMAI, which means “to come upon” in the sense of “to visit” someone.  It is a metaphor for providing the genetic material necessary for fertilization of the female ovum.


(3)  God the Father caused this to occur through the work of God the Holy Spirit creating the perfect male genetic material for the humanity of Christ, so that our Lord would be conceived without a genetically formed sin nature.



(4)  Therefore, we have a perfect human being created from the hand of God just as Adam was created from the hand of God, so that our Lord is born as perfect, true humanity, and is perfectly qualified to be called the Son of God.


h.  No angel has ever been born.  All were created directly from the hand of God.  Therefore, God could never say to any angel, “Today I have caused your birth.”


i.  No angel was ever perfect, Job 4:18, “He puts no trust even in His servants; And against His angels He charges error.”  Therefore, God could never call any of the angels His Son.
3.  “And again [2 Sam 7:14], ‘I will be His Father and He will be My Son’?”

a.  This is quoted directly from 2 Sam 7:14 in the Septuagint, “I will be a father to him and he will be a son to Me; when he commits iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of men and the strokes of the sons of men.”

b.  This is a direct quote from God the Father that Jesus Christ is His Son and that God the Father is the father of the humanity of Christ.

c.  The declaration of this same principle is made by the Father:



(1)  at the baptism of Jesus, Mt 3:17; Mk 1:11; Lk 3:22, “and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.’”


(2)  and at on the Mount of Transfiguration, Mt 17:5; Mk 9:7; Lk 9:35, “While he was still speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, ‘This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!’”


d.  Jesus Christ was the Son of God the Father in eternity past in His deity, but did not become the Son of God in His humanity until the incarnation.  In hypostatic union He is now the Son of God the Father forever as the God-man.  The fact that Jesus Christ was the Son of God in eternity past is deduced from the statement in Heb 1:2 that God “has spoken to us by the Son, whom He [God the Father] has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He has made the ages.”

e.  This declaration is the absolute proof that Jesus Christ in His true humanity and hypostatic union is superior to angels by His relationship to God the Father.  Jesus Christ is what no angel has ever been or can ever be—the eternal Son of God.

f.  The angels are collectively called ‘the sons of God’ in Gen 6:2; Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7, but no one of them is ever called ‘the Son of God’.
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