Heb 1:1



- is the adverb of manner POLUMERWS, which means “that which occurs in many parts.  It is also possible to interpret this adverb as referring to many different occasions, and therefore it may be translated as: often or many times.”
  Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the adverb of manner POLUTROPWS, meaning “in various ways pertaining to a variety of modes of expressing something.”
 

“In many times and in various ways”
 - is the “adverb denoting past time in contrast to the present, pertaining to a point of time in the past, long ago, formerly Mt 11:21; Lk 10:13; Heb 1:1; Jude 4; the former sins, sins committed in time past 2 Pet 1:9.”
  Then we have the nominative masculine singular subject from the article and noun THEOS meaning God and referring to any and all members of the Trinity.  This is followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb LALEW, meaning “to speak.”

The nominative singular refers back to the subject God.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of a completed action, that is, it looks at the action of God’s communication to man in the past in its entirety, but emphasizes the past action from standpoint of its end, completion, or results.


The active voice indicates that God produced the past action.


The participle is either circumstantial, translated “having spoken” or it could also be temporal, translated “after having spoken.”  In either case the action of this aorist participle precedes the action of the main verb in the next verse He has spoken (aorist active indicative of LALEW again).
Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural article, used as a personal pronoun our plus the noun PATĒR, meaning “fathers” in the sense of “one from whom one is descended and generally at least several generations removed, forefather, ancestor, progenitor, forebear: Mt 3:9; 23:30, 32; Mk 11:10; Lk 1:32, 55, 73; 6:23, 26; 11:47; 16:24; Jn 4:12, 20; 6:31; 8:39, 53, 56; Acts 3:13; 7:2; Rom 9:10; Heb 1:1; 8:9.”
  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of agency to indicate the personal agents used in conveying God’s message to man rather than the impersonal means.  With the preposition we have the masculine plural article and noun PROPHĒTĒS, which is transliterated as “prophets” and refers not only to the spoken message of the men themselves, but also to their written message.
“in the past God, having spoken to our ancestors through the prophets,”
Heb 1:1 corrected translation
“In many times and in various ways in the past God, having spoken to our ancestors through the prophets,”
Explanation:
1.  “In many times and in various ways”

a.  The writer begins his great message about the person and work of Christ by going back to the beginning of human history.

b.  Everything begins with God revealing Himself to man and telling man who God is, why man exists, and what God wants.

c.  There has never been a time in human history when God has not revealed Himself to man or told man what He wanted.


d.  There has never been a time in human history when man has not known his purpose for being here.

e.  There has never been a time when man has been at a loss for the revelation of God.


f.  God reveals Himself and has always done so.


g.  Man cannot say, “Where is God?” or “Why doesn’t He reveal Himself?”  God has always and continues to do so.


h.  God has revealed Himself daily in human history.  Look at the details of the universe.  This is no accident.  Only someone who lives in a world of self-deception and self-deceit thinks so.


i.  God has revealed Himself in various ways.



(1)  He made His personal presence known to mankind in the Garden of Eden on a daily basis.



(2)  He has revealed Himself as manifestations of nature, such as a burning bush that was not consumed by the fire.



(3)  He has revealed Himself as an angel of the Lord.



(4)  He has revealed Himself as a man wrestling with Jacob.



(5)  He has revealed Himself talking face to face with Abraham.



(6)  He revealed Himself to Moses in many ways: His finger writing the tablets of the Law, walking away from him, talking to him face to face, etc.



(7)  He revealed Himself to young men walking around together in a furnace of fire.



(8)  He revealed Himself to disbelieving prophets of Baal with fire from heaven.



(9)  He revealed Himself to Joseph in dreams.



(10)  He revealed Himself to all mankind through His written Word.


j.  God has revealed Himself to mankind in so many different ways and throughout every period of human history, so that no man will ever be able to stand before God and say “When did You reveal Yourself?” or “How did You reveal Yourself?”

k.  God has never failed to reveal Himself.  Man has failed to accept or appreciate the revelation.

DOCTRINE OF REVELATION
A.  Etymology.

