Galatians 6:7



is the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the second person plural present passive imperative from the verb PLANAW, which means “to lead astray, to mislead, to deceive.”  In the passive voice it means “to go astray, to be misled, to deceive oneself, to be mistaken.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition, which should perpetually exist throughout your Christian life.


The passive voice indicates believers receive the action of being deceived.


The imperative mood is a command.  The present imperative with the negative MĒ is used to stop an action already in progress.

“Stop being deceived,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “God.”
 is the objective negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb MUKTĒRIZW, which means “to be mocked, to be treated with contempt.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition which perpetually exists.


The passive voice indicates that God never receives the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“God is never mocked.”
 is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “the thing which” or “whatever.”
 is the explanatory use of the particle GAR, meaning “For.”
 is the conditional particle EAN, which is sometimes used in the place of the untranslatable Attic particle AN after the relative pronoun HOS and indicates an indefinite condition.  Hence, it is translated “whatever” with HOS.

 is the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb SPEIRW, which means “to sow seed” and is used metaphorically here for the actions of a person in life.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist for the entirety of the actions of the life of a man.


The active voice indicates that every person produces the action of doing things in life.


The subjunctive mood is used with EAN to indicative a potential condition.

 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “a man.”
“For whatever a man sows,”
is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”
 is the adjunctive use of KAI, meaning “also” plus the third person singular future active indicative from the verb THERIZW, which means “to reap.”

The future tense is a gnomic future, which states what will always be true under given circumstances.


The active voice indicates that every person produces the action of reaping whatever he or she sows.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“this he will also reap.”
Gal 6:7 corrected translation
“Stop being deceived, God is never mocked.  For whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.”
Explanation:
1.  This verse states the law of volitional responsibility, which we looked at in detail in verse five.  This verse is a continuation of the thought begun in Gal 5:16 “But I keep on declaring, ‘Keep on walking in the sphere of the Spirit and you will never carry out the lust of the flesh.’”  This is Paul’s topic sentence for this section.  His subject is living the spiritual life provided by God as the means of experiential defeat of the sin nature.

a.  He begins by showing that there is a conflict between the Holy Spirit in you and your sin nature.  Gal 5:17 “For the flesh [sin nature] rises in protest against the Spirit, and the Spirit rises in protest against the flesh.  For these are opposed to one another, with the result that you do not do those things which you want.”

b.  Then Paul relates the spiritual life to the main topic of his letter Gal 5:18 “But if you are being led by the Spirit and you are, you are not under the Law.”

c.  He continues by explaining the function of the sin nature, Gal 5:19-21 “Now the deeds of the flesh [sin nature] are evident, which are: normal sexual sins, abnormal sexual sins, mental sexual sins, idolatry, drug abuse, hostilities, argumentation, jealousy, outbursts of anger, inordinate ambitions, dissensions, factions, envies, drinking bouts, wild parties, and similar things to these, which things I am saying in advance for your benefit, just as I have said before, that those who continue practicing such things as these will never inherit the kingdom of God.”

d.  The function of the sin nature is then contrasted with the function of the spiritual life, Gal 5:22-23 “But the production of the Spirit is virtue-love, joy [sharing the happiness of God], harmony [with God], patience, integrity, goodness, doctrinal inculcation and application, humility, self-control.  Against such things there is no law.”

e.  Then Paul states the positional principle of the spiritual life, Gal 5:24 “But those who belong to Christ have crucified the flesh [sin nature] with its trends and its desires.”

f.  The positional principle of the spiritual life demands certain things of us.



(1)  Gal 5:25 “If we are alive because of the Spirit [and we are], let us also keep in step [be in line, agree] with the Spirit.”


(2)  Gal 5:26 “Let us not become conceited braggarts, permitting ourselves to provoke one another, bearing a grudge [envy, jealousy, malice] toward one another.”


(3)  An experiential example of how to do this is in Gal 6:1. “Brethren, if in fact a friend has been detected in a certain transgression, you the spiritual ones, may restore such a one with a state of mind of humility, watching yourself that you are also not tempted.”


