Galatians 6:16



 is the use of the connective KAI to introduce a result from what precedes.  It is translated “And so.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural correlative relative pronoun HOSOS, which means “as many as; all who.”
 is the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun KANWN, which means “rule, standard” plus the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun used as an adjective, translated “this rule, this standard.”  Originally the Greek word KANON denoted a straight rod, used as a ruler or measuring instrument, or, in rare instances, the beam of a balance, the secondary notion being either (a) of keeping anything straight, as of a rod used in weaving, or (b) of testing straightness, as a carpenter’s rule; hence its metaphorical use to express what serves to measure or determine anything. By a common transition in the meaning of words, that which measures, was used for what was measured; thus a certain space at Olympia was called a kanon. So in music, a canon is a composition in which a given melody is the model for the formation of all the parts. In general the word thus came to serve for anything regulating the actions of men, as a standard or principle.”

 is the third person plural future active indicative from the verb STOICHEW, which means “to hold to, agree with, follow” with the dative case.

The future tense is a gnomic future which states what will always happen if the proper conditions are present.


The active voice indicates that as many as follow the rule of being crucified to the cosmic system of Satan produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“And so as many as hold to this standard,”
- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun EIRĒNĒ, which means “peace, reconciliation, harmony; health, welfare, prosperity.”  The idea here is prosperity in all its forms: physical, mental, emotional, financial, spiritual, social prosperity.

- is the preposition EPI plus the adverbial accusative of measure from the masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, which is used as a third person personal pronoun and means “upon them.”
 is the connective use of KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the neuter singular noun ELEOS, which means “mercy, compassion.”  Mercy is grace in action.

 is the explanatory or epexegetical use of KAI, meaning “that is” plus the preposition EPI plus the adverbial accusative of measure (which indicates how far the action of the verb extends) from the masculine singular article and noun ISRAĒL, which is translated “that is, upon the Israel.”
 is the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God” in the sense of “which belongs to God.”
“prosperity upon them and mercy; that is, upon the Israel of God.”
Gal 6:16 corrected translation
“And so as many as hold to this standard, prosperity upon them and mercy; that is, upon the Israel of God.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul J. Achtemier, Th.D., writing in Harper’s Bible Dictionary understands this passage correctly.  He says, “The early church understood itself as the legitimate heir to the ancient promises.  Paul argued that the Jews had forfeited these promises, which had come to Abraham through faith, not the law (Rom 4:13).  Because ‘it is men of faith who are the true sons of Abraham’ (Gal 3:7), Christians, not Jews, could now claim to be descended from the Israelite patriarchs.  The church was, in fact, ‘the twelve tribes in the Dispersion’ (Jam 1:1).  It follows that the early Christian community regarded itself as the true Israel; that is, ‘the Israel of God’ (Gal 6:16).

2.  The New Bible Dictionary clearly explains the concept of the Israel of God.   “Paul’s statement that ‘not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel’ (Rom 9:6) is in line with the prophetic insistence that the true people of God, those who are worthy of the name of Israel, may be but a relatively small ‘remnant’ of faithful souls within the nation of Israel.  In the NT the concept of such a remnant appears in the preaching of John the Baptist, who insists that descent from Abraham is valueless in itself (Mt 3:9 = Lk 3:8).  Jesus’ calling of disciples around Himself to form the ‘little flock’ who were to receive the kingdom (Lk 12:32; cf. Dan 7:22, 27) marks Him out as the founder of the new Israel; He explicitly designated the twelve apostles as judges of ‘the twelve tribes of Israel’ in the new age (Mt 19:28; Lk 22:30).  The ‘little flock’ was to be augmented by the accession of ‘other sheep’ who had never belonged to the Jewish fold (Jn 10:16). ...that the community of believers in Jesus is looked upon as the new Israel throughout the NT is clear. They are ‘the twelve tribes in the dispersion’ (Jam 1:1), ‘the exiles of the dispersion’ (1 Pet 1:1), who are further designated, in language borrowed from OT descriptions of Israel, as ‘a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people’ (1 Pet 2:9).”
3. The church is the true Israel (Gal 6:16), the true seed of Abraham (Gal 3:29), the true circumcision (Phil 3:3), and the true temple (1 Cor 3:16).

4. The relative pronoun HOSOS has been explained by some as referring only to Jews, or only to Gentiles, or only to believers, or only to unbelievers.  Scholars forget to whom Paul is writing.  The phrase “as many as” refers to the Christians of Galatia, both Jews and Gentiles who are no longer Jews or Gentiles but royal family of God.

5.  The standard here is the teaching of the word of God, the New Testament mystery doctrine of the Church Age, which defines the rule of life for the believer under the spiritual life of the Church Age.  What is “this standard?”

a.  Verses 14-15, “through which cross the cosmic system has been crucified with reference to me and I [have been crucified] with reference to the cosmic system.  For neither the circumcision [the Jew] nor the uncircumcision [the Gentile] is anything, but the new creation is something.”

b.  The standard is that the cosmic system has been crucified to us now that we have believed in Christ.


c.  The standard is that we have been crucified to the cosmic system now that we have believed in Christ.


d.  The standard is that there is now neither Jew nor Gentile in Christ.


e.  The standard is that the new creation is what is important to the believer.


f.  The standard is the importance of the Person and work of Christ as our Savior. 


g.  The standard is the importance of the word of God in the spiritual life of the believer.

6.  If the believer makes these things the standard of his spiritual life, then he will have the spiritual prosperity of blessings for time and eternity and grace in action from God.

7.  Those who believe in Christ and make the new spiritual life the standard for their life are the true Israel of God.  They will receive all the fantastic blessings designed for Israel.  Regeneration, not primogeniture is the issue.  Primogeniture is the exclusive right of inheritance of the first born.  You cannot inherit anything from God as an unbeliever.  You have to be a believer to inherit from God.  Isaac became the heir, not because of primogeniture (he was the second son), but because he was the first son of the sons of Abraham to be born again.  The same is true of Jacob, who was also a second son.  The true Jew, through physical birth has the genes of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and through regeneration possesses the God of Abraham, the Lord Jesus Christ.

� Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words.
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