1.  The Greek word APOKALUPSIS, meaning revelation, is defined as God making known to man what is otherwise unknowable.  God has to reveal Himself to us.


2.  A material universe demands a Creator.  Man is the object of that creation.  Therefore, communication from the Creator to mankind is to be expected.


3.  So the noun APOKALUPSIS implies unveiling, disclosure by God Himself regarding things previously unknown and things that cannot be explained.

B.  God Reveals Himself.

1.  God has revealed Himself to mankind in three ways:



a.  Revelation by nature or creation, Ps 19:1‑6; Rom 1:19‑20.  This is called the teleological argument of Theism.  The structure of the universe demands a designer.  For example, all the chemical components of the human body are in the world, but they never combine accidentally to form man.  The universe, by its telescopic and microscopic wonders, can be no more accidental than the shuffling of twenty-six letters of the alphabet into a beautiful poem.  So God is revealed by nature, but the revelation by nature does not explain God’s plan, purpose, or will for your life.



b.  God reveals Himself by the Bible as the written Word.  With the completed Canon of Scripture in this dispensation, we have available in the New Testament epistles theology, doctrine, principles, and concepts which were never revealed before.




(1)  We also have a utilization of God’s power that was never before available to all believers.




(2)  Every Church Age believer has equal privilege and equal opportunity to execute the protocol plan of God, advance to maturity, and become an invisible hero.




(3)  The mystery doctrine of the Church Age is revelation, Eph 3:3.



c.  We have revelation by Jesus Christ as the living Word.  The incarnation of the Son of God provides full revelation of God.  Christ is the revelation of God, according to Jn 1:18, 6:46; 1 Tim 3:16; 1 Jn 4:12.  Jesus Christ reveals the wisdom of God, 1 Cor 1:24.  Jesus Christ reveals the power of God, Heb 1:1‑3.  This is the significance of the Hypostatic Union.


2.  So although nature tells us there is a God, nature cannot give us one iota of information about God's purpose or will for you life, the way of salvation, or any other factor.  Only the written Word and the living Word can reveal God to us and His will for us.

C.  Primary and Secondary Revelation.

1.  Primary revelation is the content of the Bible.


2.  Secondary revelation is the interpretation of the Bible by a pastor‑teacher; i.e., by a prepared man with that spiritual gift who teaches in accordance with the ICE (isagogics, categories, exegesis) principle.



a.  Isagogics is defined as the interpretation of the Bible in the time in which it was written.  Without this, there is no correct understanding of certain passages of Scripture.



b.  Categories is defined as comparing Scripture with Scripture in the study of one particular subject.



c.  Exegesis is defined as the study of the etymology, grammar, and syntax of the original languages of Scripture.

D.  Revelation and Inspiration.

1.  Revelation must be distinguished from inspiration.  In revelation, God uses a vehicle.  In inspiration, God reveals Himself through doctrine.


2.  The true doctrine of Inspiration contends that God the Holy Spirit so supernaturally directed the human authors of Scripture, that without destroying their individuality, their literary style, their personal interests, their personal feelings, or their vocabulary, God's complete and coherent message to mankind was recorded with perfect accuracy in the original languages of Scripture, the very words bearing the authority of divine authorship.


3.  Therefore, there are three reasonable suppositions.



a.  Since God is a person who is perfect, eternal, infinite, reasonable, intelligent, fair, powerful, and gracious; He will always have a message to give and He will always reveal it so it can be understood by any believer.  Your human I.Q. is not an issue; the Holy Spirit provides your spiritual I.Q.



b.  The divine record and revelation in writing will be given in accurate terms, and so it will be lucid and perspicuous so that we can understand it.  The accuracy and inerrancy of the Word of God are very important absolutes.  Although this often means there will be technical language, its meaning can be identified through the etymology of the Greek language and therefore clarified.



c.  The text of this record will be divinely preserved in its purity and at the same time will be indestructible so that every generation will function under the concept of equal privilege and equal opportunity in the execution of the protocol plan of God.


4.  So the Bible in its original languages is the exact record of the mind and will of God.


5.  The Bible is plenary, meaning the entire text is equally from God but not necessarily equally important.  Nothing is more important to us living in this dispensation than the New Testament epistles, especially the Pauline corpus, and especially the prison epistles of Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians.