(3)  The demand of the royal law as the central issue in executing the spiritual life is in Gal 6:2. “Bear the burdens of each other, and so you will fulfill the law of Christ.”



(a)  The contrast to the royal law, Gal 6:3 “For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.” 



(b)  The focus of the royal law, Gal 6:4 “But each one must examine his own action and then he will take pride in himself only and not in his neighbor.”



(c)  The principle of the royal law, Gal 6:5 “For each person must bear his own burden.”

g.  Another demand from the positional principle of the spiritual life is in Gal 6:6. “Now the one who is taught doctrine may participate with the one who teaches in the sphere of every intrinsic good.”

h.  The antithesis to obeying the royal law is Gal 6:7. “Stop being deceived, God is never mocked.  For whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.”
2.  When we sin we deceive ourselves.


a.  We deceive ourselves if we think we are without sin.



(1)  Prov 20:9, “Who can say, ‘I have cleansed my heart, I am pure from my sin?’”


(2)  Rom 3:10, “as it is written, ‘There is none righteous, not even one;’”


(3)  Jam 3:2, “For we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as well.”


(4)  1 Jn 1:8, “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.”

b.  We deceive ourselves if we think we can sin and get away with it.


c.  We deceive ourselves if we think the justice of God will not do anything about our sins.


d.  Self-deception of one of arrogance skills (the others being self-gratification, self-justification and self-absorption).


e.  We deceive ourselves if we think we can mock the righteousness and justice of God.



(1)  Mocking the righteousness and justice of God is laughing at the righteousness and justice of God.



(2)  Mocking the righteousness of God is treating God with contempt.



(3)  The person who has contempt for the righteousness and justice of God is deeply into arrogance and will never get away with it.



(4)  No one treats God with contempt and gets away with it.  The justice of God demands punishment and the punishment for all the contempt for God was poured out upon our Lord Jesus Christ at the Cross.



(5)  Every sin we commit is contempt for the integrity of God.  Every sin was judged at the Cross.  We could not stand being judged for even one second for even one sin; yet Christ had to bear the full judgment and punishment for all sins of everyone.


f.  Stop deceiving yourself that there is no divine punishment.  There is in fact Divine Double Punishment.  We are punished by the consequences of our own sinfulness, and God punishes us for failure to use the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9.  There are two laws related to divine punishment.  The first law is the law of volitional responsibility.  All human sin is the result of our volition succumbing to temptation under the pattern ‘I wanted to do it and I did it.’  Therefore, we do it to ourselves; hence, the principle of self-induced misery.  The second law of divine punishment is that God adds divine punishment as a consequence of our sinfulness and failure to recover.

3.  We are not judged for the sin we commit because that sin was already judged at the Cross.  Jesus Christ received the judgment for our sins on the Cross.  We are not judged for something that has already been judged on the Cross.  The believer is not judged for the post-salvation sins as such, because they were judged on the Cross when imputed to the human nature of Jesus Christ.  But we do receive punishment for our sins.


a.  We receive double punishment not for the actual sin, but because of what happened as a result of committing that sin.  We are punished for three things.



(1)  We are punished because we made the decision to allow the sin nature to take control of the soul.



(2)  We receive punishment for grieving the Holy Spirit and not living the spiritual life



(3)  We receive punishment for failure to use the divine solution of 1 Jn 1:9 after we have sinned.


b.  Once we have sinned, we are punished under divine discipline because our volitional responsibility has failed.  The punishment has nothing to do with the sin, but the punishment is for not saying “no” to the temptation.


c.  We are punished for failure to live the spiritual life because we are grieving the Holy Spirit.


d.  We are further punished if we fail to accept the divine solution of 1 Jn 1:9 when we have sinned.  We receive additional punishment for rejecting 1 Jn 1:9.


e.  We are punished because the sin nature controls our soul and we are in a state of carnality.  We are punished because we are no longer witnesses for the Prosecution.  We keep on being punished as long as the sin nature influences our soul.
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