Genesis 3:18





- this is the coordinating use of W, meaning “both” with the masculine singular noun QOTS, meaning “thorn” with the connective W, meaning “and” plus the masculine singular noun DARDAR, meaning “thistle.”  This word is also used symbolically for a desert.  The phrase is translated “both thorn and thistle.”
- this is the hiphil imperfect third feminine singular from the verb TSAMACH, which means, “to cause to grow, to cause to sprout; to make grow, to make sprout.”  With this we have the preposition L used as the sign of the indirect object with the second feminine singular suffix, meaning “to you.”  The phrase is translated “it [the ground] will grow for you.”
- this is the W conversive plus the qal perfect second masculine singular from the from the verb AKAL, meaning “and you will eat.”
- this is the sign of the direct object with the masculine singular noun ESEV, meaning “herb, herbage” plus the definite article and masculine singular noun SADEH, which means “the green plant of the field.”
Gen 3:18 corrected translation
“Both thorn and thistle it [the ground] will grow for you; and you will eat the green plant of the field.”
Explanation:
1.  Compare Gen 1:29, “Then God said, ‘Notice, I have given to you all the green plants sowing seed, which are on the surface of the entire earth and every tree which is on it; the tree of fruit sowing seed will be for food for you.’”
2.  Adam was a farmer in the Garden of Eden.  Now he will be a farmer outside the Garden of Eden.  Inside the Garden of Eden there were no thorns or thistles.  Outside the garden there will always be thorns and thistles.

3.  This is a picture of the spiritual life of the believer.  Inside the spiritual life is the Garden of Eden.  Outside the spiritual life living in carnality is thorns and thistles.

4.  No longer will Adam or the woman be able to just walk up to a fruit tree and eat from it.  Now they are required to plant and grow their own food.  They will have to gather seeds, till the ground, and harvest the crops.  Hard work is introduced into Adam’s world.

5.  Mankind is now required to eat from the various food-producing plants in order to stay alive.  In the garden, mankind only had to eat from the tree of life to stay alive.  Now he must grow his own food and eat it to stay alive.
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