Galatians 6:5


is the postpositive explanatory use of the particle GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective HEKASTOS, meaning “Each man, each person, or each one.”
is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article used as a personal pronoun, the adjective IDIOS, which means “one’s own” plus the noun PHORTION, which means “burden, load or cargo of a ship” and is used symbolically of the oppressive burden of trying to keep the Pharisee’s additions to the Mosaic Law for salvation in Mt 23:4, 11:30; Lk 11:46.


1. This word has such senses as “freight, lading, burden, goods,” and a child in the womb. “Burdening” with cares, sickness, etc. is another sense.


2. The OT equivalent sûhd has such senses as “bearing, burden, tribute, toll, or trouble.”

3. The LXX uses phortion for “burden” (Isa 46:1), “burden of sin” (Ps 38:4), the “burden” one person is for another (Job 7:20), and “load” (of wood) (Judg 9:48-49).


4. The rabbis use the Hebrew in various ways for “bearing, business, occupation, burden, obligation, or duty.”

5. In the NT, ship’s “cargo” is the meaning in Acts 27:10. In Mt 23:4 Jesus chides the scribes and Pharisees for imposing over heavy burdens with their interpretation of the law, which leads people away from God by substituting ritualistic requirements for the real concerns of justice, mercy, and a right relationship to others and to God.  In contrast, Jesus Himself promises rest to those who accept his light phortion (Mt 11:28ff.), i.e., the discipleship which means fellowship with Himself and unity with the will of God.  In Gal 6:5 Paul probably has in view much the same thing as in 2 Cor 10:12ff. and 1 Cor 3:10ff., where he speaks about the task or work that is entrusted to each and that each must accomplish in the power of God.  The same thought is present in Rom 14:12.  The negative image of the load or burden is appropriate in view of accountability in the judgment.

is the third person singular future active indicative from the verb BASTAZW, which means “to take up; to carry, to bear; endure;” It signifies to support as a burden. It is used with the meaning (a) to take up, as in picking up anything, stones, John 10:31; (b) to carry something, Mt 3:11; Mk 14:13; Lk 7:14; 22:10; Acts 3:2; 21:35; Rev 17:7; to carry on one’s person, Lk 10:4; Gal 6:17; in one’s body, Lk 11:27; to bear a name in testimony, Acts 9:15; metaphorically, of a root bearing branches, Rom 11:18; (c) to bear a burden, whether physically, as of the Cross, Jn 19:17, or metaphorically in respect of sufferings endured in the cause of Christ, Lk 14:27; Rev 2:3; it is said of physical endurance, Mt 20:12; of sufferings borne on behalf of others, Mt 8:17; Rom 15:1; Gal 6:2; of spiritual truths not able to be borne, Jn 16:12; of the refusal to endure evil men, Rev 2:2; of religious regulations imposed on others, Acts 15:10; of the burden of the sentence of God to be executed in due time, Gal 5:10; of the effect at the Judgment Seat of Christ, to be borne by the believer for failure in the matter of discharging the obligations of discipleship, Gal 6:5; (d) to bear by way of carrying off, Jn 12:6; 20:15.


The future tense is a gnomic future, which states what will always happen, if the proper conditions are present.


The active voice indicates that each believer produces the action.


The indicative mood is a potential indicative expressing a command.  This is sometimes called the cohortative indicative.  A future indicative may be used to give a command rather than to make a prediction.

Gal 6:5 corrected translation
“For each person must bear his own burden.”
Explanation:
1.  This verse is not talking about the believer enduring suffering.  It deals with our obligation to fulfill the spiritual life God has given to us.


a.  Note the context so far, Gal 6:2-5, “Bear the burdens of each other, and so you will fulfill the law of Christ.  For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.  But each one must examine his own action and then he will take pride in himself only and not in his neighbor.  For each person must bear his own burden.”

b.  In verse two we are commanded to have unconditional love toward others in order to fulfill the royal law of Christ.


c.  In verse three we are instructed not to deceive ourselves.


d.  In verse four we are commanded to examine our own lives and not become preoccupied with what other people are doing.


e.  And in verse five we are told to live our very own spiritual lives.


f.  Compare verse two and verse five.  We are to bear the burdens of others and bear our own burdens.  The two thoughts are not incompatible.



(1)  Bearing the burdens of others is dependent upon us using our very own spiritual life to learn and use the spiritual skills to have virtue, integrity, honor, and unconditional love for others.



(2)  Bearing our own burden is our responsibility for using our spiritual life to develop the spiritual skills which produce the honor, virtue, and integrity required to be able to have unconditional love for others.



(3)  Both are required.  Both go together.  They are two sides of the same coin.

2.  This verse deals with personal responsibility.  Each believer is responsible for their own spiritual life before God.  We are not evaluated or judged by God on the actions or reactions of others, but on ourselves alone.  God holds us responsible for our thoughts, our words, and our deeds.  No believer gets away with anything.  God holds us accountable for all we do.
3.  Our greatest burdens are our own sins.  Nothing weighs us done spiritually more than our own personal sins after salvation.  We have to bear the burden of our own sinfulness, when we fail to use the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9.  The Lord Jesus Christ carried to burden of our personal sins on the Cross.  When we sin and fail to acknowledge those sins to God, we must bear the divine discipline for those sins.  We also have to bear the burden of the consequences of our bad decisions.  We have to bear the burden of our own flaws and failures in live not related to sins.
4.  As much as we may want to bear the burdens of others we love, we are incapable of doing so.  Each person has to live their own life before the Lord.  We cannot bear the burden of our spouse, children, friends, or loved ones.
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