Heb 1:13



- is the preposition PROS plus the accusative of direction from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “to which.”  Then we have the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But.”  This is followed by the partitive genitive (or wholative genitive = the noun in the genitive denotes the whole of which the head noun that it modifies is a part of that whole) from the masculine plural definite article and noun AGGELOS, meaning “of the angels.”  Then we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: has He said.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that God the Father has produced the action hypothetically.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered with factual information.  The fact in answer to this question is that God the Father has never made this statement to any angel.

This is followed by the adverb of time POTE, which means “ever.”
“But to which of the angels has He [God the Father] ever said [Ps 110:1],”
- is the second person singular present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb KATHĒMAI, which means “to sit down.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a simple fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The deponent middle/passive is active in meaning with the humanity of our Lord Jesus Christ producing the action, since deity cannot sit.


The imperative mood is both a command and permission.  God the Father has the authority to order the humanity of Christ to act, but in this case is granting permission for the Son to have the position of authority and power in His kingdom.

Then we have the preposition EK plus the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter plural adjective DEXIOS and the first person singular possessive genitive personal pronoun EGW, meaning “at My right side.”
“‘Sit down at My right side”
- is the temporal adverb HEWS, meaning “until” followed by the particle of contingency AN.  “This is a particle peculiar to Greek denoting aspect of contingency, incapable of translation by a single English word; it denotes that the action of the verb is dependent on some circumstance or condition; the effect of AN upon the meaning of its clause depends on the mood and tense/aspect of the verb with which it is used. In certain constructions an aspect of certainty is indicated, suggesting the gloss would.  In most other instances aspects of varying possibility or conditionality find expression in ways that can be rendered by the word ever.”
  This is followed by the first person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb TITHĒMI, which means “to put, place; to cause to undergo a change in experience/condition—make, consign Heb 1:2; Rom 4:17; Lk 20:43; Acts 2:35; Heb 1:13; 1 Cor 15:25; Heb 10:13.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that God the Father will produce the action of making the enemies of our Lord a footstool for His feet.


The subjunctive mood is used in indefinite temporal clauses to indicate a future action that is expected, but the exact time when the action will occur is unknown.  It does not suggest that the action may not happen, but only that when the action will take place is uncertain.

Then we have the double accusative of person and thing.  First we have the accusative of person from the masculine plural article and adjective ECHTHROS, used as a substantive, meaning “the ones hating, the hostile ones or simply enemies” with the second person singular possessive genitive personal pronoun SU, meaning “Your” and referring to our Lord.  Then we have the accusative of thing from the neuter singular noun HUPOTODION, which means “a footstool Jam 2:3; Mt 5:35; Acts 7:49; that is, it is used figuratively meaning to subject one person to another, so that the other can put a foot on the subject’s neck Lk 20:43; Acts 2:35; Heb 1:13; 10:13.”
  This is followed by the genitive of purpose from the masculine plural definite article and noun POUS with the possessive genitive second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “for Your feet.”
“until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.’?”

Heb 1:13 corrected translation
“But to which of the angels has He [God the Father] ever said, ‘Sit down at My right side until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.’?”
Explanation:
1.  “But to which of the angels has He [God the Father] ever said [Ps 110:1],”

a.  This statement is in contrast to what God the Father has said to the Son beginning in verse 8, “but on the other hand to the Son, [He says],” and continuing through the end of verse 12.  Now the writer switches objects from what God the Father has said to the Son and what God the Father has not said to the angels.


b.  God the Father has said millions of things to the angels, but He has never told a single angel to sit down at His right side, nor has He told one of them that He would make Satan a footstool for their feet.

c.  God the Father has said something unique to the unique person of the universe and human history—our Lord Jesus Christ, and that is that the Son is welcome to sit in the place of highest honor and authority, while God the Father deals with our Lord’s enemies.

d.  This proves the celebrityship of the Son in hypostatic union as the God-man in superiority to all angels.

2.  “‘Sit down at My right side”

a.  This quote is taken from the Psalm 109:1 of the Septuagint (Hebrew Ps 110:1).

b.  Deity is spirit and does not have a physical body with which to sit.  Therefore, this command/request for our Lord to sit down is a request to His humanity to sit.

c.  The sitting down of the humanity of Christ at the right side of God the Father is a reference to the session of Christ.


d.  The right side is the place of highest honor and authority.  In this case it is the place of highest honor and authority at the right side of God the Father.


e.  This statement by the Father is tantamount to the Father giving all authority to the humanity of Christ for judgment of all creatures.


f.  This statement is also tantamount to our Lord having the responsibility over all creatures, both angelic and human, from that moment forward.


g.  No angel has ever been asked to sit down at the right side of God the Father.  Only the Son of God has been asked to sit down in this place of honor and authority.


h.  This command/request of God the Father proves beyond all other things the superiority of the humanity of Christ over all angels.


i.  This statement by God the Father is so important in the angelic conflict that it is mentioned five times in the New Testament: Mt 22:44; Lk 20:42; Acts 2:34f; Heb 10:13; 1 Cor 15:25 (which refers to Ps 110:1).
3.  “until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.’?”

a.  This is a direct declaration that God the Father will make the enemies of the humanity of Christ a footstool for His feet.

b.  The metaphor used here refers to being subjected to the absolute authority of the humanity of Christ.

c.  God the Father will bring all things into subjection under the authority of the person of our Lord in hypostatic union.  This will forever settle the issue of the superiority of Christ over all angels.


d.  This is an obvious reference to Satan and the fallen angels, as well as all unbelievers, who make themselves the enemies of God by rejecting the love of Jesus Christ for them, which was demonstrated at the Cross.


e.  The fact that the unbeliever makes themselves the enemy of God is taught in Rom 1:21, 28ff, “Because although they knew God (Jesus Christ), they did not honor Him as God, nor did they feel obligated to thank Him.  Instead they became worthless in their thoughts and their ignorant heart received darkness.  …Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to have God in full knowledge, God delivered them over to a degenerate pattern of thinking to do what is not proper, being filled with all wrongdoing, wickedness, greed, depravity, full of envy, murder, strife [enjoy causing trouble], deceit, malice, gossipers, slanderers, haters of God.”

f.  The antagonism and hatred of Satan and the fallen angels is described throughout Scripture.



(1)  Mt 13:39, “and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels.”



(2)  Mt 25:41, “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels’.”



(3)  Rev 12:7-10, “And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon.  The dragon and his angels waged war, and they were not strong enough, and there was no longer a place found for them in heaven.  And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.  Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, ‘Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night.’”



(4)  Rev 20:2, “And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.”



(5)  Rev 20:10, “And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.”


g.  Making of the enemies of God a footstool for the feet of our Lord is a four phrase operation:


(1)  The devil and fallen angels must be cast out of the stellar universe and confined to the earth.  This occurs halfway through the Great Tribulation.  See Rev 12:7 above.


(2)  The Second Advent of Christ with the baptism of fire must remove all unbelievers from the earth and cast Satan into prison for a thousand years.  See Rev 20:2 above.



(3)  God must put down the Gog and Magog revolution at the end of the millennial reign of Christ, Rev 20:8-9.


(4)  Satan, all fallen angels, and all unbelievers must be cast into the eternal lake of fire.  See Rev 20:10 above.
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