Genesis 4:21



 - this is the W consecutive with the masculine singular construct form of the noun SHEM, which means “the name of.”  With this we have the masculine singular construct form of the noun ‘ACH with the third masculine singular suffix, meaning “his brother.”  Finally, we have the proper name JUBAL, which means, “stream.”  The phrase is translated “And the name of his brother was Jubal.”

- this is the personal pronoun HU’, meaning “he” plus the qal perfect from the verb HAYAH, meaning “to become.”  Finally, we have the masculine singular construct form of the noun ‘AV, meaning “the father of.”  The phrase is translated “He became the father of.”
- this is the masculine singular construct form of the noun KOL, meaning “all of.”  With this we have the masculine singular qal participle from the verb TAPHAS, which means “to be an expert in something; to be skilled in something.”  Then we have the masculine singular noun KINOR, which is the stringed instrument known as the “lyre.”  We call it a guitar.  With this we have the W consecutive, meaning “and” plus the masculine singular noun ‘UGAV, which is “a stringed instrument.”  This could be a violin, viola, string bass, cello, mandolin, or lute.

Gen 4:21 corrected translation
“And the name of his brother was Jubal.  He became the father of those skilled in the lyre and a stringed instrument.”
Explanation:
1.  The second son of Lemek and the brother of Jabal was Jubal.  He was the first musician in history.  He invented musical instruments, especially the stringed instruments and taught others to play.

2.  Both of Lemek’s sons were talented, but in different ways.  They both did well for themselves in spite of their parents.  What was wrong with their parents?  Lemek was lazy and arrogant.  His wives weren’t too bright either.  The first wife should have left him when he took the second wife, and the second wife should have never bothered with him since he was already married.

3.  It appears that Lemek was famous for nothing other than having more than one wife and being the first serial killer.  His children were smart enough not to follow in his footsteps.

4.  We do not know if Lemek’s boys were believers or not.  But we do know that they had a tremendous impact on society.  One teaches other how to herd domesticated animals while the other teaches people how to create music and musical instruments.  Their impact has lasted throughout human history.

5.  But if they were not believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, then all of their talent, all of their ability, all of their historical impact is meaningless.

6.  There is nothing sinful or evil in music.  It is the lyrics that go with the music that make it sinful or evil.
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