Genesis 4:5



- this is the adversative use of W, meaning “but” plus the preposition EL with the proper name QAYIN.  With this we have the continuative use of W, meaning “and” with the preposition EL and the feminine singular construct form of the noun MINCHAH with a third masculine singular suffix “his.”  The phrase is translated “but for Cain and for his offering.”
- this is the negative LO’, meaning “not” plus the qal perfect third masculine singular from the verb SHA’AH, which means “to gaze at or to regard with favor.”  It is translated “He had no regard.”
- this is the use of the conjunction W to introduce a result and it can be translated “And so” or “So.”  With this we have the third masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb CHARAH, which means, “to burn with anger, to kindle anger.”  With this we have the sign of the object L with the proper name QAYIN, referring to Cain.  It is used in an impersonal sense with the preposition L where it would literally be translated “there was anger for Cain.”  But this is an idiom which means “Cain burned with anger.”   Finally, we have the adverb ME’OD, which means “exceedingly, greatly, very much.”  The entire idiom is translated “And so Cain became exceedingly angry.”
- this is the W consecutive with the third masculine plural qal imperfect from the verb NAPHAL, which means “to fall.”  With this we have the common plural noun PENEH, which means, “face” with the third masculine singular suffix “his.”  Literally this says “and his face fell.”  This is an idiom for being highly displeased which results in a change of expression.  In English we use the phrase “if looks could kill.”  Cain gave the Lord a facial expression that conveyed the thought “I would kill you if I could.”  Therefore, I’m going to translate the idiom as we would express it in English as “and his expression changed.”
Gen 4:5 corrected translation
“but for Cain and for his offering He had no regard.  And so Cain became exceedingly angry, and his expression changed.”
Explanation:
1.  The Lord rejected both Cain and his offering.


a.  The Lord rejected Cain because he was a reversionistic believer.


b.  The Lord rejected Cain’s offering because it was human good.


c.  The Lord disregarded Cain and all that he had done because it was self-serving.


d.  Cain was arrogant, thinking that the offering of what he had done for the Lord would please the Lord.  This was satanic thinking and a part of Cain’s legalistic reversionism.


e.  It was impossible for perfect God to accept and approve anything from Cain as a believer out of fellowship and preoccupied with himself.


f.  Cain was born physically alive and spiritually dead.  He was born with an old sin nature and the imputation of his father’s original sin to his old sin nature.  Along with this Cain had committed many personal sins in his life.  Cain never rebounded, as we shall see after his murder of his brother.  Therefore, he lived a life of perpetual carnality.


g.  Therefore, Cain could have no relationship with the perfect righteousness of God in his state of sinfulness and perpetual carnality.


h.  So the righteousness of God demanded the rejection of sinful Cain, and the justice of God executed what the righteousness of God demanded by rejecting Cain and his offering.

2.  The Lord’s rejection motivated Cain to anger.


a.  The first mental attitude sin recorded by Scripture is the sin of anger.  Anger was not the first mental attitude sin--arrogance was, but anger is the first mental attitude sin recorded in Scripture.


b.  Anger is a mental attitude sin and is used as an anthropopathism related to divine judgment.  Anger in man is a sin.  In God it expresses a change of policy in terms of human frame of reference.


c.  As a mental attitude sin, anger expresses antagonism, hatred, exasperation, resentment, and irrationality.  It can be mental or emotional or both.


d.  Anger is a sin, which motivates verbal sins and results in chain sinning.


e.  Anger is a mental attitude reaction.  If it is unjustifiable it becomes a reaction of antagonism, which makes it a sin--the reaction of irritation, exasperation, and irrationality.  Justifiable reaction is never irrational.


f.  The Bible distinguishes between mental and emotional anger.  If your right lobe is dominating you can react in mental anger (ORGE).  If your reaction is from emotional revolt, then it is emotional anger (THUMOS).  Both are unjustifiable reactions.

