Heb 1:14



- the first word OUCHI is the strengthened form of the negative OU, and is used as “an interrogative word in questions that expect an affirmative answer, not? Mt 5:46-47; 6:25; 10:29; Lk 6:39; 12:6; 15:8; 24:26; Jn 11:9; Rom 3:29; 1 Cor 1:20; Heb 1:14.”
  Then we have the predicate nominative masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “all” plus the adjective LEITOURGIKOS, meaning “engaged in special service, of angels spirits in special service (to God) Heb 1:14”
 and the noun PNEUMA, meaning “spirits” and referring to the elect angels.  With this we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “they are.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and a gnomic present to express a commonly accepted fact.

The active voice indicates that the elect angels produce the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered with factual information.
“Are they not all spirits engaged in special service,”
- is the preposition EIS plus the accusative feminine singular of purpose or goal from the noun DIAKONIA, which means “service rendered in an intermediary capacity, mediation, assignment, 2 Cor 8:4; 9:1, 12-13; Rom 15:31; spirits sent out on assignment Heb 1:14; rendering of specific assistance, aid, support Acts 6:1; 11:29; 12:25.”
  Then we have the nominative in simple apposition fro the neuter plural present passive participle of the verb APOSTELLW, which means “to be sent forth or sent out.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and a gnomic present to express a commonly accepted fact.


The passive voice indicates that the elect angles receive the action of being sent out by God.


The participle is circumstantial.
“being sent out to render service”
- is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the articular masculine plural present active participle of the verb MELLW, meaning “those who are about to.”

The definite article is used as a demonstrative/relative pronoun combination, translated “those who.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action of being about to do something.


The participle is circumstantial.

With this we have the complementary present active infinitive from the verb KLĒRONOMEW, which means “to inherit.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action of inheriting.


The infinitive is a complimentary infinitive which completes the meaning of the previous participle MELLW.

Finally, we have the accusative feminine singular direct object from the noun SWTĒRIA, which means “salvation.”
“because of those who are about to inherit salvation?”

Heb 1:14 corrected translation
“Are they not all spirits engaged in special service, being sent out to render service because of those who are about to inherit salvation?”
Explanation:
1.  “Are they not all spirits engaged in special service,”

a.  The writer concludes this portion of his argument with a rhetorical question that demands a “yes” answer.

b.  The use of the word spirits has to refer to the angels because of the writer’s previous statement in Heb 1:7, “Furthermore on the one hand with reference to the angels He says,
‘The One making His angels spirits, and His ministers a flame of fire.’”

c.  The writer now argues that the elect angels are those who serve God in a special way.  They do whatever God wants and directs.  The fallen angels do not; they have rejected the authority and will of God.


d.  All elect angels are engaged in special service for God, and that special service includes special service to mankind as a part of the will of God.


e.  The fact that angels are engaged in special service for God is also mentioned in Ps 103:20-21, “Kneel to [not Bless] the Lord, you His angels, mighty in strength, who perform His word, obeying the voice of His word!  Kneel to the Lord, all you His hosts, You who serve Him, doing His will.”

f.  The special service rendered to God in heaven by the elect angels is mentioned in Dan 7:10, “A river of fire was flowing and coming out from before Him; thousands upon thousands were attending Him, and myriads upon myriads were standing before Him; the court sat, and the books were opened.”
2.  “being sent out to render service”

a.  The elect angels are sent out by God to render service for God to mankind.  An example is seen in Lk 1:26, “Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee called Nazareth.”

b.  One of the greatest services performed by angels for believers is mentioned in Ps 91:11, “For He will give His angels charge concerning you, to guard you in all your ways.”  This is the function of our guardian angel(s).  Some of us need lots of extra help.  This is also mentioned with regard to children in Mt 18:10, “See that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you that their angels in heaven continually see the face of My Father who is in heaven.”

c.  Our Lord is a part of our protection Ps 34:7, “The angel of the Lord [Jesus Christ] encamps around those who respect Him, and rescues them.”


d.  Certain elect angels were in charge of protecting the humanity of Christ during His First Advent, Mt 4:6, “and said to Him, ‘If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, “He will command His angels concerning You”; and “On their hands they will bear You up, so that You will not strike Your foot against a stone.”’”  And Lk 4:10-11, “for it is written, ‘He will command His angels concerning You to guard You,’ and, ‘On their hands they will bear You up, so that You will not strike Your foot against a stone.’”


e.  A great example of elect angels being sent to the protection of a mature believer is given in the case of Elisha, 2 Kg 6:12-17, “One of his servants [of the king of Aram who was warring against Israel] said, ‘No, my lord, O king; but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that you speak in your bedroom.’  So he [the king of Aram] said, ‘Go and see where he [Elisha] is, that I may send and take him.’ And it was told him, saying, ‘Behold, he is in Dothan.’  He sent horses and chariots and a great army there, and they came by night and surrounded the city.  Now when the attendant of the man of God [Elisha] had risen early and gone out, behold, an army with horses and chariots was circling the city. And his servant said to him, ‘Alas, my master!  What shall we do?’  So he [Elisha] answered, ‘Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.’  Then Elisha prayed and said, ‘O Lord, I pray, open his eyes that he may see.’ And the Lord opened the servant’s eyes and he saw; and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.”


f.  Elect angels consider themselves our fellow-servants of God, Rev 19:10, “Then I fell at his feet to worship him.  But he said to me, ‘Do not do that; I am a fellow servant of yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus; worship God.  For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.’”


g.  Another great example of the elect angels rendering service to believers is given in Acts 12:6-16 (read).
3.  “because of those who are about to inherit salvation?”

a.  Finally, the writer gives the reason why the elect angels are sent out to serve all Church Age believers.  It is because we are about to inherit eternal salvation; that is, the same eternal life that our Lord has.


(1)  The inheritance of salvation is mentioned in Mt 25:34, “Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.’”


(2)  Inheriting salvation is the same thing as inheriting eternal life, Mk 10:17, “As He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt before Him, and asked Him, ‘Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?’”



(3)  Salvation is tantamount to believing in Christ, 1 Cor 1:21, “For since in the wisdom of God (F), the world (of unbelievers) did not come to know God through its own wisdom, God (F) determined through the ‘foolishness’ of a proclamation to save those who are believing.”



(4)  Our Lord Jesus Christ is the source of eternal salvation, Heb 5:9, “And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation.”

b.  All Church Age believers are in union with Christ.  Therefore, the elect angels provide the same service to us that they provided to the humanity of Christ during His incarnation, Mt 26:53, “Or do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels?”  This is why we have guardian angels and angels render service for God in answering our prayers.  An example of this is given in Dan 9:21-23, “while I was still speaking in prayer, then the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision previously, came to me in my extreme weariness about the time of the evening offering.  He gave me instruction and talked with me and said, ‘O Daniel, I have now come forth to give you insight with understanding.  At the beginning of your supplications the command was issued, and I have come to tell you, for you are highly esteemed; so give heed to the message and gain understanding of the vision.’”

c.  The elect angels are subordinate to Church Age believers according to 1 Cor 6:3, “Do you not know that we will judge angels, not to speak of ordinary matters of daily life?”


d.  The final argument of the writer is this: the elect angels are sent out by the Lord Jesus Christ to provide protection and service to believers.  Therefore, the One sending is greater than the ones sent.  If elect angels serve us and we serve the Lord Jesus Christ, then obviously the Lord Jesus Christ in hypostatic union glorified at the right side of the Father is superior to and greater than any angel.
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