6.  The Bible accurately records the lies of Satan.  Inspiration guarantees that such quotations are the way Satan phrased his lies.  Anything that is outside the plan of God is recorded in the Bible for a purpose and reason.


7.  The inerrancy of the canon of Scripture includes the truth of all Bible doctrines and the accurate statement of all kinds of words, idioms, and concepts related to the time in which it was written.


8.  The Bible is from the Trinity.



a.  According to Heb 4:12, the Bible is related to God the Father as the Author of the plan:  “The Word of God is alive and powerful . . .”


b.  The Bible is related to God the Son as the central subject of Scripture.  1 Cor 2:16 says the Bible is the thinking or mind of Christ.



c.  The Bible is formed through the ministry of God the Holy Spirit.  Heb 3:7 calls it the “voice of the Spirit.”
2.  “in the past God, having spoken to our ancestors through the prophets,”

a.  God has spoken both verbally and in writing in the previous dispensations of human history prior to the First Advent of Christ.  This is the point being made here by the writer.

b.  In addition to personally speaking to certain people like Adam, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, and Moses, God in the past used the intermediary agents of certain men to communication His message to mankind.  These agents were His prophets.

c.  Prophets were those men with a message from God.  Their mission in life was to present God’s particular message to other men about both current and future events.


d.  The title “our ancestors” refers to previous believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, especially the Jewish believers of the Old Testament.

DOCTRINE OF OLD TESTAMENT PROPHETS
A.  Definition.

1.  There are three categories of Old Testament prophets who wrote the canon of Scripture.



a.  Moses, who held both the office and gift of prophet.



b.  The office of prophet.



c.  The gift of prophet.


2.  There were also prophets who did not write, such as Elijah and Elisha.  Their function was to communicate God’s message to a specific generation.

    
3.  As a client nation to God, Israel was the custodian of the Old Testament Canon.  The Old Testament Canon was organized under three systems of prophecy.  The human writers had the gift of prophet, the office of prophet, or both as in the case of Moses.



a.  The Torah is made up of the first five books:  Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.  Its human writer had both the gift and office of prophet: Moses.



b.  The Prophets (NABIIM) had the office of prophet only.  They include Joshua, Samuel, Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and the twelve (not “minor prophets”), to include Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.



c.  The Writings (KETHUBIM) were written by those who had the gift of prophecy only.  First, comes the poetry and wisdom books, to include Psalms, Proverbs, and Job.  Next, comes the MEGALOTH or rolls, to include the Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, and Esther.  Finally, the historical section is made up of Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Chronicles.



d.  Every extant book of an acknowledged messenger of the Lord, who was commissioned by God to make known His will, was accepted immediately in Old Testament times as the Word of God.

B.  The first section of the Hebrew Old Testament, the Torah, was written by the super‑prophet Moses, who had both the gift and office of prophet.  This includes the first five books of the Old Testament and possibly Job.  There were two super‑prophets: Moses and Jesus Christ.

C.  The second section of the Old Testament is called the Nebiim, meaning “the prophets.”  The ones who wrote in this section held a prophetic office.  They are divided into two groups.


1.  The former prophets wrote the books of Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings.  Samuel wrote Samuel.  Kings was written by Samuel, and after his death by Gad, Nathan, and was finished by Jeremiah.


2.  The latter prophets include Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and the minor prophets.

D.  The third section of the Old Testament is called the Kethubim, meaning “writings.”  These writers had the gift of prophecy but not the office.


1.  The prophetical books include Psalms, Proverbs, and Job.


2.  The Megalith (or “five books”) include Song of Solomon (always read at Passover), Ruth (read at Pentecost), Lamentations, Ecclesiastes (read during Tabernacles), and Esther (during the feast of Purim).


3.  The three historical books include Daniel (not regarded as a prophetical but as an historical book), Ezra‑Nehemiah, and 1 Chronicles.


4.  The original Hebrew Canon had twenty‑two books corresponding to the twenty‑two letters of the Hebrew alphabet.
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