Genesis 2:6



- this is the adversative use of the conjunction WE with the masculine singular common noun ‘ED, which means “a fresh water stream.”
- this is the qal imperfect third masculine singular from the verb ‘ALAH, which means “to go up, to ascend.”
- this is the preposition MIN, meaning “from” plus the definite article and the common singular noun ‘ERETS in the construct state, meaning “from the earth.”
- this is the connective use of WE, meaning “and” with the hiphil perfect third masculine singular from the verb SHAQAH, which means, “to give a drink to; to water.”  The hiphil stem is the causative of the qal stem.  So the Hebrew thought here is that the fresh water stream was caused to ascend from under the earth (ground water) and provide water for the plants in the garden of Eden.

- this is the sign of the object ‘ETH in the construct state with the masculine singular noun KAL, meaning “all” plus the masculine plural construct from the noun PENEH, which means “face, surface of” and the definite article and feminine singular noun ‘ADAMAH, which means “ground.”  The phrase is translated “all the surface of the ground.”
Gen 2:6 corrected translation
“But a fresh water stream ascended from the earth and watered all the surface of the ground.”
Explanation:
1.  This verse describes the manner in which our Lord irrigated the Garden of Eden and the rest of the earth prior to the creation of man.

2.  God had an underground irrigation system.  Rainfall was not necessary.  The water came up from underneath the surface of the earth to provide fresh water for all the plants on the surface of the earth.

3.  This verse teaches the principle of grace.  God provided everything for Adam, even the system of irrigation.  Adam had very little to do in cultivating the plants of the Garden of Eden.

4.  The water here is a picture of the word of God, which comes from inside a man.  The earth is a picture of mankind, who is made from the dust of the earth.  The surface of the earth is the visible life of a man.  The analogy is simple and clear: the word of God comes from inside of man to the surface of his life and provides spiritual nourishment, refreshment, and life.


a.  Just as fresh water is essential for life on earth, so the word of God is essential for the spiritual life of the believer.


b.  Just as watering is necessary on a consistent basis, so the intake of the word of God is necessary on a consistent basis.


c.  Just as water produces the physical growth of plants, so the water of the word of God provides spiritual growth.


d.  Just as our Lord provided a stream of living water for Adam, so He has provided “rivers of living water” for Church Age believers, Jn 7:37-39, “Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, ‘If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.  He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’  But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those [Church Age believers] who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.”

e.  The “rivers of living water” are the many applications of Bible doctrine through the power of God the Holy Spirit, which glorify our Lord Jesus Christ.
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