Galatians 6:14



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, meaning “But” plus the dative of possession from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to me.”
 is the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the third person singular aorist deponent middle optative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to be, to become, to happen.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist for the entirety of what Paul may become.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, Paul potentially producing the action.


The optative mood is a potential optative, which deals with a possible action in the future.

 is the present middle/passive infinitive from the verb KAUCHAOMAI, which means “to boast, to brag, to take pride in.”

The present tense is an aoristic present which involves a simple expression of undefined action in the present as a fact without reference to its progress.


The middle/passive voice places emphasis on Paul as the subject potentially producing this action.


The infinitive is used as the direct object of the main verb “to become.”
This entire phrase says literally, “But to me it should not be to boast.”  This is obviously very idiomatic.  The phrase ME GENOITO in itself is idiomatic, meaning “May it never be” or “May it never happen.”  The dative of possession EMOI functions as the subject of the clause and can be translated “I.”  Thus the best English equivalent of this Greek idiom is:

“But may I never boast”
is the first class conditional particle EI plus the negative adverb MĒ, meaning literally “if not” but when used together also mean “except.”
 is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun STAUROS, which means “in the cross.”
 is the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article and proper names KURIOUS, IĒSOUS, and CHRISTOS, plus the possessive genitive of the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
“except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ”
 is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “through which” and referring to the cross of Christ.”
 is the dative of reference from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “with reference to me.”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun KOSMOS, meaning “the world” and referring to Satan’s cosmic system.
 is the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb STAUROW, which means “to be crucified.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect which indicates a present state of being as a finished product and a fact as a result of a past action.  The past action is faith in Christ.  The resulting state is Paul’s crucifixion of Satan’s cosmic system.


The passive voice indicates that Satan’s cosmic system receives the action of being crucified by Paul.


The indicative mood is declarative for dogmatic statement of fact.

“through which cross the cosmic system has been crucified with reference to me”
is the contraction KAI and EGW, meaning “and I.”
Ellipsis demands the insertion of the perfect passive indicative of the previous verb STAUROW again, meaning “to be crucified.”
 is the dative of reference from the masculine singular noun KOSMOS, meaning “with reference to the cosmic system.”
“and I [have been crucified] with reference to the cosmic system.”
Gal 6:14 corrected translation
“But may I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which cross the cosmic system has been crucified with reference to me and I [have been crucified] with reference to the cosmic system.”
Explanation:
1.  In contrast to the Jews and the arrogant, legalistic Christians from Jerusalem who brag about how many converts they have made, Paul will not boast about himself.  Instead he will only boast about the Lord Jesus Christ.


a.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the unique person of the universe.  He is our Savior.  He is our Mediator.  He is our Redeemer.  He is our Counselor.  He is our Lord.


b.  Paul is occupied with Christ rather than his own accomplishments.  Are we occupied with Christ or with our own accomplishments, our own needs, our own desires, and our own plans?

c.  Paul talks about himself only to set up illustrations for teaching purposes, but he is not occupied with himself.


d.  The greatest thing that has ever been done in the history of the world was the spiritual death of our Lord, bearing our sins, in order to provide the availability of eternal salvation to anyone who would believe in Him.


e.  Everything ever done by any man in human history is nothing compared to what our Lord did for us on the Cross.

2.  The last half of this verse deals with positional sanctification.


a.  At the moment of salvation, we are positionally dead to the sin nature and the cosmic system.


b.  The sin nature and the cosmic system which ruled in our life and over our life is now positionally dead.


c.  However, after salvation we frequently return control of our life back over to the sin nature and the cosmic system through sin, perpetual carnality, and degeneracy.


d.  At salvation the cosmic system is crucified and our relationship to it is severed.


e.  The cosmic system is a system of thinking.


f.  That system of thinking centers on the arrogance skills, mental attitude sins, the function of sin, human good, and evil, and the doctrine of demons.


g.  The cosmic system is Satan’s strategy and policy as the ruler of this world to control believers.


h.  Satan’s cosmic system is composed of two separate spheres of power.



(1)  Cosmic one is Satan’s exploitation of believers through their own arrogance.  This is his means of controlling the human race.  Satan invented arrogance; for arrogance was his original sin.



(2)  Cosmic two is Satan’s propaganda and indoctrination college to educate and promote antagonism toward anything related to God, especially the grace of God.


i.  Cosmic one represents Satan’s attitude at the time of his prehistoric fall.  Cosmic two represents Satan’s attitude at the time of Adam’s fall in the Garden of Eden.


j.  Cosmic one emphasizes arrogance and abnormal preoccupation with self.  Cosmic two emphasizes antagonism and intolerance toward the plan, purpose, and will of God, as well as toward all Christians executing it.


k.  Cosmic one is Satan’s philosophy in the prehistoric angelic conflict.  Cosmic two is Satan’s philosophy in human history as the ruler of this world.


l.  The target of cosmic one is us; the target of cosmic two is Bible doctrine.  In cosmic one, we destroy ourselves.  In cosmic two, we become antagonistic toward Bible doctrine.


m.  In order for Satan to rule, he must produce two factors.