3.  Results of Anger.


a.  Anger motivates jealousy and cruelty, Prov 27:4.  A person can’t be angry without being cruel and unfair.


b.  Anger is related to stupidity, Eccl 7:9.  “Do not be hasty to be angry in your right lobe; for anger resides in the bosom of fools.”  Satan had anger and it turned a genius into an ass.  Anger turns any person into a stupid ass.  A person is never smart when angry, which is why many stupid and embarrassing things are said in anger.  If you have to deal with some problem and must have your senses about you, don’t lose your temper!


c.  Anger is a sin from the old sin nature, Gal 5:20.


d.  Anger is never an isolated sin, Prov 29:22.  “An angry person stirs up strife, and a hot tempered person abounds in transgression.”


e.  Anger destroys a nation, Amos 1:11.  “So decrees the Lord, `For three sins of Edom, even for four, I will not revoke its punishment.  Because he pursued his brother with a sword, stifling all compassion, because his anger raged continually and he maintained his anger forever.’”


f.  Anger is associated with grieving the Holy Spirit, Eph 4:30-31.  “Stop grieving the Holy Spirit, the God by whom you have been sealed to the day of redemption.  Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and slander be removed from you, together with all evil.”


g.  Anger is a violation of the spiritual life, Col 3:8, “But now you also put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth.”


h.  Anger hinders effective prayer, 1 Tim 2:8, “Therefore, I desire that men in every place pray, lifting up holy hands without anger and without dissension.”


i.  Anger results in self-induced misery, Prov 22:8.  You fail to interpret your circumstances correctly, become frustrated and then angry, which results in self-induced misery.


j.  Anger is the source of chain sinning, Heb 12:15.  This is hidden, hypocritical anger.


k.  Anger causes misery to those in your periphery, Amos 1:11; Prov 21:19, 22:24, 25:24, 29:22.

4.  Principles of Anger.


a.  Anger destroys virtue in the subject.  Therefore anger destroys the function of impersonal love, Eph 5:26.  Anger destroys marriage.


b.  Anger which does not destroy the virtue of the subject is classified as righteous displeasure or righteous indignation, Ps 4:4.


c.  Impersonal love maintains the virtue of the subject, but sinful anger destroys the function of impersonal love.


d.  When sinful anger is perpetuated, it becomes the motivation for many sins.  Therefore “never let the sun set on your anger.”


e.  “To be angry and sin not” is righteous indignation.  But too often righteous indignation is an excuse for the function of legalism.


f.  All unbelievers in their status of spiritual death are said to be in the status quo of “wrath.”  In Rom 9:22 unbelievers all called, “vessels of wrath.”  In Eph 2:3 unbelievers are said to be, “by nature the children of wrath.”  The future of the unbeliever is said to be “under the wrath of God” in Jn 3:36.


g.  Like arrogance, anger is a sin that motivates other sins.  It is a way of fragmenting your own life.


h.  Arrogance motivates emotional sins like jealousy, bitterness, vindictiveness, hatred, implacability, revenge, and self-pity.  Anger is the other side of the coin with jealousy.  Criminal activity is the function of the arrogant and angry person.  Anger always adds wrong to wrong, sin to sin.

5.  Cain’s Changed Expression.


a.  Cain’s expression went from one of arrogant self-satisfaction to absolute hatred and antagonism toward the Lord.


b.  Cain reacted greatly to the Lord’s rejection of him.  Cain was a believer.  He thought of bringing an offering to the Lord; his brother was just tagging along on his great idea.  Cain surely thought to himself, “Why is Abel getting all the credit, when it was my idea?”  Cain was so angry he could have killed the Lord, and the look on his face reflected this anger.


c.  Cain didn’t go into shock and drop his jaw (his face falling).  He went into anger and wanted to destroy someone.


d.  Cain didn’t love the Lord; he loved himself.  Cain didn’t want to love the Lord; he wanted to be loved by the Lord.  Cain didn’t admire what Jesus Christ would do for him on the Cross; he admired what he was doing for the Lord.


e.  Cain in his arrogance fully expected the Lord to accept his offering and praise and bless him because of it.


f.  When the exact opposite happened, Cain was indignant, enraged, filled with hatred, antagonism, bitterness, and revenge motivation.


g.  Cain wanted to kill someone.  He wanted to kill the Lord.  But not being able to do so, he opted for the next best target—his brother.
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