(1)  Self related to arrogance, and therefore divorced from the reality of God’s plan.



(2)  Antagonism toward Bible doctrine.


n.  Cosmic one emphasizes self in contrast to God.  Cosmic two emphasizes the human viewpoint of psychological living in contrast to the divine viewpoint of spiritual living.


COSMIC ONE



COSMIC TWO

1.  Emphasizes arrogance;


1.  Emphasizes animosity, hatred,


preoccupation with self.


antagonism toward God & His plan.

2.  Target: ego, self-



2.  Target: truth or doctrine.


consciousness of soul.

3.  Result: preoccupation


3.  Result: antagonism toward


and obsession with self


Christ as the living Word and 


to the exclusion of God


doctrine as the written Word.


and man.

4.  Emphasizes self in



4.  Stresses human viewpoint over


contrast to God and



Divine viewpoint.


objective reality.



5.  Satan’s attitude at time


5.  Satan’s attitude at time of


of his prehistoric fall



man’s historical fall.

6.  Satan’s philosophy in 


6.  Satan’s philosophy as ruler


the prehistoric angelic



of world after fall of man.


conflict when he was 



Now he’s obsessed with

obsessed with self in



destroying the plan of God as

maximum arrogance.



its number one enemy.
7.  Believer in cosmic one


7.  Believer in cosmic two becomes 


assumes the arrogance of


inculcated with the attitude of


Satan before human history.


Satan during human history.

8.  Believer is slave to self


8.  Believer is a slave to Satan.

3.  At the moment of salvation, we are no longer slaves to the cosmic system, the thinking of Satan—human viewpoint.  We are now free to learn the word of God and begin to have divine thinking.  Biblical Documentation:

a.  1 Jn 2:15-16, “Stop loving the cosmos [cosmic one] or anything related to it [the cosmos].  If anyone keeps loving the cosmos [cosmic one], the love of the Father is not in Him.  Because all that is in the cosmos [cosmic one] –  the lust of the flesh [old sin nature controlling soul], and the lust of the eyes [motivational arrogance], and the arrogant pattern of life [functional arrogance] – is not from the Father but from the cosmos.”

b.  1 Cor 10:21, “You [believers] cannot drink the cup of the Lord [Eucharist] and the cup of demons [cosmic system, especially cosmic one].  You cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons [demon influence and psychological living in cosmic system].”

c.  1 Tim 4:1-2, “But the Spirit explicitly teaches that, in latter periods of time [First Advent, Church Age, Tribulation], some [believers] will withdraw from doctrine, giving attention to [concentrating on] deceitful spirits and doctrine from demons by means of hypocrisy of liars, seared in their own conscience with a branding iron.”

d.  Eph 2:2, “in which sphere [real spiritual death] you formerly walked [as an unbeliever] according to the lifestyle of this cosmos [cosmic system], according to the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit [Satan] who is now operational [working] in the sons of disobedience.”

e.  Eph 4:27 commands believers to stay out of the cosmic system.  “Do not give the devil an opportunity.”

f.  Jam 4:6-8, “But He [God the Father] gives to us greater grace [unique assets of Church Age]; therefore it [Prov 3:34] says, ‘God makes war against the arrogant, but He gives grace to the humble.’  Submit, therefore, to God.  Resist the devil and he will free from you.  Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinning ones.  Purify your right lobes, you double-minded.”

g.  Eph 4:17-18, “Therefore I teach you and command [mandate] you through the Lord that you no longer walk as Gentiles walk in the vacuum of your mind, being darkened in their understanding of doctrine, being alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance which is in them, because of the scar tissue of their right lobes.”

h.  1 Cor 2:5, “That your doctrine should not depend on the wisdom of man but on the power of God.”

i.  In 1 Pet 5:1-11, “Therefore I exhort the pastor-elders as a fellow pastor-elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ and also a partner of the glory that is to be revealed.  Feed the flock of God among you, serving as bishops [overseers], not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you not to be greedy for money, but eager to serve.  Not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being a pattern [a model of momentum through perception, metabolization and teaching of Bible doctrine] to the flock.  And when the Chief Shepherd appears [Rapture], you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away.  Likewise, you members of the congregation, be subordinate to the authority of the pastor-elder.  Clothe yourselves with humility toward each other, because, ‘God makes war against the arrogant but He gives grace to the humble.’ Therefore, humble yourselves under the powerful hand of God, in order that He may exalt you at the proper time.  Cast all of your anxieties on Him [function of faith-rest drill] because He cares for you.  Be self-controlled, be alert [attain a personal sense of destiny].  Your enemy, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour [via the cosmic system].  Resist him, standing firm in the doctrine, because you know that your fellow Christians throughout the world are experiencing the same categories of suffering.  And after you have suffered a little, the God of all grace, who called you into His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself make you complete [spiritual maturity]; He will stabilize you [through evidence testing]; He will make you strong [as a result of passing evidence testing]; He will establish you [maximum impact of the mature believer].  To Him be the power forever and ever, Amen.”
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